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FOREWORD 


idea  of  compiling  a  record  of  my  ancestry  was  first  conceived 
by  me  in  1914 — forty  years  ago.  At  that  time  I  had  finished  my 
legal  education  and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Hamilton, 
a  small  city  in  western  Illinois,  at  the  east  end  of  the  great  Keokuk 
and  Hamilton  dam  across  the  Mississippi  River.  Accordingly  I  mailed 
letters  to  all  my  uncles  and  aunts,  accompanied  by  a  two  page  ques¬ 
tionnaire.  Their  replies  furnished  a  surprising  quantity  of  data  and 
one  uncle,  an  author,  also  wrote  a  fourteen  page  letter  concerning 
the  Watsons,  mv  mother’s  familv.  This  valuable  information  laid 
dormant  in  my  office  desks  without  further  action  during  the  follow¬ 
ing  busy  years  of  my  life  until  1953.  Without  the  original  effort  I 
never  could  have  started  the  big  searches  prior  to  1800  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Virginia  which  have  proved  so  fascinating  and  informative. 

I  do  not  believe  in  any  form  of  ancestor  worship,  nor  do  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  any  of  my  ancestors  were  saintly  figures.  They  were  just 
common  clay  like  their  forefathers.  Their  lives  help  explain  to  me 
where  I  came  from  and  how  I  happened  to  be  born  in  the  mid-west 
rather  than  in  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia.  Their  war  services,  their 
religion,  their  big  families,  their  migrations  were  just  a  cross  section 
of  good  wholesome  American  farm  life  in  their  different  eras  of 
existence. 

No  effort  has  been  made  to  extend  our  family  history  back  to 
the  shores  of  Scotland  or  to  the  Scottish  filled  counties  of  North 
Ireland.  No  high  priced  experts  have  been  hired  to  trump  up  any 
Scottish  legends  connecting  any  of  our  ancestors  with  notable  clan 
chieftains  or  other  prominent  characters  abroad.  Nearly  two  and 
one-half  centuries  of  our  recorded  American  ancestry  (1700-1954) 
are  sufficient. 

The  services  of  many  who  rendered  assistance  in  this  work  are 
hereby  acknowledged.  Area  searches  in  York,  Lancaster,  Bucks  and 
Chester  counties,  Pennsylvania,  were  successfully  made  by  Mr.  John 
D.  Kilborne,  a  prominent  genealogist  who  is  also  Historian  for  the 
York  County  (Pa.)  Historical  Society.  This  series  of  searches  yielded 
the  most  gratifying  results  in  the  period  from  1730  to  1800.  Credit 
must  also  be  given  to  another  genealogist.  Miss  Hattie  King  Owen, 
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of  Bristol,  Virginia,  who  first  located  the  vital  records  in  Virginia 
as  well  as  the  burial  places  of  the  two  Arthur  Orr  families.  Manv 
dear  cousins  also  gave  valuable  information  without  which  my  efforts 
would  have  failed. 

For  such  errors  as  may  be  found  in  dates,  spelling  or  otherwise, 
your  indulgence  is  asked. 

This  effort  is  dedicated  primarily  to  my  beloved  wife  Dorothy 
(my  severest  critic)  and  to  our  three  sons,  Wallace,  Warren  and 
William,  who  furnished  its  largest  incentive. 

WARREN  H.  ORR 
29  S.  LaSalle  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 


DATED:  August,  1954. 


NINE  GENERATIONS  OF  ORRS  IN  AMERICA 

1700-  1954 


I 

John  Orr 

1700  - 

1760 

II 

Arthur  Orr,  the  Elder 

1727  - 

1807 

III 

7\rthur  Orr,  Jr. 

1753  - 

1814 

IV 

Thomas  Orr 

1793  - 

1873 

V 

Henrv  Orr 

1816  - 

1909 

VI 

James  Henry  Orr 

1847  - 

1933 

VII 

Warren  Henrv  Orr 

1886 

VIII 

Wallace  Watson  Orr 

1915 

Warren  Denton  Orr 

1917 

William  Eugene  Orr 

1926 

IX 

Jan  Stedman  Orr 

1914 

Martha  Wallace  Orr 

1947 

James  Wallace  Orr 

1945 

Robert  Hamilton  Orr 

1947 

Catherine  Louise  Orr 

1953 

CHAPTER  1 


The  Interesting  Origin  and  Significance 

of  Family  Names 

PERSONAL  names  originated  in  primitive  times  soon  after  the 

invention  of  spoken  language.  The  date  of  their  first  use  is  lost 
in  the  darkness  of  the  ages  preceding  recorded  history.  For  thousands 
of  years,  first  or  given  names  were  the  only  ones  used  or  needed,  for 
the  world  was  less  crowded  and  every  man  knew  his  neighbor.  Only 
with  the  passing  of  centuries,  the  growth  of  populations  and  the 
increasing  complexity  of  civilized  society,  did  need  arise  for  more 
specific  names.  While  the  roots  of  our  system  of  family  names  may 
be  traced  back  to  early  civilized  times,  actually  the  hereditary  sur¬ 
name  as  we  know  it  today  dates  from  a  time  scarcely  earlier  than  nine 
hundred  years  ago. 

A  surname  is  a  name  added  to  the  baptismal  or  Christian  name 
to  make  more  certain  the  identity  of  the  person  and  to  indicate  his 
family  relationship  and  descent.  Most  surnames  fall  into  four  general 
categories  derived  from  (1)  the  given  name  of  the  sire;  (2)  bodily  or 
personal  characteristics;  (3)  locality  or  place  of  residence;  and  (4) 
occupation. 

The  ancient  Scandinavians  and  for  the  most  part  the  Germans 
had  only  individual  names.  There  were  no  family  names,  strictly 
speaking,  among  the  Celts.  But  as  family  and  tribal  groups  grew  in 
size,  individual  names  became  inadequate  and  the  need  to  supple¬ 
ment  them  began  to  be  felt.  Among  the  first  employed  were  such 
terms  as  “the  Strong,”  “the  Hardy,”  “the  Stern,”  “the  Dreadful-in¬ 
battle”;  and  the  nations  of  northern  Europe  soon  adopted  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  adding  the  father’s  name  to  the  son’s,  as  Oscar  son  of  Carnuth 
and  Dermid  son  of  Duthno. 

True  surnames,  in  the  hereditary  sense  date  in  England  from 
about  the  year  1000.  Largely  they  were  introduced  from  Normandy, 
although  there  are  records  of  Saxon  surnames  prior  to  the  Norman 
Conquest.  Perhaps  the  oldest  known  surname  in  England  is  that 
of  Hwita  Hatte,  a  keeper  of  bees,  whose  daughter  was  Tate  Hatte. 

By  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century  hereditary  names  had  become 
common  in  England.  But  even  by  1465  they  were  not  universal. 
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During  the  reign  of  Edward  V  a  law  was  passed  to  compel  certain 
Irish  outlaws  to  adopt  surnames:  “They  shall  take  unto  them  a  Sur¬ 
name,  either  of  some  Town,  or  some  Colour,  as  Blacke  or  Brown,  or 
some  Art  or  Science,  as  Smythe  or  Carpenter,  or  some  Office,  as 
Cook  or  Butler.”  And  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century  a  similar  decree  compelled  Jews  in  Germany  and  Austria  to 
add  a  German  surname  to  the  single  names  which  they  had  previous¬ 
ly  used. 

One  of  the  largest  classes  of  surnames  is  that  derived  from  the 
given  name  of  the  father.  Such  names  were  formed  by  means  of  an 
added  prefix  or  suffix  denoting  either  “son  of”  or  a  diminutive. 
English  names  terminating  in  son,  ing,  and  kin  are  of  this  type,  as 
are  also  the  innumerable  names  prefixed  with  the  Gaelic  Mac,  the 
Norman  Fitz,  the  Welsh  ap,  and  the  Irish  0\  Thus  John’s  sons  be¬ 
came  Johnsons;  William’s  sons,  Williamsons  or  Wilsons;  Richard’s 
sons,  Richardsons  or  Richardses  (the  final  “s”  of  “Richards”  being 
a  contraction  of  “son”)  ;  Neill’s  sons,  MacNeills;  Herbert’s  sons,  Fitz- 
Herberts;  Thomas’s  sons,  ap  Thomases  [ap  has  been  dropped  from 
many  names  of  which  it  was  formerly  a  part)  ;  and  Reilly’s  sons, 
O’Reillys. 

Another  class  of  surnames,  those  arising  from  some  bodily  or 
personal  characteristic  of  their  first  bearer,  apparently  grew  out  of 
what  were  in  the  first  instance  nicknames.  Thus  Peter  the  strong 
became  Peter  Strong,  Roger  of  small  stature  became  Roger  Little  or 
Roger  Small,  and  blackhaired  William  or  blond  Alfred  became 
William  Black  or  Alfred  White.  From  among  the  many  names  of 
this  type,  only  a  few  need  be  mentioned:  Long,  Short,  Hardy,  Wise, 
Good,  Gladman,  Lover,  and  Youngman. 

A  third  class  of  family  names,  and  perhaps  the  largest  of  all, 
is  that  derived  from  the  place  of  residence  of  the  bearer.  Such  names 
were  popular  in  France  at  an  early  date  and  were  introduced  into 
England  by  the  Normans,  many  of  whom  were  known  by  the  titles 
of  their  estates.  The  surnames  adopted  by  the  nobility  were  mainly 
of  this  type,  being  used  with  the  particles  de,  de  la,  or  del  (meaning 
“of”  “of  the”).  The  Saxon  equivalent  was  the  word  atte  (“at  the”), 
employed  in  such  names  as  John  atte  Brook,  Edmund  atte  Lane, 
Godwin  atte  Brigg,  and  William  atte  Bourne.  A  vestige  of  this  usage 
survives  in  the  names  Atwell,  Atwood,  and  Atwater;  in  other  cases 
the  Norman  de  was  substituted;  and  in  still  others,  such  as  Wood, 
Briggs,  and  Lane,  the  particle  was  dropped.  The  surnames  of  some 
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of  the  Pilgrim  fathers  illustrate  place  designations:  for  instance, 
Winthrop  means  “from  the  friendly  village”;  Endicott,  “an  end  cot¬ 
tage”;  Bradford,  “at  the  broad  ford”;  and  Standish,  “a  stony  park.” 
The  suffixes  “ford,”  “ham,”  “ley,”  and  “ton,”  denoting  locality, 
are  of  frequent  occurrences  in  such  names  as  Ashford,  Bingham, 
Burlev  and  Norton. 

A  fourth  class  of  surnames  were  those  derived  from  occupation. 
The  earliest  of  these  seem  to  have  been  official  names,  such  as  Bishop, 
Mayor,  Fawcett  (judge),  Alderman,  Reeve,  Sheriff,  Chamberlain, 
Chancellor,  Chaplain,  Deacon,  Latimer  (interpreter),  Marshall, 
Sumner  (summoner),  and  Parker  (park-keeper).  Trade  and  craft 
names,  although  of  the  same  general  type,  were  of  somewhat  later 
origin.  Currier  was  a  dresser  of  skins,  Webster  a  weaver,  Wainwright 
a  wagonbuilder,  and  Baxter  a  baker.  Such  names  as  Smith,  Taylor, 
Barber,  Shepherd,  Carter,  Mason,  and  Miller  are  self-explanatory. 

Many  surnames  of  today  which  seem  to  defy  classification  or 
explanation  are  corruptions  of  ancient  forms  which  have  become 
disguised  almost  beyond  recognition.  Longfellow,  for  instance,  was 
originally  Longueville,  Longshanks  was  Longchamps,  Troublefield 
was  Tuberville,  Wrinch  was  Renshaw,  Diggles  was  Douglas,  the 
Snooks  was  Sevenoaks.  Such  corruptions  of  family  names,  resulting 
from  ignorance  of  spelling,  variations  in  pronunciation,  or  merely 
from  the  preference  of  the  bearer,  tend  to  baffle  both  the  genealogist 
and  the  etymologist.  Shakespeare’s  name  is  found  in  some  twenty- 
seven  different  forms,  and  the  majority  of  English  and  Anglo- 
American  surnames  have,  in  their  history,  appeared  in  four  to  a 
dozen  or  more  variant  spellings. 

In  America  a  greater  variety  of  family  names  exists  than  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  world.  Surnames  of  every  race  and  nation  are 
represented.  While  the  greater  number  are  of  English,  Scotch,  Irish, 
or  Welsh  origin,  brought  to  this  country  by  scions  of  families  which 
had  borne  these  names  for  generations  prior  to  emigration,  many 
others,  from  central  and  southern  Europe  and  from  the  Slavic  coun¬ 
tries,  where  the  use  of  surnames  is  generally  a  more  recently  estab¬ 
lished  practice,  present  considerable  difficulty  to  the  student  of  family 
history.  (Note:  Partial  reprint  from  article  of  Research  Bureau  of 
1915) 
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CHAPTER  2 


The  Name  and  Family  of  Orr 


HE  name  of  ORR  is  definitely  known  to  be  of  ancient  Scottish 


origin.  It  w'as  derived  from  the  residence  of  its  first  bearers  at  a 
place  of  that  name  in  County  Kirkcudbright,  Scotland.  Families  or 
clan  groups  of  that  name  were  found  as  early  as  the  beginning  of 
the  Thirteenth  Century.  It  was  found  in  ancient  records  in  the 
various  spellings  of  Or,  Ore,  Orre,  and  Orr.  Of  these  the  name 
ORR  is  by  far  the  most  generally  used  today,  both  in  Scotland  and 
in  America,  while  the  name  ORRE  is  also  occasionallv  found.  For 
instance,  the  1953  Chicago  telephone  directory  lists  143  Orrs  and 
onlv  5  bv  the  name  of  Orre. 


Families  of  the  name  of  Orr,  with  different  spellings,  were  to  be 
found  at  early  dates,  principally  in  the  Scottish  Counties  (or  Shires) 
of  Kirkcudbright,  Dumfries,  Renfrew,  Ayr,  Clackmanan,  and  in 
Edinburgh.  These  families  were  for  the  most  part,  of  the  landed 
gentn^  and  yeomanry^  (small  farmers)  with  scattered  tradesmen, 
teachers,  mechanics,  and  an  occasional  ecclesiastic. 

The  Orrs  have  the  same  characteristics  as  the  average  Scot. 
Their  origin  was  not  different  from  that  of  any  other  Scotch  family 
or  clan.  In  early  origin,  they  were  referred  to  as  Celtic  and  Aryan. 
At  the  time  of  the  Roman  invasion  of  England  in  the  Second  and 
Third  Centuries  A.D.,  inhabitants  of  Scotland  were  referred  to  as 
Caledonians.  Ancient  history  reveals  that  by  the  Eighth  Century, 
A.D.  most  of  the  800  large  and  small  Islands  surrounding  Scotland 
were  inhabited  bv  Norsemen  and  manv  Norse  settlements  were  made 
on  the  eastern  shores  of  Scotland.  In  the  Fourth  Century,  A.D.  there 
also  was  a  general  invasion  and  settlement  by  west  German  tribes 
up  and  down  the  eastern  shores  of  Scotland.  All  of  these  Norse  and 
Germans,  plus  other  infiltrations  from  Wales  and  England,  were 
merged  into  the  Scottish  race.  The  result  was  sturdy  men  of  slightly 
above  average  height,  with  sandy  or  brownish  hair  and  blue  or  hazel 
eyes — strong  men  of  great  fighting  ability,  able  to  endure  severe 
hardship. 

Throughout  the  centuries  the  Scots  have  struggled  not  only 
against  the  elements  but  also  against  numerous  attempts  of  other 
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races  to  invade  their  lands.  After  the  early  Romans  had  invaded  and 
conquered  England  they  were  repeatedly  repulsed  by  the  Scotch  in 
fierce  border  fighting.  The  Normans  who  conquered  England  in 
1066  could  make  no  headway  into  Scotland.  The  Scots  have  always 
boasted  that  they  were  the  only  nation  on  earth  which  has  never 
been  invaded  by  an  enemy.  The  English  have  generally  recognized 
Scotch  valor  by  naming  a  Scottish  Regiment  as  Royal  Guards  of 
the  King  and  by  placing  them  in  or  near  the  front  lines  of  every 
important  battle.  In  both  World  Wars  the  Scots  wearing  kilts  into 
battle,  were  known  to  their  enemies  as  “The  Ladies  from  Hell.” 

In  the  last  effort  of  the  British  to  take  over  Scottish  sovereignty, 
Robert  Bruce  preserved  Scottish  independence  in  the  decisive  battle 
of  Bannockburn  in  1314,  where  40,000  Scots  defeated  60,000  English. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  Scotland  shows  that  the  counties  where 
the  Orrs  first  appeared  extend  from  the  southwestern  corner  and 
border  counties  of  Kirkcudbright  and  Dumfries,  north  through  the 
County  of  Ayr  to  beyond  Glasgow,  including  the  adjacent  County 
of  Renfrew,  thence  northeast  across  the  Central  Lowlands  to  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  the  northern  adjoining  County  of  Clackmannan.  The 
three  counties  of  Kirkcudbright,  Ayr  and  Renfrew  were  all  protected 
from  water  invaders  by  the  rugged  coast  lines  of  the  north  channel 
of  the  Irish  Sea,  but  it  is  only  about  sixty  miles  across  the  channel 
to  the  North  Ireland  port  of  Belfast  where  so  many  Scotch,  including 
large  numbers  of  Orrs,  emigrated  during  the  Sixteenth  and  Seven¬ 
teenth  centuries. 

Prior  to  this  emigration,  not  much  is  known  of  the  Orrs,  except 
that  for  self-protection  they  at  first  formed  small  borderland  and 
upland  clans  or  family  groups  of  the  same  name.  Clans  existed  in 
Scotland  from  A.D.  1018  until  A.D.  1747,  when  they  were  rendered 
powerless  by  law.  Tradition  or  family  folk  lore  has  it  that  the  smaller 
Orr  clans  united  for  offensive  and  defensive  purposes  with  the  Macks 
and  the  Greggs  (or  Craigs)  to  form  the  clan  MacGregor,  but  after 
losing  in  battle  to  the  stronger  Highland  Clan  of  Campbells  (or 
Kamels)  were  forced  to  withdraw  to  the  borderlands  and  central 
lowlands  where  we  first  found  them.  The  central  lowlands  are  the 
most  fertile  and  productive  part  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  most 
scenic.  The  southern  borderlands  or  uplands  have  always  been  noted 
for  sheep-raising  and  wool-production. 

History  also  has  it  that  “When  the  Scottish  baronage  swore 
fealty  to  Edward  I  at  Berwish  in  1291,  their  names  were  written 
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down  in  French  bv  Edward’s  Norman  scribes,  and  the  seals  of  such 
as  had  them  were  attached  to  the  sheet  by  small  strips  of  parchment. 
The  rolls  containing  the  signatures,  when  made  up  with  a  mass  of 
seals  hanging  from  them,  had  much  the  appearance  of  a  huge  roll 
of  the  game  of  Ragman;  and  that  name  probably  having  been  given 
to  it  jokingly  by  some  of  the  young  courtiers  in  attendance,  has  stuck 
to  this  important  state  paper  ever  since.  By  far  the  greater  number 
of  signatures  to  these  rolls  was  obtained  on  the  occasion  of  Edward’s 
Progress  through  Scotland  in  1296.”  (The  Scotch-Irish.  Hanna.  Vol. 
1,  p.  213).  Among  the  names  signed  to  this  “Ragman’s  Roll”  of 
Edward  I  is  that  of  Huwe  de  Orre,  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland. 
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CHAPTER  3 


Mass  Emigration  from  Scotland  to  North  Ireland 

EJ  I  STORY  reveals  that  great  religious  and  civil  strife  stirred  Scot¬ 
land  for  about  100  vears  from  1550  to  1650.  An  era  of  “free 

4 

thinking”  began  over  the  preaching  and  agitation  of  John  Knox 
(1505-1575)  and  John  Calvin.  Knox,  founder  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  poured  out  his  bitter  tirades  against  both  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  and  the  Established  Church  of  England.  He  argued  that 
these  churches  had  resorted  to  idolatry  and  image  worship,  without 
provoking  thought  or  judgment  on  the  part  of  their  followers.  This 
great  religious  upheaval  was  known  as  the  Reformation  and  resulted 
in  religious  persecution  and  bloodshed.  Fighting  also  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  the  clans  of  Scotland.  Thousands  of  Scotch  joined  the  new 
Presbyterian  faith  until  it  became,  as  it  is  today,  the  dominant 
religion  of  Scotland.  The  Church  of  England  responded  to  more 
liberalism  and  the  Papacy  remained  under  constant  attack.  Hard¬ 
ships  and  partial  famine,  added  to  the  clamor  of  religious  differences, 
saw  the  beginning  of  Scotch  emigration  to  North  Ireland,  then  com- 
monlv  known  as  Ulster. 

4 

This  migration  took  place  in  a  small  way  during  the  early  part 
of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  I  (1558-1603),  but  did  not  reach  large 
proportions  until  after  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  James  I, 
a  Stuart  King  ( 1 603 ) .  It  is  said  to  have  reached  its  climax  about 
the  year  1650.  In  addition  to  religious  persecution  and  civil  strife, 
much  of  the  emigration  of  the  Scotch  into  North  Ireland  was  due  to 
the  promise  of  cheap  or  free  land  and  the  policy  of  the  English 
Crown  in  dealing  with  its  troublesome  Irish  subjects.  It  was  the 
avowed  purpose  of  the  English  ruling  classes  to  colonize  Ulster  with 
these  tenacious  Scotch  Presbyterians  in  order  to  stabilize  the  northern 
portion  of  Ireland  against  repeated  Irish  riots  and  rebellions,  to  the 
end  that  all  of  Ireland  might  eventually  be  brought  under  better 
control. 

ULSTER,  the  most  northerly  of  the  four  provinces  of  Ireland, 
comprised  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Armagh,  Cavan,  Donegal,  Down, 
Fermanagh,  Londonderry,  Monaghan  and  Tyrone.  At  a  very  early 
period  Ulster  was  a  provincial  kingdom  and  its  southern  boundary 
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was  farther  south  than  it  is  today.  The  O’Neills  and  O’Donnells 
were  the  princely  families  and  over-lords  of  Ulster  and  they  main¬ 
tained  themselves  until  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  (1603).  In 
the  following  reign  of  James  I  the  Irish  title-deeds  were  declared  void 
and  Scottish  Presbyterians  were  invited  to  go  over  and  settle  on  the 
lands.*  The  influx  of  thousands  of  Scotch  families  into  North  Ireland 
not  only  dispossessed  the  few  remaining  Irish  tenants,  but  also  trans¬ 
formed  the  northern  counties  of  Ireland  into  a  Scottish  stronghold 
of  tenacious  protestants.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Orrs,  many 
of  whom  lived  in  the  nearby  coastal  counties  of  Scotland,  joined  in 
this  pilgrimage,  particularly  into  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Down  and 
Donegal. 

THE  ORRS  IN  NORTH  IRELAND 

One  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Orr  family  to  be  recorded  in 
North  Ireland  was  one  James  Orr  of  County  Down,  next  to  County 
Antrim  on  the  northeast  corner  of  North  Ireland  just  a  short  distance 
by  sea  from  Glasgow,  about  the  year  1610.  He  is  said  to  have  died 
in  1627,  leaving  a  widow  Jane  (nee  Clement)  and  several  children. 
Among  his  descendants  are  believed  to  have  been  the  Reverend  Peter 
Orr  of  County  Antrim  in  1673;  the  Reverend  Alexander  Orr  of  the 
same  place  at  a  slightly  later  date,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  grand¬ 
father  of  one  James  Orr,  who  left  issue  by  his  wife  Jane  Steward  of 
several  children  whose  names  are  not  certain;  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Orr  of  Countv  Down  about  1695,  who  was  succeeded  in  his  church 
by  the  Reverend  John  Orr  about  1710;  the  Reverend  James  Orr  of 
County  Armagh  (next  to  County  Down  in  North  Ireland)  at  a 
slightly  later  date;  and  the  Reverend  Robert  Orr  of  County  Antrim  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Another  Reverend  Alexander  Orr  is  said  to  have  been  Minister 
of  Beith,  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  about  1690;  and  by  his  wife  Barbara 
Crawfurd  of  Renfrewshire  he  was  the  father  of  the  Reverend  Alex¬ 
ander,  Archibald,  and  Anna,  of  whom  the  first  was  Minister  of 
Muirkirk  in  1717  and  has  issue  by  his  wife  Agnes  Dalrymple  of 
Alexander,  Patrick,  William,  John,  Barbara,  Susan,  and  Agnes. 

*Under  the  government  of  Ireland  Act  1920,  six  of  the  counties,  Antrim, 
Armagh,  Down,  Fermanagh,  Londonderry  and  Tyrone,  now  form  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  North  Ireland  with  its  capital  at  Belfast,  as  thus  formed.  North  Ireland 
is  a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  along  with  Scotland.  Under  the  Irish  Free 
State  Agreement  Act,  1922,  the  counties  Cavan,  Donegal  and  Monaghan  with 
the  provinces  of  Leinster,  Munster  and  Connaught  form  the  Irish  Free  State. 
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It  is  not  definitely  known  whether  our  branch  of  the  Orr  family 
came  to  America  directly  from  Scotland  or  first  went  to  North  Ire- 

4 

land  and  then  came  to  this  countrw  However,  it  is  the  best  con- 
sidered  opinion  of  several  eminent  genealogists  that  our  branch  of  the 
Orr  family  came  to  America  by  way  of  North  Ireland,  even  though 
it  is  generally  believed  that  all  of  the  Orrs  were  of  common  Scotch 
ancestr\'  at  a  remote  period.  It  is  significant  that  in  tracing  several 
early  generations  of  our  branch  of  the  Orrs,  the  given  or  Christian 
names  most  favored  for  its  male  progeny  were  John,  William, 
Thomas,  Patrick,  Joseph,  James  and  Arthur,  while  in  another  branch 
of  Orrs,  of  undoubted  close  early  relationship,  we  find  the  general 
use  of  such  different  names  as  Robert,  Hugh,  Samuel,  Alexander, 
Matthew,  David,  George  and  Isaac.  The  names  of  James  and  Wil¬ 
liam  seem  to  be  common  to  both  ancestral  lines. 

No  good  purpose  would  be  served  in  reviewing  the  numerous 
branches  of  Orrs  who  established  authentic  records  of  their  existence 
in  Scotland  and  North  Ireland,  but  do  not  seem  to  be  closely  related 
to  our  branch  of  the  family. 
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CHAPTER  4 


John  O  r  r 

1700  -  1760 

Our  Ancestor  Comes  to  America 

A  MONO  the  early  Scotch  emigrants  to  leave  over-crowded  Ulster 
and  come  to  America  was  our  ancestor,  John  Orr,  and  his  broth¬ 
er,  William.  Thev  were  said  to  have  been  twins  and  red  haired.  The 
exact  date  of  their  landing  is  not  known,  but  it  was  about  1730  or 
1731.  Family  tradition  exists  that  they  were  in  their  middle  twenties 
when  they  landed  in  Philadelphia  and  that  they  remained  there  for  a 
year  or  two  before  settling  on  separate  land  grants.  They  first  moved 
into  nearby  Bucks  County,  where  Humphrey  Orr,  a  wealthy  old  Scot 
and  his  wife  had  established  their  home  in  1730.  While  not  certain 
it  is  altogether  likely  that  Humphrey  Orr,  who  is  said  to  have  come 
from  County  Donegal  in  Ulster,  was  related  to  John  and  William 
Orr.  John  and  his  wife  were  said  to  have  brought  two  small  children 
with  them — John  and  Arthur,  the  latter  about  3  years  old.  They 
were  the  probable  parents  of  Thomas  and  James  and  other  children 
whose  names  appear  in  the  same  period. 

Land  was  abundant  and  cheap  in  those  days  and  grants  from 
the  sovereign  proprietors  could  be  had  for  less  than  a  shilling  per  acre, 
provided  a  clearance  of  timber  was  made  for  a  certain  number  of 
acres  and  a  log  cabin  erected  and  occupied  for  a  certain  period.  With 
the  constant  increase  of  Scotch  emigrants  both  directly  from  Scotland 
and  from  Presbyterian  North  Ireland  (called  Scotch-Irish)  the  settle¬ 
ments  rapidly  pushed  westward  in  Pennsylvania  from  Bucks  County 
into  Lancaster  and  York  counties. 

Here  are  the  land  grant  records  of  John  Orr  and  ^Villiam  Orr, 
taken  from  the  Pennsylvania  Archives,  3rd  Series,  Vol.  24: 

Bucks  County 

John  Orr,  200  acres,  warranted,  19  March,  1733 
John  Orr,  180  acres,  warranted,  10  December,  1745 
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Lancaster  County 

William  Orr,  200  acres,  warranted,  12  June,  1738 
William  Orr,  70  acres,  warranted,  1  April,  1749 
William  Orr,  40  acres,  warranted,  11  April,  1749 
John  Orr,  50  acres,  warranted,  3  August,  1749 

In  early  colonial  Pennsylvania  most  of  the  birth,  marriage  and 
death  records  in  the  counties  named  were  kept  by  the  Presbyterian 
churches  and  with  some  exceptions,  have  now  disappeared.  A  search 
in  the  probate  records  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  reveals,  however, 
that  William  Orr,  brother  of  John,  died  prior  to  1755  leaving  no 
surviving  widow  but  the  following  named  sons:  William,  Patrick, 
Daniel,  Nathaniel  and  John.  No  daughters  were  mentioned.  The 
same  source  disclosed  that  the  son  Patrick  died  intestate  in  1755, 
that  James  Caldwell  was  Administrator  of  his  estate;  that  he  left 
the  other  four  brothers  as  his  sole  surviving  heirs  and  that  Nathaniel 
and  John  were  only  half-brothers.  Thus,  the  emigrant  William  Orr 
must  have  been  married  twice. 

As  to  John  Orr,  our  ancestor  emigrant,  there  are  many  indica¬ 
tions  that  he  moved  southwestward  into  Lancaster  County,  taking 
his  son  Arthur  and  other  children  with  him.  This  is  where  his 
brother  William  was  living  in  1738  and  later  years.  There  was  no 
law  requiring  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths  in  Pennsylvania 
prior  to  June  6,  1893.  Marriage  licenses  were  not  required  in  that 
state  prior  to  October  1,  1885.  Thus,  vital  statistics  are  missing. 

In  the  “History  of  Cumberland  and  Adams  Counties”  (Adams 
was  carved  out  of  York  County  in  1800)  page  21  et  seq.,  a  list  of 
early  settlers  upon  the  Proprietorial  Manor  of  Maske,  together  with 
the  date  of  their  settling  there,  appears  “Orr,  James,  May  1739.” 
He  was  probably  one  of  John  Orr’s  younger  brothers. 

At  page  246  of  the  same  history  appears  a  list  of  burials  in 
Black’s  (Upper  Marsh  Creek)  Presbyterian  Cemetery,  of  Mary  Orr, 
date  of  death,  1754.  Whether  this  Mary  Orr  was  the  wife  of  either 
of  the  settlers  John,  or  William,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

The  two  first-born  sons,  William  and  John,  who  were  named 
after  their  respective  fathers,  as  was  then  the  custom,  appear  to  have 
moved  from  Lancaster  County  to  York  County  somewhere  around 
the  years  1745  to  1750.  In  the  above  named  history  of  Adams  Coun¬ 
ty,  at  page  251,  we  learn  that  “  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
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Pennsylvania  Council  in  1789,  signed  by  Matthew  McNutt,  Robert 
McNutt,  William  Orr,  John  Orr  (and  others)  asking  for  a  re-survey 
of  a  portion  of  Franklin  Township. 

At  page  277  of  the  same  history  we  find  (Hamiltonian  Town¬ 
ship)  “The  29  tracts  on  the  outside,  adjoining  ‘Carroll’s  Delight’  (a 
new  settlement)  were  occupied  by  the  following  named  in  1789  .  .  . 
William  Orr  and  John  Orr.” 


CHAPTER  5 


Arthur  Orr 

1727  -  1807 


The  First  Arthur  Orr  in  America 

SO  far  as  can  be  found,  the  small  son,  Arthur  Orr,  who  came  from 
^  North  Ireland  with  his  Scotch  father,  John  Orr,  about  1730,  was 
the  first  American  Orr  with  the  Christian  name  of  ^Arthur.  The  name 
“Arthur”  then  ran  through  four  successive  generations  of  our  family 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  then  disappeared  after  about  100  years 
of  repeated  use. 

The  first  Arthur  Orr,  my  great-great-great  grandfather,  grew’ 
to  manhood  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  was  married,  but  the 
place  and  date  of  his  marriage  and  the  name  of  his  wdfe  are  unknown. 
He  was  probably  born  abroad  in  the  year  1727  and  is  known  by  court 
records  to  have  died  in  Washington  County,  Va.,  in  1807,  intestate. 
His  only  son,  Arthur,  was  Administrator  of  his  estate  and  his  sole  heir. 

The  inventory  in  his  estate,  filed  in  Washington  County,  at 
Abingdon,  Va.,  dated  June  23,  1808,  shows  the  following  personal 
property  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death: 

Will  Book  No.  3,  Page  71. 


25th  May  1808.  An  Inventory  and  appraisement 
chattels  of  Arthur  Orr  the  elder  deceased 

of  the  goods  and 

“One  bible 

$  2.  0 

“One  book  entitled  Weatherspoon 

.68 

“One  table  cloth  and  a  small  piece  of  muslin 

1.25 

“One  bottle  and  one  glass 

.42 

“One  bowl  One  mug  and  box  of  wafers 

.17 

“One  bed  and  furniture 

17.  0 

“One  bedstead  and  cord 

2.  ” 

“One  piece  of  sole  leather 

2.50 

“One  piece  of  upper  leather 

.30 

“One  small  pot  and  hooks 

1.25 
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One  hackle 

.75 

One  fine  Hackle 

3.  ” 

One  Silver  watch 

2.  ” 

One  large  chest 

2.75 

One  saddle 

3.  ” 

One  bay  mare 

13.33 

(Signed)  Leonard  Hutton 
Samuel  Scott 
William  Eakin 

We  find  the  amount  of  the  cash  notes  to  be  1414.11. 

(Signed)  Arthur  Orr  Senr.  ) 

James  Orr  )  Administrators 

At  a  Court  held  for  Washington  County  the  23rd  day  of  June 
1808. 

This  Inventory  and  appraisement  of  the  estate  of  Arthur  Orr 
the  elder,  deceased,  was  returned  to  Court  and  Ordered  to  be  re¬ 
corded. 

Attest 

D.  Campbell  D.  C. 

The  “Arthur  Orr,  senr.”  was  in  fact  Arthur  Orr,  the  son  of 
Arthur  Orr  the  Elder,  deceased,  and  James  Orr  was  the  oldest  son 
of  Arthur  Orr,  Jr.  Little  is  known  of  the  first  Arthur  Orr’s  life 
except  the  above  and  the  fact  that  in  1761  he  bought  land  in  York 
County,  Pa.,  and  moved  there  with  his  family. 

The  first  recorded  proof  of  this  was  the  finding  of  a  deed  ex¬ 
ecuted  9  June,  1761,  by  which  Rev.  Adam  Boyd,  of  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  and  Jane,  his  wife,  conveyed  to  Arthur  Orr,  of  Manor  Township, 
Lancaster  County,  Yeoman  (means,  small-land  owner)  202  acres 
in  Huntington  Township,  York  County,  for  160  pounds  sterling.  This 
deed  indicates  when  Arthur  Orr  came  into  York  County  and  where 
his  former  home  had  been.  (The  land  is  now  in  Adams  County,  Pa.) 

The  tax  lists  indicate  that  Arthur  Orr,  the  elder,  also  bought  land 
in  Tyrone  Township,  York  County,  and  for  over  20  years  occupied 
this  land  as  his  home. 
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The  first  Arthur  Orr  appears  to  have  had  three  daughters,  one 
of  whom  married  or  died  after  1783  and  prior  to  1790.  The  tax  lists 
show  two  daughters  and  one  son,  Arthur,  Jr.,  constituted  his  family. 

Taxables  of  1762:  Arthur  Orr,  Tyrone  Twp.,  York  County 

Tax  £10  Shillings  6  pence 

1779  -  same  150  acres;  5  horses,  4  cattle 

tax  49.10.0. 

1780  -  same  1  horse,  3  cattle  -  tax  47.0.0. 

1781  -  same  4  horses,  4  cattle  -  tax  4.10.0. 

1782  -  same  4  horses,  5  cattle  -  tax  8.11.0. 

1783  -  same  5  inhabitants;  6  horned  cattle,  3 

horses,  9  sheep ;  1  house,  1  outhouse. 
Value  £  152.  17.  0;  tax  £  3.0.0. 

Census  of  1790  first  taken  bv  Federal  authority  shows  “Arthur 
Orr,  Senr.  -  1  male  over  16  (including  the  head  of  the  family),  3 
females.” 

Arthur  Orr,  the  elder,  thus  lived  on  his  150  acre  farm  in  Tyrone 
Township,  York  County,  Pa.,  from  1761  until  he  left  there  with  his 
only  son,  ikrthur,  Jr.  in  1795  for  their  400  mile  journey  along  the 
famous  Wilderness  Road  into  southwest  Virginia.  There,  near  Abing¬ 
don,  he  lived  the  last  1 2  years  of  his  life  with  his  son  and  daughter-in- 
law  and  their  large  family  of  seven  boys  and  six  girls.  WTat  stories 
of  Indians  near  his  earlv  home  in  Pennsylvania  he  must  have  told 
to  his  grandsons ! 
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CHAPTER  6 


Arthur  Orr 

1753  -  1814 


The  Second  Arthur  Orr  in  America 


A  RTHUR  ORR,  only  son  of  Arthur  Orr,  the  elder,  was  born  on  the 
latter’s  farm  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania  in  1753.  When 
he  was  about  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  bought  two  tracts  of  land 
in  York  County,  adjoining  Lancaster  County  on  the  west.  One  of 
these  tracts  was  in  Tyrone  Township,  the  other  in  nearby  Huntington 
Township.  He  then  moved  with  his  family  onto  the  Tyrone  Town¬ 
ship  farm.  The  son,  Arthur,  upon  his  marriage  to  Ann  Scott  in  1773, 
moved  to  the  Huntington  Township  farm  where  the  couple  lived 
until  they  moved  to  Virginia  in  1795. 

In  this  22  year  period,  the  tax  lists  showing  articles  and  taxes 
assessed  for  different  years  offers  the  principal  record  of  Arthur  Orr, 
Jr.  in  Pennsylvania.  A  local  census  taken  there  in  1783  and  the  first 
Federal  census,  taken  in  1790,  are  also  included. 

Taxables  of  1775  -  Huntington  Township  £  0.7.6 

Taxables  of  1779  -  same  100  acres, 

3  horses,  3  cattle.  Tax  27.10.0. 

Taxables  of  1780  -  Huntington  Twp.  60  acres,  3  horses,  3 

cattle,  tax  20.0.0. 

Taxables  of  1781  -  Huntington  Twp.  100  acres,  still,  2 

horses,  5  cattle,  tax  2.15.0 

Taxables  of  1782  -  Huntington  Twp.  100  acres,  2  horses, 

4  cattle.  Tax  6.0.0 


Taxables  of  1783  -  Huntington  Twp.,  8  inhabitants, 

4  horned  cattle,  3  horses,  6  sheep, 

100  acres,  1  house,  1  outhouse, 

1  still,  value  £  120.13.6;  Tax  £  3.0.0. 

Census  of  1790  -  Arthur  Orr,  Jr.,  1  male  over  16  (includ¬ 

ing  the  head  of  the  family)  5  males 
under  16;  7  females  (probably  included 
wife  and  1  hired  girl.) 
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In  the  1800  census,  the  only  Orr  left  in  Adams  County 
(created  out  of  part  of  York  county)  was  William  Orr,  of 
Hamilton’s  Bann  Township  -  probably  a  son  or  grandson  of 
John  Orr’s  brother,  William. 

The  life  and  accomplishments  of  Arthur  Orr,  Jr.,  were  both 
noteworthy  and  outstanding,  when  judged  by  the  standards  of  his 
day.  His  father  gave  him  a  good  elementary  education  and  raised 
him  as  a  devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  As  a  young  boy 
amid  the  rugged  hills  of  a  sparsely  settled  region,  where  wild  game 
was  plentiful,  Arthur  soon  became  skilled  in  the  use  of  a  rifle  and 
hunting  knife.  This  knowledge  served  him  well  when  he  later  became 
a  member  of  the  Continental  army  in  the  American  Revolution. 

HIS  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  RECORD 

ARTHUR  ORR — Private  of  the  Sixth  Class,  5th 
Company,  Commanded  by  Captain  Francis  Bonner,  6th 
Battalion  York  County  Militia  from  Huntington  Township, 
according  to  an  Appeals  Docket  dated  Huntington,  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1781,  according  to  which  he  “marched”  as  was  re¬ 
quired  (i.e.  not  furnishing  a  substitute  and  not  proving  de¬ 
linquent.)  [Sub.  Lt.  Book,  M.S.  Archives  Division,  Pa. 

State  Library,  Young,  op.  cit.  Red  series  page  212;  Pa. 
Archives  3rd  Series,  Volume  VH,  Page  51] 

ARTHUR  ORR — Private  in  the  Fourth  Company, 
Commanded  by  Captain  John  Zeigler,  Ninth  Battalion, 

York  County  Militia,  according  to  a  return  for  October, 
1783,  dated  25  November,  1783;  during  this  time  the 
private  was  not  delinquent.  [N.S.,  Archives  Division, 
Pennsylvania  State  Library,  Young,  op.  cit.,  page  254] 

Note:  Service  in  the  State  Militia  was  considered  as  service 
in  the  Continental  Army  during  the  American  Revolution. 

Arthur  Orr,  Jr.  proved  himself  a  successful  farmer  and  by  his 
wisdom,  hard  work  and  frugality,  he  soon  acquired  a  comfortable 
share  of  worldly  possessions.  He  and  his  wife,  Ann,  also  lost  no  time 
in  raising  a  large  family,  so  that  by  1795  they  had  11  living  children, 
6  boys  and  5  girls.  Their  farm  home  was  ever-crowded,  and  the  three 
oldest  boys,  James  (21),  Arthur  (19)  and  John  (17)  were  nearing 
a  time  when  they  would  need  farms  of  their  own. 

This  was  the  situation  which  confronted  Arthur  and  his  wife 
for  several  years  prior  to  their  decision  to  move  to  Virginia  in  1795. 
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It  was  not  a  difficult  but  rather  an  easy  decision  to  make.  Arthur’s 
aging  father  had  lost  his  wife  by  death  and  his  remaining  two  daugh¬ 
ters  by  marriage,  and  the  old  man  had  moved  in  as  another  member 
of  his  son’s  crowded  household.  Moreover,  for  a  number  of  years  they 
had  been  hearing  glowing  reports  of  a  new  Scotch  settlement  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Virginia,  in  Washington  County,  the  last  Virginia 
county  to  be  organized  (  1777).  This  locality  was  fast  becoming 
settled,  as  land  agents  were  bringing  ship  loads  of  Scotch  families 
from  North  Ireland  and  Scotland  on  promises  of  plenty  of  cheap,  rich 
land,  with  freedom  from  Indian  attacks.  After  1790,  a  new  and  IM¬ 
PROVED  ROAD  was  opened  FOR  USE  BY  HORSE-DRAWN 
vehicles  all  the  way  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Cumberland  Gap  and 
beyond.  These  advantages,  added  to  warmer  climate,  beautiful 
scenery  and  a  bountiful  supply  of  buffalo,  deer,  wild  turkeys,  ducks 
and  geese  for  Arthur  and  his  boys  to  hunt,  made  the  year  1795 
memorable  in  the  Orr  family’s  history. 


CHAPTER  7 


The  Orrs  Move  to  Virginia  on  the  Wilderness  Road 

'THE  road  travelled  by  Arthur  Orr  when  he  left  York  County,  Pa., 
was  the  renowned  Wilderness  Road.  This  road  has  been  aptly 
described  by  Robert  Kincaid  in  his  book  “The  Wilderness  Road,” 
published  in  1949: 

“No  single  trail  is  more  significant  in  the  westward 
spread  of  English  colonization  than  the  Wilderness  Road 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  It  was  the  first  route 
opened  across  the  Appalachian  barrier.  From  1775  to  1800 
it  was  the  principal  overland  entry  into  the  limitless  reaches 
of  the  west.  It  was  the  life-line  that  saved  the  northwest  for 
the  young  republic.” 

It  started  at  Wadkin’s  Ferry,  West  Virginia  (near  southeastern 
Pennsylvania ) ,  and  dipped  southwestward  across  Virginia  to  its  south¬ 
western  corner  where  the  three  states  of  Virginia,  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  meet  at  the  renowned  Cumberland  Gap,  thence  angled 
northwest  through  Kentucky  to  Louisville,  a  distance  of  700  miles. 

It  traversed  diagonally  through  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  River,  between  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  on  the  southeast 
and  the  Appalachians  on  the  northwest.  It  may  be  called  the  “grand¬ 
father  of  all  the  roads  which  connected  the  east  with  the  west.”  In 
its  hey  day,  it  was  eagerly  travelled  by  tens  of  thousands  of  home- 
seekers  with  their  pack  horses  and  covered  wagons,  inspired  chiefly 
by  their  common  desire  to  obtain  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  land 
for  little  or  no  price  except  hardship,  danger  and  possible  death. 

The  Wilderness  Road,  often  called  Pennsylvania  Road,  the 
Scotch  Road,  the  Great  Road,  the  Virginia  Way  and  other  names, 
was  the  enlargement  of  an  old  Indian  trail  in  existence  before  Colum¬ 
bus  discovered  America.  In  1670-1671  a  band  of  Virginia  setilers 
and  colonists  discovered  the  trail  and  followed  it  across  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains  near  the  present  city  of  Roanoke,  thence  southwest 
until  it  reached  the  Appalachians.  Up  to  1785  it  could  be  travelled 
by  pack  horse  but  no  wagons  could  be  used  farther  west  than  the 
Holston  River  Valley  (near  Abingdon,  Va. ).  By  1790  the  road  had 
been  widened  and  many  bridges  installed  so  covered  wagons  drawn 
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by  horses  could  cross  the  Cumberland  Mountains  into  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky.  The  quarter  century  following  1750  was  a  period  of 
fierce  Indian  fighting  with  the  large  Cherokee  tribe,  as  well  as  the 
Shawnee,  who  occupied  parts  of  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and 
Ohio.  They  ambushed  and  killed  hundreds  of  settlers,  including  one 
of  Daniel  Boone’s  sons.  Periodic  Indian  raids  were  made  upon  small 
or  isolated  frontier  settlements.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  the  English  incited  the  Indians  to  further  depredations  upon 
the  new  settlements.  It  was  not  until  1779  when  Major  Clark,  with 
about  300  Militia  volunteers,  cleaned  the  last  remnants  of  Indians 
out  of  Kaskaskia  and  captured  Vincennes,  that  peace  was  established 
alono:  the  western  frontiers. 

The  V/ilderness  Road  did  not  become  safe  for  travel  beyond 
the  Holston  Valley  settlements  until  after  the  American  Revolution. 
It  has  often  been  stated,  however,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  one-sixth  of  all  the  people  in  the  Colonies  were  Scottish. 
In  Kincaid’s  book  it  seems  that  a  larger  proportion  than  one-sixth 
were  found  in  settlements  along  the  Wilderness  Road.  Major  James 
Ore  took  a  prominent  part  in  Indian  fighting  west  of  the  Holston 
Valley;  other  Scots  then  prominent  in  that  vicinity  were  Col.  John 
Knox,  Reverend  Lewis  Craig,  Arthur  Campbell,  Benjamin  Logan, 
the  Crabtrees,  Kincaids,  Montgomerys,  Breckenridge,  Hicks,  Snod¬ 
grass,  Stuarts,  Pattons,  and  Bordons.  In  fact  John  Patton  is  said  to 
have  made  25  trips  to  Scotland  in  recruiting  new  settlers.  Their 
headquarters  were  maintained  in  the  Holston  Valley,  for  a  number  of 
years,  beginning  in  1750. 

The  Wilderness  Road  is  now  known  in  Virginia  as  the  Dixie 
Highway,  Route  11,  and  we  travelled  over  it  in  May,  1953,  when 
we  visited  the  old  400  acre  Cedar  Creek  Larm  of  my  great-great 
grandfather  Arthur  Orr,  on  the  middle  fork  of  the  Holston  River, 
a  beautiful  spot  in  the  rolling  foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 
of  southwest  Virginia,  5  miles  southeast  of  Abingdon,  Va.,  and  only 
3  miles  from  the  North  Carolina  line. 

The  400  mile  move  from  York  County  to  southwest  Virginia 
followed  the  sales  of  the  two  farms  in  the  spring  of  1795.  Nearly 
all  settlers  of  that  day  started  out  in  the  late  winter  months  in  order 
to  get  to  their  destinations  early  enough  to  plant  their  crops  for  that 
year.  The  travellers  on  the  “Wilderness  Road”  found  taverns  at  con¬ 
venient  distances  so  they  could  travel  by  day  and  sleep  comfortably 
by  night,  with  stables  and  black-smith  shops  for  their  horses,  and 
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pens  for  cattle  and  other  livestock  which  the  pioneers  brought  with 
them.  Drinking  water  for  the  travellers,  as  well  as  for  their  horses 
and  cows,  was  found  at  frequent  creek-fords  and  numerous  springs 
enroute.  So  far  as  known,  the  Orrs  made  the  journey  without  mis¬ 
hap,  and  arrived  in  Abingdon  (formerly  called  Wolf  Hills),  the 
county  seat  of  Washington  County,  Va.,  in  May,  1795. 

While  Ann  Orr  and  the  smaller  children  were  temporarily 
housed  and  fed  by  hospitable  neighbors,  Arthur  closed  a  deal  for  a 
farm  located  on  the  north  bank  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  Holston 
River,  consisting  of  402  acres  and  known  as  the  Cedar  Creek  farm. 
A  copy  of  the  deed  is  shown  in  the  following  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  8 


Arthur  Orr  Buys  Virginia  Farm 

Deed  to  Arthur  Orr  for 
“Cedar  Creek^'’  Farm 

TN  an  early  “History  of  southwest  Virginia”  it  was  disclosed  that  Ar¬ 
thur  Orr  purchased  his  Cedar  Creek  farm  in  July,  1795,  and 
settled  there  with  his  family. 

From  the  foregoing  meager  reference  a  search  was  made  through 
the  deed  records  of  Washington  County,  Virginia,  which  county  was 
organized  in  1777.  Abingdon  was  and  is  the  County  Seat.  In  1864, 
the  United  States  troops  burned  the  Court  House  and  destroyed  near¬ 
ly  all  of  its  contents.  However,  just  before  the  Federal  troops  arrived 
in  Abingdon,  some  fast  working  Confederates  filled  a  mule  cart  full 
of  the  old  deed,  will  and  marriage  records,  then  hauled  them  away 
and  secreted  them  in  a  barn  near  the  old  Arthur  Orr  farmstead. 
They  escaped  burning  and  have  since  been  re-bound.  These  records 
yielded  much  interesting  data  about  our  early  ancestors. 

It  appears  from  deed  book  No.  1  at  page  413  that  on  July  21, 
1795,  Lewis  Will,  and  Catherine,  his  wife,  for  the  sum  of  $1,566.00, 
conveyed,  bargained  and  sold  to  Arthur  Orr  “and  his  heirs”  one  cer¬ 
tain  tract  of  land  on  the  north  branch  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  Hol- 
ston  River  in  said  county  containing  402  acres,  and  bounded  as 
follows,  to-wit : 

“beginning  between  two  hiccories,  a  black  oak  and 
black  oak  grubb  in  a  flatt  north  fifty  one  degrees  east  two 
hundred  and  twenty  five  poles*  to  a  large  white  oak  dog¬ 
wood  and  hiccory  in  the  old  Patent  line  of  the  tract  known 
by  Wood’s  Tract  and  on  the  same;  south  thirty  nine  degrees 
east  one  hundred  and  seventy  eight  poles  to  a  large  white 
oak  south  seven  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  sixty  four 
poles  to  two  fallen  red  oaks  the  Patent  corner  on  the  south 
side  of  the  ridge  and  with  a  line  of  same  south  fifty  five  de¬ 
grees  west  one  hundred  and  forty  eight  poles  to  two  white 
oaks  and  two  fallen  red  oaks  then  north  thirty  two  degrees 


*“Pole”  is  the  ancient  term  for  “rod”  or  I6/2  feet. 
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west  two  hundred  and  eighty  five  poles  to  the  beginning 
with  its  appurtenances.  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  tract 
of  land  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Arthur  Orr  and  his  heirs 
forever.” 

The  deed  was  not  delivered  until  July,  but  before  that  time, 
Arthur  and  his  three  stalwart  sons  had  built  a  temporary  log  shelter, 
got  their  crops  in,  and  started  work  on  a  large  2  story  log  and  stone 
house  for  the  family.  The  home  was  erected  on  the  crest  of  a  slope 
about  400  feet  from  the  highway  which  led  down  to  the  Holston 
River.  A  large  running  spring,  near  the  front  side  of  the  house  was 
walled  with  slabs  of  white  lime-stone,  with  steps  of  lime-stone  leading 
down  to  the  spring,  and  all  “housed  in.”  This  was  called  the  “spring 
house  in  the  different  surveys.  When  I  visited  Cedar  Creek  farm  in 
May,  1953,  I  saw  the  remains  of  the  old  home  and  spring-house. 
The  lime-stone  steps  and  parts  of  the  side  walls  of  the  spring-house 
were  still  in  their  original  position,  after  some  158  years.  Only  a  few 
of  the  foundation  and  fireplace  stones  of  the  old  house  remain  to  be 
seen,  but  a  definite  eroded  buggy  or  wagon  path  still  exists  to  show 
the  location  of  the  old  road  from  the  house  and  barn  to  the  highway 
in  front.  Miss  Quisenberry,  the  present  owner  of  part  of  the  Orr 
farm,  told  me  that  her  father,  who  bought  the  place  in  1887,  tore 
down  the  large  Orr  house,  including  a  more  recent  L  two-story  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  back  side,  in  order  to  get  part  of  the  lumber  and  stone 
required  to  build  their  present  home.  The  present  home  was  built 
about  100  feet  in  front  of  the  old  Orr  homestead,  which  was  last 
occupied  by  John  Orr,  a  grandson  of  Arthur,  as  late  as  1865. 

Arthur  Orr  and  his  family  grew  and  prospered  at  their  newly 
adopted  home  in  Virginia.  Two  more  children  were  born,  Joseph 
and  Nancy,  after  their  arrival  there.  The  sons  and  daughters  began 
marrying  to  daughters  and  sons  of  nearby  Scotch  families,  as  will  be 
seen  later.  Arthur  began  deeding  parts  of  his  farm  lands  to  his  sons, 
as  is  shown  hereafter.  Time  passed  rapidly  and  slaves  were  added 
to  family’s  possessions. 

In  the  year,  1807,  the  whole  family  was  shocked  and  grieved 
by  the  rather  untimely  death  of  the  beloved  wife  and  mother,  Ann, 
who  had  bourne  14  children  and  raised  13  to  an  adult  age.  The  War 
of  1812  came,  and  the  son,  Thomas,  enlisted  at  the  age  of  20,  and 
served  without  getting  his  hide  punctured,  only  later  to  become  my 
great-grandfather  without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  Finally,  at  the 
age  of  only  61,  Arthur  Orr,  revered  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
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him,  died  in  1814.  He  and  his  life  companion,  Ann,  were  both  buried 
in  Old  Glade  Spring  Presbyterian  Cemetery,  about  three  miles  from 
their  home-place.  The  Revolutionary  solider,  the  devout  church  man, 
the  frugal  and  wealthy  farmer,  the  loving  husband  and  father,  was 
laid  to  rest  near  the  home  of  his  choice  amid  the  foothills  of  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  in  Virginia. 

His  last  will  makes  cash  bequests  to  his  five  grandchildren  then 
living  who  had  been  named  after  him.  It  also  makes  such  equitable 
provisions  for  all  of  his  children,  and  the  children  of  a  deceased 
daughter,  that  his  fatherly  love,  kindness  and  wisdom  cannot  be 
doubted.  Here  is  his  will,  perfectly  drawn  from  a  legal  standpoint, 
together  with  the  Inventory  in  his  estate: 


'  I 


r  iPh'il  \ 


I 


.  ,  V 


w 


■  * 


i 


CHAPTER  9 


Full  Text  of  Will  of  Arthur  Orr 

County  Court  Clerk’s  Office 
Abingdon,  \Vashington  County,  Virginia 

Will  Book  4  -  Page  59 

I,  Arthur  Orr,  of  Washington  County,  in  the  State  of  Vriginia, 
do  make  and  publish  this,  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  in  manner 
following  viz:  I  will  that  my  body,  after  death,  be  buried  in  a  Chris- 
tianlike  manner  at  the  discretion  of  mv  Executors,  that  out  of  mv 
worldly  estate  with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me,  my  lawful 
debts  and  funeral  charges  be  first  paid  and  the  next  following  legacies. 
To  mv  son  Wdlliam,  mv  blacksmith  tools  and  twentv-five  dollars  in 
money.  To  my  daughter  Polly,  two  hundred  dollars.  To  my  son 
Thomas,  fifty  dollars.  To  my  said  daughters,  Polly  and  Nancy,  each 
a  bed  completely  furnished,  my  dresser  and  cupboard  furniture,  three 
iron  pots  and  a  bake  oven,  their  choice  out  of  my  iron  pots  to  be  by 
them  equally  divided  if  they  see  cause  to  receive  at  their  value  in 
part  of  their  legacy  of  two  hundred  dollars.  Their  spinning  wheel 
and  saddles  and  each  a  cow  I  give  them  without  account;  Polly  to 
have  the  first  choice  out  of  mv  milk  cows  and  Nancv  the  second. 

To  my  grandson,  Arthur  Orr,  son  of  James,  fifteen  dollars. 

To  my  grandson,  Arthur  Orr,  son  of  Arthur  Orr,  fifteen  dollars. 

To  my  grandson,  Arthur  McOuown,  fifteen  dollars. 

To  my  grandson,  Arthur  Aiken,  fifteen  dollars. 

To  my  grandson  Samuel  Orr  Scott,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

I  will  that  after  the  present  crop  now  in  the  ground  be  made 
and  gathered  by  my  family,  that  they  retain  of  the  same  one 
hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  fifty  bushels  of  wheat,  all 
my  rye  and  one  hundred  bushels  of  oats  and  that  they  put  in  a  full 
crop  of  at  least  thirty  acres,  that  out  of  my  horn  stock,  the  family 
choose  a  good  beef  cow  or  steer,  part  of  my  hogs,  ten  for  their  sub- 
sistance,  the  with  the  remaining  part  of  my  hogs  and  cattle 

together  with  my  horses  and  sheep  farming  utensils,  implements  of 
husbandry  and  furniture  of  whatever  kind  and  description,  not  other¬ 
wise  by  me  disposed  of  in  this  will,  also  my  land  and  slaves  be  sold 
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to  the  best  advantage  by  my  Executors  on  a  credit  of  twelve  or  eigh¬ 
teen  months,  as  they  may  think  best.  I  will  that  the  aforesaid  legacies 
by  me  herein  made,  excepting  Sande  Scott,  be  paid  in  twelve  months 
after  my  decease  or  sooner  if  money  can  be  had  after  that  purpose 
and  allow  the  monies  due  me  by  book  note  or  book  debt  to  be  applied 
for  payment  of  said  legacies.  And  that  the  remainder  of  my  estate 
after  the  aforesaid  legacies,  lawful  debts  and  funeral  charges  are  paid, 
be  equally  divided  amongst  my  children,  viz,  James  Orr,  Arthur  Orr, 
John  Orr,  Sarah  S.  Stuart,  Jane  Scott,  Margaret  Eakin,  Patrick  Orr, 
Polly  Orr,  William  Orr,  Thomas  Orr,  Joseph  Orr,  Nancy  Orr.  I 
allow  Ann  McQuown’s  children  to  have  a  share  equal  to  one  of  the 
twelve  just  named.  In  the  general  distribution  of  this  last  part  of  my 
estate,  I  allow  to  my  grandson,  Samuel  Orr  Scott,  ten  dollars,  which 
with  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  I  allow  to  remain 
in  the  hands  of  my  Executors  until  the  said  Samuel  Orr  Scott  attains 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  shall  choose  a  guardian  who  will 
receive  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  for  him  and  apply  the  same 
for  his  benefit.  I  do  hereby  constitute  Samuel  Fulton  and  my  son 
James  Orr  executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  thereby 
disannulling  and  making  void  all  former  wills  by  me  made,  ratifying, 
confirming,  publishing,  and  declaring  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment. 

This  26th  day  of  May,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Fourteen. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  seal  and  sub¬ 
scribed  my  name  the  day  and  date  aforesaid. 

Signed  (S)  Arthur  Orr 

In  the  presence  of  Leonard  Hutton,  William  Eakin,  John  Stuart. 

At  a  Court  held  for  Washington  County,  21st  day  of  June  1814, 
the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Arthur  Orr  deed  was  exhibited  in 
Court  proven  by  the  oath  of  William  Eakin  and  John  Stuart  two  of 
the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  And 
at  a  Court  held  for  the  said  county  the  19th  day,  July  1814,  on 
the  motion  of  Samuel  Fulton  and  James  Orr  the  Executors  named  in 
the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Arthur  Orr  deed  who  acknowledges 
their  bond  in  the  sum  of  $6000.00  with  Leonard  Hutton  and  James 
Scott  their  securities  conditioned  as  the  law  directs.  A  certificate  is 
therefore  granted  there  for  the  probate  of  the  said  Will  in  due  form. 

Teste : 


CHAPTER  10 


Inventory  of  Estate  of  Arthur  Orr,  Deceased 


Will  Book  No.  4,  P.  195 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  County  Court  of  Washington  the 
19th  day  of  July  1814,  we  the  undernamed  subscribers  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  view  &  appraise  all  the  personal  Estate  and  Slaves  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Estate  of  Arthur  Orr  dec.  (that  was  produced  to  us  by 
the  Executors  thereof)  of  which  the  following  is  a  correct  Inventory 
and  return.  Given  under  our  hands  this  30th  day  of  August  1814. 


One  sorrel  mare  $55  One  gray  ditto  $58  One  bay  two 
year  old  horse  $52.50 

One  Black  mare  &  Colt  $71.25.  One  Bay  mare  &  Colt 
$45.  One  bay  mare  four  yrs  old  $65 

One  old  Black  mare  $20 — twenty  three  head  of  sheep 
$34.50 

One  dark  brindled  Cow  $10 — One  pided  Do.  $10. 

One  dark  brown  Milch  Cow  $12.  One  Red  Brindled 
Do.  $11. 

one  black  &  white  Ditto  $11.  One  Black  Bull  $8.  one 
dark  brown  year  old  Steer  $6.50 

one  dark  brown  year  old  steer  $6.  one  brindled  year  old 
Do.  $6.  One  red  yearling  Do.  $6. 

One  red  two  year  old  Do.  $8. — One  dark  brindled  two 
year  old  Do.  $8. 

One  dark  brindled  two  year  old  heifer  $8.  One  dark 
brindled  Same  Cow  $2.38 

One  wind  mill  $18  -  746  bushels  of  wheat  $124.33  - 
385  bushels  Oats  @  21  cts  $80.85 

one  Cutting  knife  Box  &  whet  stone  $3.50  -  two  hay 
forks  75  cts  Six  spring  calves  $8. 

One  road  wagon  Jack  Screw  Tar  bucket  &  Stretchers 

Sixteen  head  of  Geese  $5.33.  One  grindstone  &  bench 
$4. 


dolls  cents 


165 

50 

181 

25 

54 

50 

20 

?? 

23 

?? 

25 

50 

18 

?5 

16 

?? 

10 

38 

223 

18 

12 

25 

120 

9 

33 
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three  old  weeding  hoes  $1.  An  old  three-horse  tree  & 
double  Tree  $3.50 

three  old  polling  axes  &  one  old  broad  ax  $4.50  One 
dung  shovel  drag  and  dung  fork  $2.50  one  log 
chain  &  fifth  chain  $5.00 

One  old  wood  Bed  for  Waggon  $1.50  four  old  halter 
chains  $3.00 

two  old  grubbing  hoes  $2.50  two  flax  hackles  $5.  One 
old  hand  saw  froe  and  foot  Edge  $2.00.  4  old 
sickles  4  augers  2  chizels  Spike  Gimblet  &  Drawing 
Knife  $2. 

One  side  saddle  $4.  one  mans  Do.  $6.  One  pair  stil- 
liards  $4 

one  pair  wool  sheers  50  cts  One  plow  2  clevises  & 
doubletrees  $7.50 

2  pair  chains,  hems  &  coalers  and  2  old  blings  $9.75 
One  slide  $2.25 

One  scythe  &  cradle  $2.50.  2  Mowing  Scyths  and 

hangins  and  briar  scythe  $4.50 

2  pair  Brickbands  3  old  blinds  2  pair  chains  2  coolers 
2  pair  hems  Belly  bands  &  hip  straps  etc.  $12.25. 
one  steel  girth  reed  75  cts 

One  old  Loom  &  Sundrie  old  Reeds  $2.50  One  wool 
wheel  $2.10 

One  patent  wheel  head  $2.00  One  small  plough  Clevis 
&  Stretcher  $4. 

One  old  plough  and  Irons  $2.00  One  Iron  teethd  har¬ 
row  $2.50 

Two  half  bushel  measures  $1.75  One  Bake  Oven  &  lid 
$3. 

one  broken  oven  &  lid  25  cts  One  grid-iron  &  frying  pan 

$2. 

One  Iron  tea  kettle  $2.50  One  large  pot  &  bale  $3.  One 
old  Broken  Do.  &  bale  $1.25 

one  small  pot  &  bale  83  cts  One  Sugar  kettle  Bale  & 
wrack  $6. 

One  water  bucket  &  small  Tubb  $1.25.  four  large  pewter 
basins  &  2  old  tin  pans  $10. 

One  copper  Tea  Kettle  $4.  Two  copper  ladles  tin 
colender  &  sausage  filler  $2. 


4  50 

12  ■' 
4  50 

11  50 

14  ” 

8 

12  ” 

7  ” 

13  ” 

4  60 

6  ” 
4  50 
4  75 

2  25 
6  75 

6  83 

11  25 

6 
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One  bucket  three  small  cedar  piggins  $1.34.  One  Dough 


Chest  $1.50 

2 

84 

Eleven  chairs  $4.62.  one  Brass  2  Iron  Candlesticks  2  pr. 
snuffers  $2.25 

6 

87 

Six  pewter  plates  $3.50  Seven  wine  glasses  $1.47.  One 
delft  tea  pot  sugar  bowl  &  cream  jugg  $1.50.  15 
Saucers  &  G  tea  cups  &  sugar  bowl  7  tea  spoons  & 
cream  jugg  etc.  $2.50 

5 

47 

One  Stone  jugg  2  Coffee  pots  one  pitcher  bread  server 
$3.  2  black  bottles  two  green  Do.  &  one  decanter 
$1  one  large  delft  bowl  &  7  small  Do.  $2.50 

6 

50 

One  old  tea  pot  J/q  pint  decanter  &  trumpet  75  cts  four 
large  pewter  dishes  $6. 

6 

75 

17  delft  plates  $2.  One  old  pewter  basin  &  sundry  old 
cupboard  furniture  $2.25 

4 

25 

One  set  knives  &  forks  $2.  One  old  set  Do.  $1.  One 
small  dining  Table  $1.50 

4 

50 

One  candle  stand  $2.25.  One  falling  leaf  table  $5.  One 
Desk  $19.  one  old  Trunk  $2. 

28 

25 

One  Rifle  gun  &  shot  pouch  $18.  One  Silver  watch 
$17.25  One  wodden  clock  $14.50 

49 

75 

One  large  bible  new  confession  of  faith  &  willsons 
Catechism 

3 

50 

One  old  confession  Fisher  on  the  Catechism  Marshall  on 
sanctification  and  Willson  on  the  Sacrament  $2.50 
10  old  books  different  authors  $3. 

5 

50 

Owen  on  the  Spirit 

1 

12/2 

Continued  on  the  9th  day  of  Sept,  by  adjournment  from 
the  30th  day  of  Augt. 

One  Caise  of  Drawers  $25.  One  Bed  Bedstead  and  fur¬ 
niture  $32.  57  ” 

One  bed  &  furniture  Spacifyd  to  Nancy  Orr  $60.  60  ” 

two  old  calico  bed  quilts  $2.  One  bed  bedstead  & 

furniture  $25.  27  ” 

One  bed  spacifyd  to  Polly  Orr  $60.  One  bed  bedsted 

&  furniture  $28.  88 

One  Do.  bedsted  &  furniture  $8.  One  spinning  wheel 

$3.  One  Do.  Do.  $3  14  ” 

One  pair  saddle  bags  $3.  One  tin  watering  Kann  $1.50  4  50 
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Nine  old  bags  $5.62/2-  One  set  spools  75  cts.  One  quil 
wheel  &  Barrel  Swifts  $1.25.  ^  of  a  Ton  of 


Plaister  $1.75.  10  head  largest  hogs  $20.  29  37/2 

22  small  hogs  $22.  One  Tar  Kegg  $2.67.  One  negro 

woman  &  Child  $408.33 ■  413  ” 

One  negro  boy  child  2  years  of  age  $75.  One  negro 

man  $500.  .  575  ” 

One  hay  stack  $15.  One  Do.  $15.  One  small  Do.  $4. 

One  Do.  $13.  *’  '*  47  ” 

150  bushels  of  Corn  (a;,  33/3  cts  per  bushel  $50.  50 

6I2/2  bushels  Do.  @"^33  cts  $202.  12/.  two  small 

rings  &  Iron  wedge  15  tts.  ^  202  27/ 

One  old  fire  shovel  &  tongs  $1.50.  two  Iron  pot  wracks 

$2.  '  3  50 

One  old  pair  fire  dogs  $1.50.  two  flat  Irons  75  cts  2  25 


( Signed )  William  Snodgrass ) 

James  Kincanon  )  Appraisers 
Wm.  Eakin  ) 

Jas.  Orr  ) 

)  Executors. 

Sami.  Fulton  ) 


At  a  Court  held  for  Washington  County  the  18th  day  of  Tune 
1816. 

This  Inventory  and  Appraisement  of  the  estate  of  Arthur  Orr 
deed,  was  returned  to  Court  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 


Teste.  Jab  Lynch  D.  C. 


CHAPTER  11 


Children  of  ARTHUR  ORR  (1753-1814)  and 
ANN  SCOTT  ORR  (1757-1807)  in  Order  of  Births 

^HE  first  eleven  children  named  below  were  all  born  on  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm  in  Huntington  Township,  York  (now  Adams) 
Countv,  Pennsvlvania. 

1.  James  On,  their  first  child,  was  born  in  1774.  He  married 
Jane  Snodgrass,  September  27,  1796,  a  year  after  arriving  in  Virginia 
from  Pennsylvania.  The  total  number  of  his  children  is  not  known 
but  it  is  definitely  shown  by  the  records  that  he  had  three  sons, 
Arthur,  James  and  Archibald. 

Deed  Record  2,  page  28,*  discloses  a  deed  from  Arthur  Orr  and 
Ann,  his  wife,  to  James  Orr,  dated  Februar\’  20,  1798,  conveying  100 
acres  of  land  for  $1,000  (this  land  was  a  part  of  the  Arthur  Orr 
Cedar  Creek  farm  of  402  acres). 

Children  of  James  Orr  and  Jane  Snodgrass: 

.  (a)  Arthur  Orr — was  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  grand¬ 

father,  Arthur  Orr,  as  a  cash  legatee. 

By  marriage  register  2,  page  352,  he  is  shown  to  have  mar¬ 
ried  Jane  Hope  on  October  24,  1823. 

By  deed  book  12,  page  393,  a  deed  is  shown  of  James  Orr, 
to  Arthur  Orr,  his  son,  dated  August  30,  1836,  in  consideration 
of  love  and  affection  conveying  a  parcel  of  land  described  “oh 
the  eleven  mile  creek  containing  230  acres  of  land,  as  an  ad¬ 
vancement  in  full  of  his  share  of  mv  estate.” 

(b)  James  Orr,  Jr.  the  second  son  of  James  Orr,  died 
before  manhood,  and,  therefore,  did  not  share  in  the  land  di¬ 
vision  of  his  father. 

(c)  Archibald  Orr,  the  third  son  of  James,  was  born  about 
1799.  He  was  married  March  8,  1820  to  Mary  Hope,  probably 
a  sister  of  Jane  Hope  above  mentioned.  Deed  Book  13,  page 
126  discloses  deed  from  James  Orr  to  Archibald  Orr,  his  son, 

*A11  deed,  birth  and  marriage  references  are  in  \Vashington  County,  \’a.. 
taken  from  County  Court  records  which  are  kept  at  Abingdon,  \"a. 
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in  consideration  of  affection  and  “as  advancement  to  him  in 
full  of  his  share  in  my  estate”  dated  October  6,  1837,  conveying 
250  acres  therein  described  in  the  Holston  River  settlement. 
The  deed  states  that  the  land  is  the  same  “on  which  the  said 
Archibald  Orr  now  lives.”  The  deed  is  signed  “Jas.  Orr,”  and 
fails  to  show  any  signature  of  his  wife,  Jane  Snodgrass  Orr, 
so  it  must  be  assumed  that  she  was  then  dead. 

In  the  Old  Glade  Spring  Presbyterian  Cemetery  there  is  a 
tombstone  which  marks  the  grave  of  Archibald  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Hope  Orr,  her  death  being  dated  1852. 

2.  Arthur  Orr,  the  second  child,  born  in  1776,  moved  with  his 
father  to  Holston  River  settlement  in  1795.  He  married  Jane  Camp¬ 
bell  in  1800.  It  appears  from  deed  book  3,  page  145,  that  Arthur 
Orr  and  Ann  Orr,  his  wife,  the  original  settlers,  conveyed  to  Arthur 
Orr  and  John  Orr  (their  sons)  for  $800.00,  a  tract  of  land  con¬ 
taining  120  acres  “being  on  the  waters  of  the  middle  fork  of  Holston 
River,  a  part  of  the  tract  whereon  the  said  Arthur  Orr  now  liveth” 
and  described  by  a  tree  to  tree  description. 

Deed  Book  4,  page  147  further  shows  that  on  August  9,  1810, 
Arthur  Orr  and  Jane  Orr,  his  wife,  for  a  consideration  of  $400 
conveyed  to  John  Orr  (his  brother)  all  right  and  claims  to  the  tract 

described  in  the  preceding  deed. 

From  later  Orr  family  records  it  appears  that  this  Arthur  Orr 
moved  to  Ohio  about  1822  when  some  of  his  brothers  also  moved 
to  Illinois  and  Missouri.  No  further  search  has  been  made  for  him 
or  his  descendants,  if  any. 

3.  John  Orr,  the  third  child,  born  in  1777,  was  married  to 
Mary  Aiken  at  Old  Glade  Spring  Presbyterian  Church  near  Abing¬ 
don,  Va.,  November  28,  1799.  As  a  result  of  this  marriage  a  son, 
John  Orr,  was  born  in  1800.  On  September  26,  1816,  this  son  John 
was  married  at  Abingdon  to  Polly  Varnum.  By  this  marriage  several 
children  were  born,  among  whom  are  known  to  be  the  following: 

(a)  James  Orr,  who  was  born  in  1817.  The  marriage 
record  shows  that  this  James  was  married  April  18,  1837  to 
Eliza  Hope  McSpadden.  No  further  record,  except  we  found 
that  on  February  18,  1850,  James  Hope  Orr,  was  married  to 
Nancy  Ann  Garritt  in  Washington  County,  Va. 

(b)  John  Orr,  named  after  his  father,  is  shown  by  the 
marriage  records  to  have  married  Eliza  Ann  Hutton  September 
26,  1839.  No  further  record  is  shown. 


Children  of  Arthur  Orr  and  Ann  Scott  Orr 
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Recent  photo  of  Old  (Hade  Springs  Presbyterian  Church  and  Cemetery,  five  miles  southeast  of  Abingdon,  I'irginia. 
Here  the  two  Arthur  Orr  grandfathers,  with  many  of  their  descendants,  lie  buried  in  the  early  180()’s. 
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(c)  Nancy  Orr  is  known  from  family  records  to  have 
been  another  child  of  John  Orr  and  his  wife  Polly  Varnum  Orr, 
but  no  record  has  been  found  which  shows  her  marriage. 

(d)  Issac  Newton  Orr  was  married  in  1838  to  Sarah 
(also  called  Sally)  Pool,  at  Abingdon,  Va. 

One  of  the  children  of  Issac  Newton  Orr  was  James  A. 
Orr,  who  married  Martha  Campbell  Cook.  This  James  A.  Orr 
was  born  October  26,  1840  and  died  March  1,  1906.  His  wife 
Martha  was  born  Februar\’  23,  1844  and  died  in  1925  at  the 
age  of  81  years. 

James  A.  Orr  and  his  wife  raised  a  family  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  whose  descendants  or  a  large  part  of  them,  are  now  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Orr  homestead  in  the  Holston  River 
country'  southeast  of  Abingdon.  He  entered  the  Civil  War  as 
a  Confederate  soldier  and  suffered  a  shoulder  wound  in  the 
Battle  of  Gettysburg.  From  the  family  Bible  kept  by  one  of 
his  daughters,  Mary'  Virginia  Orr  (now  called  Aunt  “Jenny” 
Norris)  we  found  the  following  named  children  of  James  A.  Orr 
and  Martha: 


1.  John  Orr 

2.  James  Franklin  Orr 

3.  Mary  Virginia  Orr 

(“Jenny”  Norris) 

4.  Thomas  Orr 

5.  Steward  H.  Orr 


6.  Nancy  Josephine  Orr 

7.  Martha  L.  Orr 

(Mattie  Orr  Lester) 

8.  Samuel  Olin  Orr 

9.  William  Norris  Orr 

10.  Walter  Perkins  Orr 

1 1 .  Robert  Lee  Orr 


In  May,  1953,  while  collecting  family  history  and  visiting  the 
old  Arthur  Orr,  Jr.  home  place  on  the  Holston  River,  we  had  the 
thrill  of  visiting  the  last  above  named;  Thomas  Orr,  his  wife  and 
three  of  their  six  sons;  Steward  H.  Orr,  his  wife,  and  other  members 
of  their  families.  We  also  drove  to  the  home  of  “Aunt  Jenny”  Orr 
Norris  and  had  a  good  visit  with  her.  She  was  quite  familiar  with 
all  of  the  present  generation  and  her  memoiy  extended  back  to  the 
post  Civil  War  period.  She  lives  on  a  small  tract  of  land  not  more 
than  two  miles  awav  from  the  site  of  the  old  Arthur  Orr  homestead. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  eleven  children  above  named 
of  James  A.  Orr,  six  of  them  (John,  James,  Thomas,  Nancy,  Martha 
and  \Villiam)  bore  the  same  Christian  names  as  were  given  to  six 
of  the  fourteen  children  of  their  great-grandfather,  x^rthur  Orr,  some 
75  to  85  vears  earlier. 
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A  second  son  of  John  and  Polly  Varnum  Orr  was  named  John. 
This  John  Orr  became  the  owner  of  most  of  the  original  Arthur  Orr 
Cedar  Creek  farm,  and  was  the  last  of  the  Orr  family  to  occupy  it. 
Marriage  Register  2,  p.  352  shows  the  marriage  of  this  John  Orr 
September  26,  1839  to  Eliza  Ann  Hutton,  a  member  of  a  prominent 
Scottish  family  whose  descendants  are  numerous  in  Washington 
County  at  the  present  time. 

One  of  the  earlier  owners  of  the  land  purchased  by  Arthur  Orr 
in  1795  was  Arthur  Campbell.  This  Arthur  Campbell  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  in  the  Holston  Valley  and  led  many  attacks  on 
marauding  Cherokee  and  Shawnee  Indians,  as  was  depicted  in  Kin¬ 
caid’s  “The  Wilderness  Road.” 

4.  Sarah  Orr,  the  fourth  child  of  Arthur  Orr,  was  born  in 
1779.  She  married  John  Stuart,  April  31,  1797.  The  couple  raised 
a  large  family.  Some  of  their  descendants  still  live  near  Abingdon. 

5.  Jane  Orr,  the  fifth  child,  was  born  in  1781.  She  married 
Samuel  Scott  August  27,  1799,  and  they  continued  to  live  in  the 
Holston  River  country.  The  Scott  family  is  very  prominent  and 
numerous  in  W^ashington  County,  and  continued  for  many  decades  to 
be  close  friends  of  the  Orrs.  The  cemetery  at  Old  Glade  Spring 
Presbyterian  Church  discloses  many  tombstones  marking  the  graves 
of  the  Scott  Hutton  and  Orr  descendants. 

6.  Ann  Orr,  named  after  her  mother,  was  the  sixth  child.  She 
was  born  in  1783.  Like  most  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  she  married 
into  another  Scotch  family  of  the  neighborhood.  Her  marriage  to 
James  McQuown  occurred  December  17,  1800.  Her  husband  owned 
a  tract  of  land  nearby  and  their  descendants  are  still  to  be  found 
in  Washington  County.  From  the  will  of  her  father,  Arthur  Orr, 
made  in  May,  1814,  it  is  evident  that  Ann  died  prior  to  that  time 
leaving  two  or  more  children. 

7.  Margaret  Orr,  the  seventh  child,  was  born  in  1785.  She 
married  William  Eakin  in  Washington  County,  September  26,  1803. 
No  separate  search  was  made  for  their  descendants,  but  the  husband 
is  mentioned  in  the  estate  proceedings  of  his  father-in-law,  Arthur 

Orr. 

8.  Patrick  Orr,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in  1788.  He  was 
named  for  one  of  his  uncles.  On  December  19,  181 1  he  married  Betsy 
Breckenridge.  Family  records  indicate  that  about  1822  he  moved  with 
his  wife  and  children  first  to  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  later  to  Oklahoma. 
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9.  Polly  Orr  was  born  in  1791,  and  remained  unmarried.  She 
died  in  1826  and  was  buried  at  Old  Glade  Spring  Cemetery  (see 
photo  of  tombstone). 

10.  William  Orr,  the  tenth  child  was  born  in  1792.  The  mar¬ 
riage  records  of  Washington  County  do  not  show  his  marriage  there. 
The  will  of  his  father  shows  that  William  had  set  himself  up  as  a 
blacksmith  in  the  Holston  River  colony  to  serve  the  wagon  trains 
of  passing  settlers,  but  there  is  no  other  authentic  track  of  him. 
One  rumor  is  that  he  moved  to  Indiana  about  1822  and  another 
that  he  moved  to  a  southern  state. 

11. *  Thomas  Orr,  my  great  grandfather,  the  eleventh  child, 
was  born  in  1793.  He  married  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Jones  of  Welsh 
descent,  October  26,  1815  at  Old  Glade  Spring  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  marriage  being  performed  by  Reverend  John  Jones,  father  of  the 
bride.  They  moved  to  Illinois  in  1822.  A  condensed  history  of  his 
life  will  be  found  under  a  separate  heading,  post. 

12.  Joseph  Orr,  the  twelfth  child  was  born  at  his  new  home 
near  Abingdon,  Va.,  late  in  1795.  He  married  Elizabeth  White  Oc¬ 
tober  9,  1817  and  moved  to  Illinois  with  his  brother,  Thomas,  and 
their  families,  in  1822.  He  settled  on  a  farm  near  Time  in  Brown 
County,  Illinois,  not  far  from  his  brother.  More  will  appear  about 
him  under  the  heading  of  Thomas  Orr. 

13.  Nancy  Orr,  the  thirteenth  child,  was  born  in  1797  at  the 
Arthur  Orr  homestead  in  the  Holston  valley  near  Abingdon.  She 
married  James  Kincannon  February  25,  1818.  No  search  has  been 
made  for  her  descendants. 

(Note:  Another  daughter,  Martha,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
but  died  in  infancy.) 
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Three  Orr  tombstones  are  shown  in  eemetery  of  Old  Glade  Springs  Presbyterian  Church. 


CHAPTER  12 


Thomas,  Eleventh  Child  of  Arthur  Orr,  Jr. 

THOMAS  ORR 
1793-1873 

T^HOMAS  ORR,  the  eleventh  child  of  Arthur  and  Ann  Scott  Orr 
(not  counting  the  deceased  Martha)  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  4,  1793.  He  was  only 
two  years  old  when  the  Orr  family  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Washington  County,  Virginia.  He  there  grew  to  manhood  with  his 
six  brothers  and  six  sisters.  In  those  days  boys  matured  early  and 
learned  to  trap  and  hunt  by  the  time  they  were  10  to  12  years  of 
age.  Cedar  Creek  Farm,  his  father’s  homestead  in  Virginia,  was 
ideally  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Holston  River,  fed  with  many 
mountain  streams.  There  he  fished,  hunted  deer,  ducks  and  geese, 
and  helped  his  brothers  run  their  traps  for  fur  bearing  animals  in 
an  area  that  had  been  used  as  hunting  grounds  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians  not  so  many  years  before.  Daniel  Boone  and  his  two  brothers 
discovered  that  locality  almost  50  years  earlier  when  it  was  full  of 
buffalo  and  a  hunter’s  paradise.  In  fact,  many  deer,  foxes,  and 
migratory  water  fowl  are  still  to  be  found  in  that  neighborhood. 

When  the  War  of  1812  began,  Thomas,  then  20,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Captain  James  Meek’s  Company,  5th  Regiment,  Virginia 
Militia,  commanded  by  Ft.  Colonel  R.  E.  Parker.  The  records  of 
the  Department  of  the  Army,  Office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  has  advised  that  the  army  service  of  Thomas  Orr  com¬ 
menced  14  September,  1813  and  ended  19  March,  1814,  after  the 
war  had  ended.  He  was  not  reported  as  a  participant  in  any  battles 
and  was  stationed  as  a  guard  along  the  sea-coast  at  Norfolk,  Va., 
when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

Upon  his  return  home  in  April,  1814,  Thomas  found  his  father 
confined  with  illness,  which,  about  two  months  later,  resulted  in 
the  latter’s  death,  on  June  20,  1814.  His  mother,  Ann,  had  died 
in  1807  and  both  parents  were  buried  at  nearby  Old  Glade  Spring 
Presbyterian  Cemetery. 
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After  the  settlement  of  his  father’s  large  estate  and  the  divjsion 
of  the  sale  proceeds,  Thomas  married  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Jones, 
daughter  of  a  Presbyterian  Minister,  Reverend  John  Jones  of  Welsh 
descent.  They  were  married  October  26,  1815  at  the  Old  Glade 
Spring  Presbyterian  Church  located  on  the  Wilderness  Road  (now 
Dixie  Highway  Rt.  11)  about  four  miles  southeast  of  Abingdon, 
Virginia,  with  Betty’s  father.  Reverend  Jones,  officiating.  Following 
their  marriage  the  couple  spent  a  little  over  six  years  in  a  log  cabin 
on  a  small  farm  in  the  Holston  River  vicinity.  Their  first  child 
HENRY  ORR  was  born  there  July  18,  1816,  and  another  child,  Dru- 
cilla,  (1818)  was  also  born  there. 

In  the  late  winter  or  early  spring  of  1822  Thomas  and  Betty 
Orr  began  their  long  journey  to  Illinois,  seeking  a  new  and  perma¬ 
nent  home  for  themselves,  where  cheap  land  and  rich  soil  were 
reported  to  be  plentiful.  By  that  time  the  menace  of  Indian  attacks 
had  largely  disappeared  in  southern  Illinois.  They  took  the  easiest 
and  safest  path  available  by  crossing  the  Appalachian  Mountains 
at  Cumberland  Gap,  then  followed  the  Wilderness  Road  through 
London,  (Kentucky)  to  Louisville.  They  had  other  families  with 
them,  including  Reverend  Thomas  EIull,  a  young  doctor  named 
Petit,  and  Joseph  Orr,  a  younger  brother  of  Thomas.  They  drove 
oxen  hitched  to  covered  wagons  with  milk  cows  tied  behind  the 
wagons.  Some  of  the  men  tode  horses,  leading  pack  horses.  Oxen 
were  preferred  to  horses  when  pulling  heavy  wagons  across  the  soggy 
prairies  in  parts  of  Kentucky  and  Illinois.  The  caravan  moved  slowly, 
and  was  ferried  on  flat  boats  and  rafts  across  the  Ohio  River  at 
Louisville.  The  emigrants  reached  Ft.  Kaskaskia  in  Randolph  Coun¬ 
ty,  Illinois,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  early  summer 
in  time  to  plant  their  crops.  The  fort  at  Kaskaskia  had  been  built 
as  protection  against  the  Indians  some  fifty  years  earlier,  but  nearly 
all  of  the  Indians  had  been  driven  out  of  southern  Illinois  by  sharp 
shooting  Virginia  Militiamen  before  Thomas  Orr  and  his  family 
settled  nearby  at  Sparta,  in  Randolph  County.  They  stayed  there 
about  six  years  until  1828,  when  the  family  again  moved  farther 
north  to  Kinderhook,  situated  in  Pike  County,  Illinois,  about  20  miles 
south  of  Quincy.  The  journey,  some  200  miles  northward,  was  made 
by  steamboat  from  Kaskaskia  to  Hannibal,  Missouri,  thence  by  ferry¬ 
boat  across  the  Mississippi  River.  Kinderhook  was  only  a  few  miles 
east  of  the  river.'  There  the  Thomas  Orr  family  made  its  permanent 
home. 
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Thomas  Orr  (1793-1873)  and  his  wife,  Betty  (1797-1877 ) .  Photo  repro¬ 
duced  from  old  tin-type  taken  about  1866.  They  moved  from  Virginia  to 
Illinois  in  1822. 
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This  move  away  from  Sparta  by  the  families  of  Thomas  and 
Joseph  Orr  and  Thomas  Hull,  a  Methodist  Minister,  was  said  to  have 
been  caused  by  the  drinking  of  wine  and  Sunday  dancing  of  the 
French  girls  and  boys  at  nearby  Kaskaskia — a  French  settlement. 
Thomas  Orr  is  reported  to  have  said  that  he  would  not  raise  his 
boys  and  girls  “in  such  a  hell-hole  of  sin  and  iniquity.” 

Thomas  Orr  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  acquired  240  acres 
of  good  farm  land  including  two  80  acre  tracts  by  land  grants  be¬ 
cause  of  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  addition,  his  home  on 
the  hillside  overlooking  the  Mississippi  River  bottoms  was  comfortable 
and  picturesque.  He  raised  hundreds  of  cattle  and,  in  addition  to 
the  land  he  owned,  he  leased  several  hundred  acres  of  bottom  land 
each  year.  Occasionally  Mississippi  River  floods  would  cover  these 
lands  with  several  feet  of  water  so  that  the  ferryboats  from  Hannibal 
came  across  the  intervening  eight  miles  to  land  its  passengers  and 
cargo  on  the  higher  land  at  the  base  of  the  Orr  farm. 

JOSEPH  ORR,  the  younger  brother,  who  married  Elizabeth 
White  near  Abingdon,  Virginia,  in  1817,  settled  farther  east  in  Brown 
County  at  Time.  He  raised  a  large  family,  but  no  effort  has  been 
made  to  trace  his  descendants.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  two 
of  his  sons  were  Jefferson  and  Charles  Orr.  Jefferson  Orr  later 
became  a  famous  lawyer  and  Circuit  Court  Judge  in  the  Pittsfield- 
Jacksonville  Circuit,  while  Charles  Orr,  then  located  at  Mt.  Sterling, 
served  as  County  Clerk  of  Brown  County  for  over  twenty-five  years. 
He  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Central  Committee 
of  his  county  and  staunchly  supported  his  grand  nephew,  the  author 
of  this  book,  in  his  campaign  for  election  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Illinois  in  1930. 

Thomas  and  Betty  raised  a  family  of  nine  children,  whose  names, 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  are  recorded  as  follows: 

1.  Henry  Orr,  born  July  16,  1816,  near  Abingdon,  Virginia, 
married  Ann  Hull,  who  was  born  September  30,  1823.  He  died  June 
29,  1909  at  the  age  of  93  years,  while  Ann  died  April  27,  1907  at  the 
age  of  84.  Both  deaths  occurred  at  Hull,  Illinois,  and  they  were 
buried  at  nearby  Akers  Chapel  Cemetery. 

2.  Drucilla  Orr  was  born  near  Abingdon,  Virginia  in  1818. 
She  died  near  Kinderhook,  Illinois,  November  22,  1907,  at  the  age 
of  89  years.  She  married  a  farmer,  David  J.  Wike — they  had  one  son. 

3.  Julia  Orr  was  born  April  28,  1824  at  Sparta,  Illinois.  She 
died  December  16,  1912,  at  the  age  of  88.  She  married  Dr.  Alford 
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Petit  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  May,  1844.  She  left  her  husband  and 
came  back  to  Pike  County,  Illinois,  to  live  with  her  parents,  bringing 
two  children  with  her.  Her  father,  Thomas  Orr,  built  her  a  small 
house  on  his  farm.  Here  she  and  her  children  and  her  grandchildren 
lived  until  her  death.  She  had  one  son,  “Bub”  Petit,  who  was  a 
favorite  playmate  of  James  Henry  Orr  when  both  were  young  boys. 
One  of  her  grandchildren,  Mrs.  Anna  Hampshire  ( age  80 )  now  lives 
in  Hull,  Illinois. 

4.  Eliza  Orr  (no  record  of  birth  date)  married  Charles  Hamil¬ 
ton.  He  died  prior  to  1876 — no  other  record. 

5.  Thomas  Owen  Orr  was  born  August  29,  1830.  He  married 
Evaline  Short,  July  17,  1852.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Pike  County, 
Illinois.  No  further  record. 

6.  Patrick  Orr  was  born  October  22,  1833  near  Kinderhook, 
Illinois,  and  died  September  25,  1914  at  the  age  of  81.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Sarah  Evans.  When  a  young  man  Patrick  Orr  moved  to 
Kansas  City  where  he  became  a  stock  buyer  and  commission  mer¬ 
chant.  He  later  moved  to  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  but  died  and  was 
buried  at  Carthage,  Missouri. 

7.  Joseph  Orr  was  born  December  30,  1836  near  Kinderhook, 
Illinois.  He  married  Emma  Wagy. 

8.  Daniel  Webster  Orr  was  born  December  30,  1836,  being  the 
twin  brother  of  Joseph  Orr.  He  married  twice,  his  first  marriage 
to  Margaret  Hazelwood,  and  the  second  marriage  to  Rowena  Lyon. 
He  is  said  to  have  moved  to  Miami,  Oklahoma. 

9.  Elizabeth  or  Betty  Orr  married  John  Blackwell.  No  record 
of  dates. 

Much  of  the  information  concerning  my  great  grandfather 
Thomas  Orr  was  told  to  me  and  my  wife  by  my  father,  James  Henry 
Orr,  when  he  came  to  live  with  us  after  my  mother’s  death  in  No¬ 
vember,  1920.  He  was  then  73  years  old  and  lived  until  his  86th 
year,  October,  1933.  He  had  a  remarkably  clear  memory  during 
those  years  at  our  home  and  entertained  my  boys  with  many  hunting 
songs  and  stories  of  earlier  days  when  he  lived  in  the  Pike  County 
hills.  He  well  remembered  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Orr,  and  was 
27  vears  old  when  the  latter  died.  Most  of  the  details  related  above 
concerning  his  grandfather’s  journey  from  Virginia  to  Kaskaskia  and 
about  their  early  life  in  Kaskaskia,  Sparta  and  Kinderhook  were  told 
to  him  by  his  grandfather.  The  annual  trips  taken  by  Thomas  Orr 
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down  the  Mississippi  River  from  Hannibal  on  steamboats  to  Kas- 
kaskia  for  military'  duty  several  years  after  his  location  at  Kinderhook 
were  also  described,  as  well  as  were  his  services  during  the  War  of 
1812.  The  home  of  Thomas  and  his  family  was  often  visited  by  my 
father.  The  Thomas  Orr  home  was  originally  a  log  cabin  but  was 
enlarged  and  improved  in  the  early  1850s  with  clapboard  siding 
covering  the  logs. 

My  father  well  remembered  the  big  fire  place  made  of  stone  in 
his  grandfather’s  home.  Most  of  the  cooking  and  baking  was  done  in 
iron  kettles  in  that  period. 

At  the  age  of  78  Thomas  Orr  sought  and  received  a  Federal 
pension  for  himself  and  wife  on  account  of  his  services  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  petition  for  such  pension,  together  with  a  supporting  af¬ 
fidavit  of  Henry  Orr,  his  oldest  son,  and  William  R.  Archer,  was 
secured  from  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Services  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  They  appear  as  follows: 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  ) 

)  ss. 

COUNTY  OF  PIKE  ) 

On  the  20  day  of  April  A  D  One 

Thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Seventy  one  per¬ 

sonally  appeared  before  me  a  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
a  court  of  Record  within  and  for  the  County  and  State 
aforesaid  Thomas  Orr - Aged  78  years  a  resi¬ 

dent  of  -  -  -  -  Kinderhook  Township  County  of  Pike  - 
and  State  of  Illinois  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
Law  declares  that  he  is  married  That  his  wifes  name 
was  Elizabeth  Jones  -  -  to  whom  he  was  married  at  Hol- 
son  River  in  the  County  of  Washington  and  State  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  on  the  26  day  of  October  1815  That  he  served 
the  full  period  of  Sixty  days  in  the  Militars'  Service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  War  of  1812  That  he  is  the 
Identical  Thomas  Orr  who  volunteered  and  who  was  a 
Private  in  Captain  James  Meek  Company  Major  Jas 
White  of  Colonel  Frank  Parkers  of  the  Regiment  Gene 
Taylor  Brigade  or  Division  of  Virginia  Infantn',  Militia 
near  Abingdon  in  the  County  of  Washington  and  State 
of  Virginia  on  the  13  day  of  September  A  D  1813  And 
that  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Norfolk  in  the 
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County  of  Norfolk  And  State  of  Virginia  on  the  27 
day  of  March  AD  1814  That  he  was  engaged  guarding 
the  sea  coast  at  and  near  Norfolk  Virginia  That  he  ob¬ 
tained  two  land  warrants  the  first  through  William  R 
Archer  Esq  of  Pittsfield  Illinois  and  he  refers  within 
Evidence  field  in  said  claims  for  and  in  support  of  his 
present  claim  for  Pension 

That  he  at  no  time  during  the  late  rebellion  against  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  adhered  to  the  cause  of  the 
Enemies  of  the  Government  giving  them  aid  or  comfort 
or  exercised  the  functions  of  any  office  whatever  under  any 
authority  or  pretended  authority  in  hostility  to  the  United 
States  and  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  That  he  is  not  in  receipt  of  a  Pension  under 
any  previous  act  that  he  makes  this  declaration  for  the 
purpose  of  being  placed  on  the  Pension  Roll  of  the  United 
States  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  February 
14  1871  and  he  hereby  constitutes  and  appoints  with  full 
power  of  Substitution  and  revocation  Richard  M  Athinson 
of  Pittsfield  Pike  County  Illinois  his  true  and  lawful  at¬ 
torney  to  prosecute  his  Claim  and  obtain  the  Pension  Cer¬ 
tificate  that  may  be  issued  that  his  Post  Office  is  at  Kinder- 
hook  County  of  Pike  and  State  of  Illinois  That 
his  domicile  and  place  of  abode  is  Kinderhook 
County  of  Pike  and  State  of  Illinois 

Subscribed  Sworn  to  In  )  his 

presence  of  )  Thomas  X  Orr 

)  Mark 

Henry  Orr  ) 

) 

Wm  R  Archer) 

Also  personally  appeared  Henry  Orr  a  resident  of  Kinder¬ 
hook  Township  and  William  R  Archer  a  resident  of 

Pittsfield  Township  in  the  County  of  Pike  and  State  of 
Illinois  persons  whom  I  certify  to  be  respectable  and  en¬ 
titled  to  credit  and  who  being  by  me  duly  sworn  say  they 
were  present  and  saw  Thomas  Orr  the  Claimant  sign  his 
mark  to  the  foregoing  declaration  that  they  have  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  from  the  appearance  of  said  Claimant  and 
their  acquaintance  with  him  that  he  is  the  Identical  person 
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he  represents  himself  to  be  that  at  no  time  during  the  late 
rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  did  he 
adhere  to  the  Cause  of  the  Enemies  of  the  Government  giv¬ 
ing  them  aid  or  comfort  and  that  they  have  no  interest  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  Claim. 

(SEAL)  Henry  Orr  —  Wm  R  x\rcher 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Orr  in  1773,  he  left  no  will  and, 
therefore,  his  property  descended  under  the  laws  of  Illinois  to  his 
widow  and  next  of  kin. 

A  petition  for  Letters  of  Administration  upon  his  estate  dated 
February  11,  1873,  was  filed  in  the  County  Court  of  Pike  County, 
Illinois,  by  Daniel  W.  Orr,  one  of  his  sons.  The  petition  recited  that 
Thomas  Orr  died  on  February'  5,  1873  leaving  real  estate  valued  at 
$10,000.00  and  a  substantial  amount  of  personal  property  of  different 
kinds.  A  petition  named  the  following  heirs  of  said  decedent:  Eliza¬ 
beth  Orr,  his  widow;  Henry  Orr;  Drucilla  Wike,  wife  of  D.  J.  Wike; 
Julia  Petit,  widow  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Petit,  deceased;  Thomas  Orr;  Patrick 
Orr;  Joseph  Orr;  Daniel  W.  Orr;  Eliza  Hamilton,  deceased;  and 
the  heirs  at  law  of  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  deceased;  all  being  children 
and  heirs  at  law  of  Thomas  Orr,  deceased. 

An  inventor)'  in  said  estate  was  filed  Februar)'  20,  1873,  listing 
a  total  of  180  acres  of  farm  land  then  owned  by  decedent,  together 
with  500  bushels  of  corn,  50  bushels  of  oats,  3  stacks  of  hay,  2  cows, 
2  horses,  1  grass  mower,  1  cider  mill,  1  buggy  and  harness,  1  wagon 
and  harness,  45  bushels  of  wheat,  1  fanning  mill,  5  bee  hives,  7  hogs, 
1  hay  rake,  a  quantity  of  farming  utensils,  800  lbs.  pork,  150  lbs.  lard, 
kitchen  and  cooking  utensils,  heating  stoves,  furniture,  1  (wooden 
cradle)  washing  machine,  1  harrow,  2  copper  kettles,  2  iron  kettles, 
1  laddie,  1  keg  mackrel,  10  bushels  potatoes,  1  barrel  sugar.  The  sale 
bill  of  this  personal  property  showed  an  amount  of  $2,349.37  re¬ 
ceived,  including  the  payment  of  notes  and  interest. 

An  indenture  was  entered  into  March  2,  1876  between  all  the 
children  and  heirs  at  law  of  Thomas  Orr,  deceased,  by  which  a  volun- 
tarv'  partition  and  sale  was  made  of  real  estate  owned  by  decedent 
to  Henry  Orr,  the  oldest  son  for  $4,500  cash.  This  deed  was  signed 
by  all  the  living  heirs  and  their  spouses,  if  living.  The  deed  reserved 
the  widow’s  one-third  title  in  said  lands  during  her  lifetime.  She 
lived  in  the  new  home  of  Henrv  Orr  until  her  death  in  1877.  The 
number  of  acres  conveyed  by  the  deed  was  2 14  5/2- 
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After  the  death  of  Thomas  Orr  in  1873,  his  widow,  Elizabeth 
(Betty)  lived  at  his  home  with  her  oldest  son  Henry  until  her  death 
almost  exactly  four  years  later  in  1877.  Deeds  were  obtained  by 
Henry  Orr  from  all  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  spouses,  selling 
their  interests  in  the  Thomas  Orr  home  and  farm  land  to  Henry  Orr. 


CHAPTER  13 


The  Oldest  Child  of  Thomas  Orr 

HENRY  ORR 
1816-1909 

ENRY  ORR,  oldest  son  of  Thomas  Orr,  and  head  of  the  fifth 

generation  of  our  ancestors  in  America,  was  the  first  forefather 
personally  known  to  me.  My  earliest  recollection  of  him  was  after 
he  and  Grandmother  had  moved  from  their  large  farm  house  on  the 
bluff  road,  into  a  smaller  house  they  had  purchased  in  nearby  Hull, 
Illinois.  This  must  have  been  about  1895.  He  was  then  wiry,  and 
quite  active  for  his  age.  In  his  early  years  he  had  been  red-headed 
and  even  in  1895  his  hair  was  a  faded  red  sprinkled  with  gray  with 
sandy  colored  side-burns.  I  remember  distinctly  seeing  him  astride 
the  old  family  mare  one  morning  as  he  started  out  to  the  grain  ele¬ 
vator  and  depot  to  get  his  mail  and  newspaper. 

He  was  not  loud  or  boisterous,  but  generally  studious  and 
thoughtful.  He  never  was  known  to  use  tobacco  or  intoxicants  in 
any  form.  This  may  have  been  due  to  his  strict  religious  training, 
as  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a  minister  and  he  likewise  married 
a  preacher’s  daughter.  In  politics  he  was  known  to  be  a  Democrat, 
but  he  never  took  an  active  part  nor  did  he  ever  seek  an  elective  or 
appointive  office  of  any  kind. 

He  was  chummy  with  his  sons,  but  was  occasionally  the  butt- 
end  of  their  pranks.  One  such  occasion  was  told  to  me  by  my  father: 

A  circuit-riding  Methodist  Bishop  and  his  wife  visited  the  little 
Methodist  church  known  as  Akers  Chapel,  where  the  Bishop  occupied 
the  pulpit  one  Sunday.  Henry’s  wife,  Ann,  invited  them  to  have 
dinner  at  their  home  in  Kinderhook,  after  the  sermon.  All  of  Henry’s 
sons  had  their  own  saddle  horses  and  their  father  also  had  a  team 
of  young  mules  which  the  boys  used  almost  daily  in  their  farm  work. 
The  boys  had  raced  these  mules  up  and  down  the  road  on  different 
occasions  without  the  knowledge  of  their  father,  until  the  mules 
considered  it  their  duty  to  start  racing  whenever  they  pulled  them 
out  to  pass  another  team.  On  that  Sunday  morning  the  boys  had 
seen  their  father  hitch  up  this  team  of  mules  to  his  two-seated  spring 
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wagon  and  they  chuckled  to  themselves.  After  the  church  services 
Grandfather  and  Grandmother,  with  the  Bishop  and  his  wife,  started 
back  to  the  Orr  home  behind  a  slow  moving  procession  of  other 
worshippers.  Grandmother  was  anxious  to  get  home  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  get  the  dinner  started  so  she  asked  Grandfather  to  pull  around 
some  of  the  other  buggies.  The  minute  he  pulled  this  team  of  mules 
out  to  pass  the  first  buggy,  they  started  into  a  dead  run,  as  they  had 
been  trained  to  do.  It  was  a  hot  dusty  day  and  all  the  church  goers 
were  aghast  that  Henry  Orr  and  his  wife  should  cover  them  with 
dust.  Grandmother’s  bonnet  ribbons  were  streaming  in  the  wind  and 
all  were  holding  desperately  to  their  seats  while  Grandfather  was  tug¬ 
ging  and  sawing  at  the  mules  in  vain  to  check  their  speed.  As  they 
raced  through  the  little  sleepy  village  of  Kinderhook,  squawking 
chickens  flew  ahead  of  them,  and  a  convoy  of  barking  dogs  followed 
close  behind,  amidst  billowing  clouds  of  dust.  The  mules  swung  the 
spring  wagon  into  the  barnyard  on  two  wheels,  barely  missing  an 
upset.  They  then  came  to  a  stop  voluntarily.  Grandmother  was 
mortified  and  Grandfather  was  provoked  with  anger.  In  a  few  min¬ 
utes  the  four  boys  came  riding  innocently  into  the  barnyard  and  told 
Grandfather  they  were  ashamed  at  the  way  he  had  raced  everybody 
home  from  church.  He  replied  by  telling  them  that  they  had  ruined 
every  horse  and  mule  on  the  place.  Since  that  Sunday  no  one  has 
ventured  a  guess  at  how  many  years  elapsed  before  that  circuit-riding 
Methodist  Bishop  ever  visited  Akers  Chapel  again. 

Two  teams  of  oxen  were  kept  on  the  Henry  Orr  farm  in  the 
1850s  and  1860s  for  heavy  duty  plowing  and  pulling.  An  ox  in  those 
days  could  out-pull  the  lighter  type  of  road  horse  then  used,  before 
any  big  draft  horses  were  imported.  The  ox  teams  were  especially 
useful  in  pulling  stumps  and  hauling  the  large  quantities  of  fireplace 
and  cook  stove  wood  needed  in  the  long  severe  winters.  This  wood 
chopping  and  hauling  was  the  job  assigned  to  his  sons  and  hired 
hands  by  Henry  Orr  and  they  waited  until  cold,  freezing  weather 
to  do  it.  On  one  occasion,  the  boys  had  a  tall  awkward  hired  hand 
from  New  Hampshire  working  with  them.  When  they  stopped  to 
water  the  oxen,  the  new  hired  hand  walked  out  on  the  wagon-tongue 
to  unfasten  the  wooden  neck  yoke  so  the  animals  could  drink.  He 
then  stepepd  back  and  sat  down  on  the  rump  of  one  of  the  oxen.  Just 
as  he  did  this,  one  of  the  boys  in  the  wagon  punched  the  ox  in  its 
rear  end  with  the  pointed  pole  used  to  drive  them.  The  beast  let 
out  a  big  “HRUMPH,”  kicked  up  his  heels  and  tossed  the  hired  hand 
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high  in  the  air.  He  landed  on  the  seat  of  his  pants  with  a  grunt 
almost  as  loud  as  the  ox  had  given,  then  quickly  leaped  to  his  feet 
as  if  he  had  been  trained  in  the  act,  and  said  “This  here  ground 
is  a  bit  harder  than  it  is  down  east.” 

Another  one  of  grandfather’s  hired  men  was  gored  by  a  bull  in 
the  abdomen  and  an  operation  was  necessary  to  save  his  life.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  my  dad’s  story,  a  section  of  a  dog’s  intestine  was  sewed  in  to 
replace  part  of  the  damaged  one.  He  recovered  in  due  time,  and 
came  back  to  work.  One  day  he  was  asked  by  one  of  the  Orr  boys 
how  he  felt  since  the  operation.  He  answered  that  he  felt  fine  except 
now  and  then  he  “had  a  hankering  to  eat  chickens  and  run  rabbits.” 

Perhaps  the  most  profitable  part  of  the  farming  operations  of 

Henry  Orr  was  cattle  raising.  Thousands  of  acres  of  Mississippi  river 

bottom  lands  were  available  and  free  for  pasturage  with  plenty  of 

grass  and  water.  Other  nearby  farmers  also  used  these  grazing  lands. 

Every  spring  the  Orr  herd  of  bulls,  cows  and  calves,  properly  branded, 

were  turned  into  this  vast  area  to  feed.  Everv  fall  it  became  the 

/ 

dutv  of  the  Orr  bovs  and  hired  hands,  with  their  saddle  horses  and 
dogs,  to  round  up  their  herds,  separate  them  from  the  others  and 
drive  them  all  back  about  two  and  one-half  miles  to  the  Henr\'  Orr 
farm  near  Kinderhook. 

The  respective  locations  of  the  Thomais  Orr  and  Henry  Orr 
homes  and  farms  must  be  borne  clearlv  in  mind.  When  Thomas  Orr 
first  came  to  Pike  Countv  in  1828,  his  son  Henrv^  was  onlv  12  vears 
old.  Thomas  built  a  log  house,  later  covered  with  siding,  on  what  has 
been  called  the  “bluff  road”  overlooking  the  Mississippi  River  bot¬ 
toms.  This  house  has  been  previously  described  under  the  heading  of 
Thomas  Orr.  It  was  the  onlv  home  of  Thomas  Orr  from  1828  until 

4 

his  death  in  1873.  In  1840  when  Henrv  Orr,  then  24  vears  old,  mar- 
ried  Ann  Hull,  they  established  their  home  in  Kinderhook,  a  small 
German  village  located  about  3  miles  east  of  the  Thomas  Orr  home. 
At  this  Kinderhook  home,  all  of  Henry-  Orr’s  children  were  born  be¬ 
tween  1841  and  1865.  Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Orr  in  1873  his 
widow  Elizabeth  (Betty  Jones)  Orr  went  to  live  with  her  oldest  son 
Henrv,  as  all  her  other  children  had  married  and  moved  awav.  In 
1876,  Henry  Orr,  after  his  father’s  death,  bought  the  latter’s  home 
place  from  all  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  heirs.  At  that  time 
he  built  an  entirely  new  house  slightly  to  the  north  of  his  father’s  old 
home.  The  latter  was  used  as  a  tool  shed  and  storage  place  until 
1895,  when  it  was  torn  down.  Part  of  the  old  logs  and  lumber  of 
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the  Thomas  Orr  home  were  then  used  in  building  a  small  tenant 
house.  Elizabeth  Orr  lived  with  her  son  Henry  in  his  new  home  for 
one  year  until  her  death  in  1877.  Henry  lived  there  until  about  1895 
when  his  children  had  long  since  gone  to  homes  of  their  own. 

It  is  a  significant  and  unusual  fact  that  Thomas  Orr  and  his 
son  Henry  not  only  were  married  to  daughters  of  ministers  by  their 
respective  fathers-in-law,  but  that  both  couples  with  their  numerous 
children  and  relatives  celebrated  their  Fiftieth  wedding  anniversaries 
in  1865  and  1890,  respectively,  while  living  on  the  same  tract  of  land. 

During  cold  winter  months,  at  the  Henry^  Orr  home  in  Kinder- 
hook,  the  children  all  warmed  “soap  stones”  and  wrapped  them  in 
wool  cloth  before  running  upstairs  to  bed  in  the  room  where  the  oldest 
children  slept.  Only  the  babies  and  smallest  children  slept  downstairs 
with  Henry  Orr  and  his  wife,  Ann.  The  girls  all  slept  in  a  sort  of 
dormitory  at  one  end  of  the  room  with  the  boys  in  the  other  end 
of  the  room. 

A  big  spring-fed  well  with  a  top  covering  and  with  an  old  oaken 
bucket  was  around  in  front  of  the  house,  built  by  Henry  Orr  in  1876 
on  the  same  site  where  his  father  and  mother  lived  down  on  the  Bluff 
Road.  This  same  well  may  be  seen  today  and  looks  about  the  same 
as  it  did  when  I  was  a  youngster  and  visited  my  grandfather’s  home 
back  in  the  late  nineties.  The  front  porch  of  the  Henry  Orr  home  has 
been  modernized  and  screened  in  and  to  the  rear  of  the  house  still 
stands  the  one-story  cottage  formerly  occupied  by  servants.  My  father 
remembered  that  in  all  of  his  boyhood  days  at  the  Henry  Orr  home 
place  in  Kinderhook  there  was  never  a  time  when  his  father  and 
mother  did  not  have  at  least  two  and  sometimes  three  “hired  girls”  or 
women  to  help  with  the  cooking,  baking,  washing,  cleaning  and  other 
house  work  required  for  a  big  family.  While  the  sons  were  teen-agers, 
two  or  more  farm  hands  were  also  employed. 

The  old  Henry  Orr  home  place  at  Kinderhook  still  stands,  and 
is  in  a  very  good  state  of  repair.  The  newer  home  of  Henry  Orr  on  the 
bluff  road  is  now  in  its  seventieth  year  and  is  well  preserved,  as  the 
recent  photograph  shows. 

ANN  HULL  -  1823-1907 

Alin  Hull,  my  grandmother,  was  born  at  Sparta,  Illinois,  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1823.  She  was  the  oldest  child  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hull,  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife,  Mary  Smith  Hull,  who  were  married 
near  Abingdon,  Virginia  about  1821.  The  Thomas  Orr  and  Thomas 
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First  home  of  Henry  Orr  and  Ann  Orr  after  their  marriage  in  Kinderhook,  Illinois,  built  about  1840.  It  was  the 
birth  place  of  all  their  12  children.  This  house  is  now  occupied  and  in  good  condition.  The  second  story  of  the  front 
porch  has  been  removed.  In  the  foreground  are  Lester  Lease  and  Ellis  Orr,  both  now  deceased. 


f 


The  Oldest  Child  of  Thomas  Orr 


75 


Second  home  of  Henry  Orr  and  Ann  Orr,  built  in  1876,  on  the  same  site 
of  original  log  house  of  his  father,  Thomas  Orr.  It  is  occupied  and  remains  in 
excellent  condition,  on  Bluff  road  to  Hannibal. 
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Hull  families  were  neighbors  and  close  friends.  Ann  grew  to  be  5 
feet  1 1  inches  tall,  was  strong  and  athletic  in  her  earlier  years.  Henry 
Orr,  whom  she  married  at  Akers  Chapel  near  Kinderhook,  was  7 
years  older,  and  somewhat  shorter  in  stature.  They  lived  happily 
together  for  67  years  and  raised  a  large  family. 

Ann  Orr  was  described  by  my  father  as  a  woman  of  devout 
religious  nature  and  of  superior  ability  in  child  raising  and  home 
making.  She  was  always  among  the  first  to  render  aid  to  any  of  her 
sick  or  stricken  neighbors.  She  was  erect  with  a  trim  figure  and  had 
a  head  of  jet  black  hair  almost  until  her  death  in  1907  at  the  age  of 
84  years.  Following  her  death  Henry  Orr  went  to  live  at  the  home  of 
one  of  his  daughters,  Ella  Lease,  in  Hull.  Here  he  received  loving 
care  and  attention  until  his  death  in  1909,  at  the  age  of  93. 

1.  Ann  Hull — married  Henry  Orr  in  1840. 

2.  Louis  Hull — Capt.  Co.  H.  Illinois  Infantry  during  Civil 

War — killed  in  action. 

3.  Bethena  Hull — married  a  man  named  Kennedy. 

4.  Nancy  Hull — married  a  nearby  farmer  named  Longnecker. 

5.  James  Hull — became  a  farmer,  died  in  Quincy,  Illinois. 

6.  Thomas  Hull,  Jr. — moved  to  Denver,  Colorado,  became  a 

banker — died  there. 

7.  Martha  Hull — married  Dimmitt,  a  farmer. 

8.  Charles  Hull — a  farmer. 

Another  son  was  born  and  died  in  infancy. 
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T^ROM  here  to  the  end  this  geneal- 

ogy  concerns  only  James  Henry 
Orr  and  his  descendants  on  both  the 
paternal  and  maternal  sides — includ¬ 
ing  the  Watson,  Wallace,  Denton, 
Whitney,  King,  Mitchell  and  Hicks 
families. 

Collateral  branches  of  the  Orr 
family  from  the  other  children  of 
Henry  Orr  and  their  descendants  may 
be  taken  up  and  developed  in  more 
detail  by  those  interested. 


CHAPTER  14 


JAMES  HENRY  ORR 
1847-1933 

Fourth  Child  of  Henry  Orr 

1\  1  Y  father,  JAMES  HENRY  ORR,  was  the  fourth  child  of  Henry 
'  ^  and  Ann  Orr  and  was  my  sixth  American  ancestor.  He  was 
born  August  2,  1847  at  their  home  in  Kinderhook,  Pike  County, 
Illinois.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  started  out  on  his  own  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  was  strong  and  athletic,  with  brown 
hair  and  blue  eyes.  His  height  was  about  5  feet  9  inches  and  he 
weighed  about  175  pounds.  He  had  a  quick  wit  and  a  well  developed 
sense  of  humor  which  made  him  popular  as  a  stor\'  teller  and  com¬ 
panion  even  down  to  his  last  years. 

He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  and  at  other  jobs  in  the  late  1860s. 
For  about  a  year  he  was  fireman  on  a  wood-burning  railroad  locomo¬ 
tive  on  the  old  Wisconsin  Central,  which  later  was  taken  over  by  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad.  His  run  was  from  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin  north  to  Escanaba,  Michigan.  I  have  often  heard  him 
describe  his  job  of  hoisting  cord  wood  up  to  the  tender,  and  of  the 
great  difficulties  of  operating  trains  in  the  winter  where  it  sometimes 
was  35°  below  zero  and  where  snow  occasionally  reached  a  depth 

of  twentv  feet. 

> 

About  1872  his  oldest  brother,  Thomas  Albert  (called  “Al”), 
who  previously  had  moved  to  Bosworth,  in  Carroll  County,  Mo., 
asked  “Jim”  to  come  over  and  live  with  him  for  a  while  and  help  him 
farm.  Carroll  County  is  in  west  central  Missouri  about  midway 
between  Columbia  and  Kansas  Citv.  Land  was  fertile  in  that  area, 
and  good  farm  tracts  could  then  be  bought  for  as  low  as  $10.00  per 
acre,  with  liberal  time  credits.  The  bid  by  A1  was  accepted  and  the 
24-year-old  James  Henry  Orr  became  a  Missourian. 

He  liked  it  in  Missouri  and  soon  became  known  to  his  neighbors 
by  his  attendance  at  spelling  “bees,”  singing  schools,  church  meetings, 
and  other  farm  gatherings.  He  had  a  good  baritone  voice  and  be¬ 
came  leader  of  a  singing  school.  At  one  such  gathering  he  happened 
to  meet  an  attractive  young  school  teacher  from  Lincoln,  Illinois, 
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who  was  visiting  nearby  friends.  Her  name  was  Louisa  Emaline  W at- 
son.  They  soon  fell  in  love  and  became  engaged.  The  marriage  look 
place  at  the  bride’s  home  in  Lincoln,  Illinois.  After  their  marriage 
they  visited  his  father,  Henry  Orr,  at  Kinderhook,  where  the  latter 
started  them  off  with  a  wedding  present  of  a  team  of  mules  and  new 
farm  wagon.  In  those  days  such  a  wedding  present  was  equivalent 
to  a  new  automobile  at  the  present  time.  Thus  well  equipped  the 
bride  and  groom  drove  to  Hannibal,  crossing  the  Mississippi  River  by 
ferryboat;  thence  by  easy  stages  for  the  remaining  150  miles  to  Car- 
roll  County,  Mo.  There  they  bought  a  farm  and  began  a  prosperous 
and  happy  married  life. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  school  teachers,  my  mother  again 
taught  school  for  about  3  years  until  her  first  child,  Minnie  Elizabeth, 
was  born,  in  1877.  My  father  built  a  good  farm  home  and  by  hard 
work  he  paid  for  it  in  a  few  years  and  also  paid  off  the  mortgage  on 
his  farm.  The  country  gradually  filled  up  with  new  settlers  and  be¬ 
came  a  farmer’s  paradise.  Many  kinds  of  wild  game  were  found  in 
abundance.  Prairie  Chickens  were  everywhere;  in  migratory  succes¬ 
sion  came  millions  of  wild  pigeons  and  Canadian  geese.  My  father 
was  a  good  shot  with  both  rifle  and  shotgun.  On  one  occasion  he 
got  into  such  a  big  flight  of  wild  geese  that  he  repeatedly  had  to  dip 
his  double-barrelled  gun  in  the  water  to  cool  it  off. 

Despite  his  outstanding  success  as  a  young  farmer,  he  and  his 
wife  sold  their  farm  for  a  good  profit,  gave  up  farm  life  and  moved 
to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  in  1882.  Their  decision  may  have  resulted  Irom 
their  desires  for  a  fuller  life,  the  attractions  offered  by  a  city  located 
only  12  miles  from  his  former  home  or  from  my  mother’s  nomadic 
and  ambitious  desire  to  move  and  travel.  It  could  have  been  a  com¬ 
bination  of  all  these  factors. 

Prior  to  their  move  to  Hannibal  their  second  daughter,  Olive, 
had  been  born.  Another  daughter,  Oma  Louise,  was  born  in  Hanni¬ 
bal  December  12,  1882,  but  died  in  infancy  on  July  19,  1886.  Their 
only  son  was  born  in  the  latter  part  of  1886.  He  was  named  Warren 
Henry.  The  name  “Warren”  came  from  a  distinguished  cousin, 
Warren  Watson,  then  living  in  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  The  middle  name 
“Henry”  followed  that  of  his  grandfather. 

In  Hannibal,  my  father  formed  a  partnership  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother-in-law,  James  Bond.  Their  firm  was  known  as 
“Bond  &  Orr.”  Apparently,  its  location  was  in  a  commercial  district 
too  far  removed  from  the  scattering  housewives  of  Hannibal’s  north 
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Photo  of  James  Henry  Orr  (1847-1933)  and 
reproduced  from  old  tin-type  taken  soon  after  their 


Louisa  E. 
marriage 


Orr  (1852-1920), 
in  1873. 
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side,  as  the  business  folded  up  with  all  creditors  paid,  in  1885.  A 
year  later  my  father  formed  another  partnership  with  Thomas 
Couzens,  who  owned  and  operated  a  prosperous  livery  stable  on  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  in  Hannibal’s  west  side.  Several  years  later,  he  bought 
Couzens’  interest  and  the  livery  business  continued  to  prosper.  He 
also  bought  a  house  at  309  Chestnut  Street  on  the  west  side,  about 
1889.  This  west  side  home  is  the  first  one  that  I  remember.  It  was 
then  about  se\'en  blocks  from  this  new  home  to  the  liverv^  stables  and 

4 

I  was  always  begging  my  mother  to  let  me  go  down  there.  Runaway 
horses  were  frequently  seen — on  one  occasion  I  saw  my  dad  run  out 
into  the  street  and  grab  the  bridle  reins  of  a  plunging  horse,  which 
dragged  him  half  a  block  before  he  jerked  the  horse  to  a  stop.  He 
kept  an  avearge  of  40  buggy  horses,  with  about  25  buggies,  surreys 
and  carriages.  Occasionally  he  would  buy  a  car-load  of  wild  horses 
from  the  \v'est  and  hold  auction  sales  in  a  big  lot  at  the  rear  of  the 
stables.  He  also  specialized  in  matching  teams  for  re-sale.  During 
the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  in  1893,  which  he  and  mother 
attended,  he  exhibited  and  sold  a  perfectly  matched  team  of  light- 
brown  or  dun  colored  horses  for  $440 — then  considered  a  high  price. 
He  also  kept  a  medium  sized  pony,  called  “Charlie”  for  my  sister 
Olive  to  drive,  with  a  small  buggy.  I  also  rode  him  while  carrying 
several  newspaper  routes.  One  day  when  my  sister  Olive  was  using 
the  pony,  I  put  a  saddle  on  a  gentle  old  horse  named  “Sam  Jones” 
( named  after  the  evangelist )  and  galloped  away  with  my  papers.  The 
old  plug  stopped  suddenly  at  the  edge  of  a  mud-puddle  and  threw  me 
in  a  somersault  over  his  head  right  into  the  middle  of  it.  \Vhile  I 
wasn’t  hurt  my  mother  did  not  recognize  me  when  I  finally  arrived 
home — and  she  in  turn  gave  my  dad  “fits”  for  allowing  me  to  ride 
any  horse  but  “Charlie” !  He  did  not  argue  with  her,  but  I’ll  bet  he, 
as  well  as  old  Sam  Jones,  had  several  good  chuckles  (or  should  I  say 
“horse  laughs”)  to  themselves  over  the  incident. 

Hannibal  was  a  railroad  center  and  was  the  junction  or  division 
point  for  five  different  railroads  in  1890-1900.  They  employed  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  highly  paid  officials  and  employees.  A  locomotive 
engineer  in  those  days  made  as  high  as  $200  a  month— about  the 
average  of  one  week’s  pay  today.  As  long  as  their  employment  lasted, 
the  livery  business,  as  well  as  all  others,  prospered.  But  with  the 
unemployment  following  a  financial  depression  in  the  late  nineties, 
my  dad  was  forced  to  sell  out  and  save  what  he  could.  He  was  then 
a  Director  in  the  German-American  Bank  of  Hannibal  and  sold  his 
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stock  there  for  a  ruinous  price.  He  began  looking  around  for  some¬ 
thing  to  do  as  there  was  not  a  lazy  bone  in  his  body.  In  1900  he 
secured  a  contract,  which  he  sublet  to  construct  over  a  mile  of  sewer¬ 
age  system.  In  1901  he  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
City  Collector  of  Hannibal.  In  the  meantime  he  bought  a  10  acre 
tract  of  land  about  3j/2  miles  west  of  Hannibal  near  Oakwood  on  the 
Palmyra  gravel  road.  At  the  end  of  this  city  job  he  built  an  eight- 
room  two-story  brick  house  on  this  land  and  moved  there  with  my 
mother,  my  older  sister  and  myself.  My  sister  Olive  had  then  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Hannibal  high  school  and  moved  to  Quincy  to  become 
bookkeeper  in  a  bank  there.  Our  family  continued  to  live  at  the  Oak- 
wood  home  until  1906.  During  this  interim  he  drove  to  Hannibal 
every  day  where  he  conducted  a  real  estate  and  loan  business  on  the 
2nd  floor  of  a  building  at  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  Main 
Streets. 

At  that  time  he  and  my  mother  had  been  attracted  by  the  big 
opening  and  free  land  drawing  in  Oklahoma.  He  sold  his  home 
near  Hannibal  (which  still  stands)  for  a  good  price  and  moved  with 
all  his  earthly  belongings  to  Lawton,  then  a  small  city  in  southwest 
Oklahoma.  Luckily  he  did  not  draw  a  free  farm,  but  during  the 
rush  he  bought  a  large  number  of  lots  in  a  little  town  called  taxon, 
Okla.  These  lots  became  worthless. 

In  1911,  after  I  had  graduated  at  the  University  of  Missouri, 
my  father  and  his  family  moved  back  north  to  join  me  at  Hamilton, 
Illinois.  With  their  remaining  savings  they  built  a  new  modern  home 
at  Hamilton  where  they  lived  until  my  mother  s  sudden  death  from 
a  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  November,  1920.  My  father  then  moved 
to  Carthage,  Illinois  and  lived  in  our  home  until  he  died  in  October, 
1933,  at  the  age  of  86  years. 

He  was  the  most  tolerant,  unselfish  and  genial  person  I  have 
ever  known. 

His  funeral  was  attended  by  more  distinguished  persons  than 
Carthage  has  ever  seen  at  one  time,  before  or  since.  Honorable  Henry 
Horner,  Governor  of  Illinois,  United  States  Senator  William  Deitrich, 
Secretary  of  State  Hughes,  Attorney  General  Kerner,  and  many  other 
high  ranking  state  officials  were  all  present.  Six  of  the  seven  Justices 
of  the  Illinois  Supreme  Gourt,  of  which  I  was  then  Chief  Justice, 
also  came  to  do  him  honor.  Practically  all  county  and  city  officials 
closed  their  offices  in  order  to  attend  his  last  rites.  The  funeral  serv- 
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ices  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Thompson,  a  Methodist  minister,  and 
father  was  buried  next  to  the  remains  of  my  mother  at  Oakwood 
Cemetery  in  Hamilton,  Illinois. 
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CHAPTER  15 


The  Watson  Family 

(INTER-MARRIED  WITH  MITCHELL, 

PURCELL  AND  HICKS  FAMILIES) 

ly/T  OST  of  the  obtainable  history'  of  the  Watson  family  was  sent  to 
^  me  in  January,  1915  by  my  uncle,  Chandler  Bruer  Watson,  then 
living  in  Ashland,  Oregon.  This  information  was  supplemented  by 
mv  mother,  Louisa  Watson  Orr,  at  about  the  same  time.  Mv  Uncle 
Chandler  lived  a  long  and  illustrious  life,  starting  as  an  humble 
grocery  clerk  in  a  small  town  and  later  becoming  an  outstanding 
lawyer,  lecturer,  author.  United  States  District  Attorney  and  As¬ 
sistant  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Oregon. 

In  his  above-mentioned  letter  to  me.  Uncle  Chandler  said: 

“Working  out  a  genealogical  tree  during  the  second  century  of  a 
new  and  rapidly  growing  country',  built  up  as  this  one  has  been, 
by  the  roving  spirits  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  no  little  under¬ 
taking.  In  the  early  settlement  of  the  colonies  accretions  from  the  old 
world  were  largely  from  that  nervous  class  with  roving  inclination 
and  of  adventurous  spirit. 

“Coming  to  this  continent,  then  a  wilderness,  but  little  time, 
for  many  years,  could  be  devoted  to  anything  but  sustaining  life, 
building  homes  and  defending  them.  Frequent  migrations  farther 
into  the  wilderness,  Indian  wars,  settlements  widely  scattered  with 
no  communications  with  the  outside  except  at  long  interv'als  and  by 
devious  methods,  shut  out  possibilities  of  inter-course  between  fam¬ 
ilies  and  after  a  generation  or  two  even  the  inclination  to  trace 
ancestrv  almost  became  obliterated.  The  traditional  ‘needle  in  a 
haystack,’  as  an  object  of  search  has  become  as  easy  a  task  as  to 
trace  family  connections  and  lineage  of  the  pioneers  of  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  in  America.” 

The  Watsons  came  to  this  country  not  long  after  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock  They  were  of  Welsh  descent  with 
strains  of  English  and  Scotch  blood.  The  Welsh  were  the  most  un¬ 
compromising  dissenters  engaged  in  the  bitter  religious  struggles 
during  the  100  years  of  the  Reformation  between  1550  and  1650. 
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They  joined  the  earliest  pioneers  from  England,  Wales  and  Scotland 
to  America,  in  search  of  a  new  home  where  they  might  secure  cheap 
land  and  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con¬ 
sciences.  They  were  not  of  the  so-called  nobility,  but  were  of  the 
honest,  frugal,  industrious  element  upon  the  sturdy  shoulders  of 
whom  royalty  planted  its  foot  and  from  which  it  drew  its  strength. 
Adventure  and  War  seemed  to  appeal  to  these  early  emigrants  and 
they  ventured.  The  lives  they  led  were  lives  of  hardship  and  frequent 
peril. 

The  Watsons  with  whom  we  are  concerned  first  came  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  but  no  record  is  available  of  their  family  life  there.  The 
first  known  ancestor  was  my  great-great  grandfather,  Samuel  Wat¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  1768  in  Western  Vermont,  where  his  parents 
had  moved  from  Massachusetts  in  the  early  1700  period. 

After  his  marriage  about  1790,  Samuel  moved  to  western  New 
York  and  settled  in  Cayuga  County,  prior  to  the  War  of  1812.  The 
exact  date  is  not  known,  nor  is  the  name  of  his  wife.  He  is  known  to 
have  been  the  father  of  Bruer  Watson  but  when  and  where  he  died 
and  whether  he  had  other  children  is  also  unknown. 

While  Samuel  Watson  and  his  family  lived  in  New  York  my 
great  grandfather,  Bruer  Watson,  entered  the  Army  in  the  War  of 
1812,  at  about  the  age  of  20,  just  as  my  great  grandfather,  Thomas 
Orr,  enlisted  in  the  same  war  in  Virginia  at  the  age  of  19.  While  the 
fighting  was  going  on  across  the  river  in  Canada,  Bruer  Watson  was 
kept  with  a  detail  on  guard  duty  on  the  south  bank.  This  he  did 
not  like  and  begged  to  be  sent  to  his  company  which  was  across  the 
river  in  the  engagement.  This  was  refused  and  that  night  he  deserted 
and  started  for  home  through  the  forest  but  was  soon  caught  and 
brought  back.  Of  course,  his  offense  was  very  serious.  On  being 
questioned,  however,  he  said  he  had  enlisted  to  fight  and  would 
not  have  entered  the  army  if  he  had  known  that  this  privilege  would 
be  denied  him.  He  was  young  and  strong,  bold  to  rashness  and  was 
well  liked.  So  after  a  severe  reprimand  he  was  told  that  if  all  he 
wanted  was  to  fight  he  should  have  what  he  wanted,  and  was  sent 
across  the  river  for  active  duty  in  time  to  be  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fighting  at  Bridgewater,  July  23,  1814.  ,  v. 

This  battle  is  known  as  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane  and  histonans 
have  listed  it  as  one  bf  the  hardest  fought  engagements  of  the  -whole 
war.  Great  grandfather  Watson  had  half  of  his  right  ear  shot  away 
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in  this  battle  and  conducted  himself  so  bravely  that  he  was  kept 
with  the  fighting  forces  throughout  the  war. 

Great  grandfather  Bruer  Watson  afterwards  married  Elizabeth 
Purcell  at,  or  near,  Vincennes,  Indiana,  in  1819.  By  this  marriage 
the  seven  following  named  children  were  born  and  survived  to  be 
adults:  Benjamin,  Nancy,  William  (my  grandfather  1824),  Samuel, 
Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Bruer.  Bruer  Watson,  the  father,  died  about 
1830  or  1831.  Whether  he  moved  with  his  familv  to  Pike  Countv, 
Illinois  or  died  in  Indiana  has  not  been  learned. 

About  1832  great  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Purcell  Watson,  mar¬ 
ried  her  second  husband,  David  Eoreman,  who  was  a  widower  with 
a  large  family.  This  marriage  occurred  near  Pittsfield,  Pike  County, 
Illinois.  As  a  result  of  this  union  there  were  born  Absolon,  Abner, 
Jeremiah,  Josephus  and  Margaret  Eoreman.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  carry  the  Eoreman  family  forward  in  this  genealogy. 

Of  the  Watsons  above-named,  great  uncle  Ben  married  and 
moved  to  Iowa,  settling  near  Oskaloosa.  He  went  into  the  Union 
army  in  1862  and  died  there  of  wounds  before  the  war  was  over. 
Great  Aunt  Nancy  Watson  married  John  Eoreman  (one  of  David 
Eoreman's  first  family),  and  moved  to  Jones  County,  Iowa. 

My  great  uncle  Sam  Watson  went  to  California  in  1852.  He 
married  a  Miss  Blackwood  in  Pike  County,  Illinois,  and  took  her 
overland.  She  was  a  brilliant  woman  and  wrote  many  interesting 
things  for  the  press,  both  prose  and  poetr\\  They  had  three  children 
all  born  in  the  Golden  state,  viz.  Warren,  Jerry  and  Ada. 

My  grandfather’s  sister,  Mar\'  ^Vatson,  married  a  German  by 
the  name  of  Koonz.  They  had  two  children,  Odelia  and  John.  His 
sister  Lizzie  married  a  man  bv  the  name  of  Bowers.  Thev  had  one 
child,  Elizabeth.  No  attempt  has  been  made  by  me  to  carry  these 
lines  of  lineage  forward. 

On  the  maternal  side,  my  great  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Purcell 

Watson,  was  born  in  Kentucky  about  1800.  Her  father,  John  Purcell, 

came  to  Kentuckv  with  Daniel  Boone  about  the  vear  1790.  He 

travelled  there  over  the  Cumberland  Gap  on  the  famous  Wilderness 

Road,  which  a  few  years  later  was  to  be  traversed  by  my  other  great- 

great  grandfather,  Arthur  Orr,  from  Pennsylvania  to  southwestern 

Virginia.  John  Purcell,  also  Scotch,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  before 

the  Revolutionarv  War.  Historv  records  the  massacre  in  the  vallev  of 

*  *  * 

W’yoming  (Pennsylvania)  by  about  700  Indians.  Great-great  grand- 
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father  Purcell  was  a  baby  in  his  mother’s  arms  at  that  time  and  to 
save  his  life  and  hers  she  fled  with  him  to  the  woods  and  hid  until 
rescued.  John  Purcell,  while  in  Kentucky  grew  to  be  “quite  well 
off.  Though  he  was  opposed  to  slavery  he  owned  slaves.  When 
he  concluded  to  migrate  to  Indiana,  which  he  did  some  time  between 
1810  and  1820,  he  manumitted  his  slaves.  But  there  was  one,  called 
“Lucy”  who  would  not  accept  her  freedom  and  remained  with  the 
family.  She  did  not  know  how  old  she  was  but  she  was  present 
at  my  great  grandmother  Purcell’s  birth  (1800),  at  my  grandfather 
Watson’s  birth  (1824)  and  at  the  birth  of  uncle  Chancier  (1849). 
She  died  about  1863  or  1864  and  must  have  been  well  past  one 
hundred  years  old.  Everybody  loved  “Aunt  Lucy”  and  she  loved 
everybody.  In  speaking  of  her,  it  was  said :  “If  heaven  contains 
more  loving,  less  selfish  souls  than  Aunt  Lucy’s,  it  will  be  an  uncom¬ 
fortable  place  for  most  of  us.” 

^Ve  come  now  to  the  next  nearest  maternal  branch  of  my  family 
tree.  My  grandmother  Watson’s  maiden  name  was  Jane  Mitchell. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  one  Chandler  Mitchell.  The  Mitchells  were 
Scotch  Presbyterians,  while  the  Watsons  were  originally  Methodists. 
The  Mitchell  family  came  to  America  from  Scotland  after  spending 
one  or  two  generations  in  Protestant  North  Ireland,  landing  here 
some  time  in  the  early  1700s.  I  can  find  very  little  pertaining  to  my 
great-great  grandparents  in  the  Mitchell  line,  but  it  is  well  known 
family  tradition  that  great  grandfather  Mitchell  was  a  great  story 
teller.  He  once  told  of  a  sleigh  ride  on  Lake  Champlain  when  he 
was  a  boy  and  of  seeing  another  sleighload  of  people  break  through 
the  ice  and  disappear  in  the  lake.  Other  stories  referred  to  his  fish¬ 
ing,  hunting  and  trapping  on  Bay  Creek  and  Onion  River,  Vermont, 
where  he  lived  when  a  boy.  He  died  at  the  age  of  77  years  and, 
therefore,  was  born  in  1783.  A  great  uncle.  Ensign  Mitchell,  was 
born  about  1820  or  1822.  This  Uncle  Ensign  used  to  brag  about 
having  “licked”  General  Grant  when  they  were  boys  in  school  to¬ 
gether  in  Ohio.  Grant  was  born  in  1822. 

Great  grandfather  Chandler  Mitchell  married  Jane  Hicks,  a 
Scotch  girl,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio  in  1819.  Their  marriage  resulted 
in  the  births  of  the  following  named  children:  Elizabeth,  Samuel, 
George,  Experience,  Joseph,  Jane  (my  grandmother)  and  Wesley. 
The  daughter.  Experience,  a  nameless  baby  daughter  and  their 
mother  died  in  a  Cholera  epidemic  in  1828  in  Ohio.  Samuel  re¬ 
mained  in  Ohio  and  the  others  moved  to  Pike  County,  Illinois,  about 
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Photos  of  William  T.  Watson  (1824-1880) 
(1825-1907 )  taken  in  Portland,  Oregon. 
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1843.  Great  uncle  Ensign  Mitchell  was  married  twice;  his  first  wife 
was  Sara  Foreman.  By  her  he  had  children  as  follows:  Silas,  Moses, 
Chandler,  Jane,  Speice. 

Great  grandfather  Chandler  Mitchell  fought  in  the  Black  Hawk 
\Var  of  1832  and  in  other  Indian  wars  common  in  that  period.  He 
and  his  older  sons  for  some  years  joined  the  flat  boat  crews  ever\' 
fall  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  New  Orleans.  These 
stalwart  Scotch  pioneers  were  noted  flat-boatmen  and  ax  men,  very 
hardy  and  muscular,  fine  rifle-shots  and  “ready  to  fight  at  the  drop 
of  a  hat.” 

No  effort  has  been  made  to  trace  the  collateral  descendants 
of  the  Purcell,  Hicks  or  Mitchell  families  except  as  above  shown. 

\Ve  continue  now  in  the  next  youngest  generation  of  the  Watson 
family,  headed  by  my  grandfather,  William  T.  Watson,  the  third 
child  of  the  marriage  of  Bruer  Watson  and  Elizabeth  Purcell. 

William  T.  Watson  was  born  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  July  22, 
1824.  As  above  stated,  he  married  Jane  Mitchell,  who  was  born 
near  Georgetown  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  February  23,  1825.  They 
were  married  December  24,  1846.  Then  came  nine  children  in  the 
following  order:  Sarah,  Chandler,  John,  Louisa  (my  mother),  Mary, 
\Villiam,  George,  Benjamin,  Solomon,  and  Martha  Jane  (Dale). 

The  Civil  War  broke  out  in  1861  and  the  Confederates  began 
winning  nearly  all  the  battles.  Lincoln  issued  his  call  for  200,000 
volunteers  to  save  the  Union.  Grandfather’s  patriotism  overcame 
his  common  sense.  He  enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  H,  106th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Illinois  Volunteers  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  where  the  large 
family  of  small  children  then  lived  on  a  farm.  He  fought  in  several 
decisive  battles,  including  Vicksburg,  but  was  then  nearly  40  years 
old.  On  a  hot  summer  day  in  1863  he  suffered  a  sun-stroke.  He 
was  sent  home  but  never  regained  his  former  robust  health.  He 
later  moved,  with  his  wife  and  unmarried  children,  to  Bonham, 
Texas,  where  he  died  at  the  early  age  of  54,  on  July  21,  1878.  His 
widow,  Jane  and  most  of  their  children  moved  northwest  to  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Oregon,  where  a  large  portion  of  their  descendants  still 
live.  Their  youngest  child,  Martha  Jane  (Dale)  Lynch,  born  in 
1867,  is  now  living  (86)  with  her  only  son,  Sol  Voorhes,  in  Holly¬ 
wood,  California. 

My  mother,  Louisa  Emaline  Watson,  the  fourth  child  of  \Vil- 
liam  and  Jane  Watson,  was  born  November  26,  1852  on  a  farm 
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about  4  miles  northeast  of  Lincoln,  Illinois.  She  was  only  ten  years 
old  when  her  father  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War,  but  well  remembered 
the  hardships  and  privation  suffered  by  the  family  in  the  three  years 
he  was  away.  She  nevertheless  helped  do  the  family  chores,  attended 
the  nearby  country  school  and  grew  up  to  become  a  beautiful  and 
accomplished  young  woman.  While  visiting  relatives  near  Carrollton, 
Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  she  met  a  young  farmer  from  Pike 
County,  Illinois,  named  James  Henry  Orr.  They  attended  several 
spelling  matches  and  dances  together  and  fell  in  love.  They  were 
married  at  her  home  near  Lincoln,  Illinois,  on  February  27,  1873, 
but  went  back  to  Carroll  County,  Missouri,  to  live.  They  drove 
from  Illinois  to  Carrollton  in  a  farm  wagon  with  a  team  of  young 
mules  which  my  grandfather  Henry  Orr  gave  them  as  a  wedding 
present.  My  father  bought  a  farm  and  as  time  passed  they  each 
took  turns  at  teaching  a  country  school  and  giving  singing  lessons 
to  aid  their  farm  income.  She  was  a  loving  mother  to  their  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  one  son. 

They  later  sold  their  farm  and  moved  to  Hannibal,  Missouri 
where  they  lived  until  1906.  In  1911  they  finally  joined  their  only 
son,  Warren,  who  had  started  to  practice  law  in  Hamilton,  Illinois. 
They  built  a  new  home  there  and  were  enjoying  the  happiest  years 
of  their  married  life  when  suddenly  Mother  was  stricken  with  apo¬ 
plexy  and  died,  November  24,  1920,  just  a  few  days  before  her  68th 
birthday. 

The  chronological  chart  of  the  seven  known  generations  of  the 
Watson  family,  between  the  years  1768  to  1953,  inclusive  are  to  be 
found  as  the  last  chapter  of  this  book. 
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]\  /TARK  Twain  once  said  that  he  refrained  from  writing  his  own 
^  ^  biography  because  if  he  told  the  whole  truth  his  readers  would 
think  he  was  an  old  reprobate,  while  if  he  tried  to  soften  or  embellish 
the  truth  thev  would  swear  he  was  a  liar!  His  fears  have  not  dis- 
mayed  me  and  so  far,  I  have  not  found  any  thieves  in  my  ancestral 
past.  Though  my  forebears  may  have  had  some  skeletons  rattling 
around  in  their  closets.  Old  Father  Time  and  the  Statute  of  Limita¬ 
tions  have  long  since  put  them  to  rest. 

My  childhood  began  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  I  was  born  about  three  blocks  from  Mark  Twain’s 
old  home,  November  5,  1886,  the  fourth  child  and  only  son  of  James 
Henrv'  Orr  and  Louisa  E.  Watson.  I  lived  on  that  river  successively 
at  Hannibal,  Quincy,  Hamilton  and  Rock  Island  for  the  first  52  years 
of  my  life.  As  a  boy  I  played,  fished,  hunted  and  swam  in  and  on 
the  Mississippi  and  carried  newspapers  up  and  down  its  adjacent 
hills.  About  the  only  thing  Mark  Twain  and  I  ever  had  in  common 
was  steamboating — he  as  a  pilot  and  I  as  a  Clerk  and  Purser  on 
four  different  Diamond  Joe  packet  boats  operating  between  St.  Louis 
and  St.  Paul.  By  working  on  these  boats  for  the  three  summer  months 
each  year  from  1905  to  1910  inclusive,  I  earned  and  saved  enough 
money  to  help  pay  my  way  through  two  degrees  at  the  University  of 
Missouri. 

My  boyhood  in  Hannibal  was  probably  about  the  same  as  other 
boys  at  that  time.  I  engaged  in  ever\-  outdoor  sport.  During  my 
high  school  days  I  was  manager  of  the  baseball  team,  which  always 
played  Quincy  and  many  other  nearby  schools.  I  usually  played 
first  base  and  sometimes  was  catcher.  In  the  summer  months  one  of 
my  chums  and  I  would  often  rent  a  skiff  for  a  dollar  and  row  up  the 
Mississippi  two  or  three  miles  on  fishing  trips  among  different  islands. 
The  river  was  and  is  narrow  at  Hannibal  and  rowing  was  difficult 
against  its  swift  current. 

An  unusual  piece  of  luck  resulted  from  one  of  those  Saturday 
fishing  trips,  when  three  of  us  walked  across  the  \Vabash  Railroad 
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bridge  north  of  Hannibal  and  fished  in  Stillwell’s  Lake.  We  had 
seined  our  own  minnows,  several  of  which  were  three  or  four  inches 
long.  I  had  put  a  new  red  cork  on  my  line  and  had  not  had  a  bite 
all  day.  We  were  ready  to  dump  out  the  minnows  and  go  home.  The 
idea  struck  me  that  I  would  like  to  put  on  the  biggest  minnow  to 
see  if  it  could  pull  this  new  red  cork  under  the  water.  I  did  so  and 
the  cork  went  under  suddenly.  It  proved  not  to  be  the  minnow,  but 
a  big  five  pound  black  bass.  I  have  never  caught  a  bass  that  large 
since  then.  Nearly  every  person  I  met  on  the  way  home  stopped 
me  to  look  at  the  big  fish  and  to  ask  where  I  caught  it.  We  also 
went  duck  hunting  in  the  same  manner  and  usually  got  a  few  ducks 
from  river  blinds  built  on  wing  dams  or  sand  bars. 

In  the  fall  of  1904  I  entered  the  law  school  at  the  University 
of  Missouri.  I  had  saved  $66.00  of  my  own  and  my  mother  gave  me 
an  additional  $50.00  which  she  had  saved  for  me.  I  had  a  new  suit¬ 
case  full  of  enough  clothes  for  the  fall  and  winter.  I  carelessly  piled 
this  suitcase  with  dozens  of  others  at  one  end  of  the  Wabash  Railroad 
coach  which  carried  us  into  Columbia.  When  I  went  to  get  off  the 
train  my  suitcase  was  gone.  Despite  all  efforts  and  searches,  it  was 
never  found.  At  the  time  this  seemed  like  an  irreparable  loss.  How¬ 
ever,  I  secured  jobs  mowing  lawns,  waiting  on  tables,  milking  cows, 
firing  furnaces  and  bookkeeping  at  a  farm  implement  concern  until 
I  earned  enough  to  buy  myself  some  new  clothes  and  carry  on  for 
myself.  The  current  wage  then  was  25c  per  hour. 

In  my  first  two  years  at  the  University  while  I  was  working 
the  hardest  to  pay  my  way,  I  seemed  to  make  my  best  grades,  al¬ 
though  I  never  failed  in  any  course. 

Life  grew  easier  for  me  with  each  successive  year  in  school. 
I  became  active  in  nearly  all  student  activities.  I  picked  up  a  second¬ 
hand  typewriter  and  began  sending  news  and  sports  items  to  the 
different  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  dailies.  Soon  I  was  the  leading 
correspondent  from  Columbia  to  the  Kansas  City  Star,  St.  Louis 
Post  Dispatch,  Omaha  Bee,  with  an  occasional  article  accepted  by 
the  Chicago  Tribune.  I  was  elected  athletic  editor  of  the  Missouri 
Independent,  the  only  college  weekly.  I  was  also  advertising  man¬ 
ager  for  The  Missouri  Oven,  a  monthly  humorous  magazine.  For 
the  scholastic  year  1908-09  I  was  elected  editor-in-chief  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  hide  pendent  and  later  published  an  experimental  daily  called 
the  Columbia  Missourian. 

In  1908  I  proposed  the  establishment  of  a  School  of  Journalism 
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Warren  H.  Orr  and  Dorothy  W.  Orr — Photo  taken  in  March,  1933,  in  JVashington,  D.  C.,  while  attending  first 
inauguration  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 
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to  a  notable  educator  and  editor,  Walter  Williams,  then  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  university.  He  told  me  if  I  would 
circulate  a  petition  and  get  it  signed  by  at  least  forty  undergraduates 
agreeing  to  take  a  course  in  journalism,  he  would  undertake  the 
establishment  of  such  a  course.  I  prepared  such  a  petition  and  got 
it  signed  by  sixty  students.  As  a  result  the  first  School  of  Journalism 
in  the  United  States  was  established  at  the  University  of  Missouri. 
Today  it  ranks  at  the  top  in  America  in  high  standards,  and  prestige. 
I  was  selected  as  the  first  of  two  student  instructors  in  the  new  school. 
In  the  same  year  I  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  at  the  State 
Historical  Library  and  was  also  selected  as  one  of  seven  juniors  for 
membership  in  “Mystical  Seven.”  This  was  and  is  an  honorary' 
society  which  selects  seven  men  each  year  for  their  outstanding 
achievements  in  different  lines  of  endeavor  benefiting  the  university. 

In  1909  I  was  one  of  five  to  incorporate  and  build  the  “Missouri 
Store.”  This  proved  to  be  a  profitable  enterprise  located  on  a  corner 
across  from  the  university  campus.  It  became  a  favorite  meeting 
place  for  students  and  sold  all  kinds  of  books,  supplies  and  fountain 
lunches.  Part  of  the  original  management  of  this  same  corporation 
has  now  established  a  chain  of  these  student  stores  in  dozens  of 
other  large  universities  throughout  the  country. 

In  1907  I  became  a  member  of  Delta  Tau  Delta,  a  national 
social  fraternity  and  serv'ed  as  president  of  the  Missouri  chapter  in 
1909-10. 

To  secure  my  A.B.  degree  at  the  university,  I  majored  in  history 
and  sociology  during  the  years  1906-1909,  inclusive.  After  this,  in 
June,  1911,  I  finished  my  senior  year  at  the  Missouri  School  of  Law 
and  graduated. 

After  securing  my  law  degree  I  left  Columbia  and  went  back 
to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  I  lived  with  my  sister  Olive  and  her  hus¬ 
band  for  the  summer  months  of  that  year.  I  became  acquainted  with 
most  of  the  members  of  the  Quincy  Bar  and  attended  Circuit  and 
Probate  Court  proceedings  with  regularity.  On  the  way  down  town 
one  morning,  I  stopped  to  buy  cigars  at  a  small  grocery  store.  There 
I  picked  up  a  little  pamphlet  booming  the  City  of  Hamilton,  Illinois, 
because  of  the  building  of  the  great  Keokuk  and  Hamilton  dam 
across  the  Mississippi  River.  People  predicted  Hamilton,  with  cheap 
electric  power,  would  become  a  second  Niagara  City.  Soon  there¬ 
after  a  special  train  was  chartered  by  the  Quincy  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  offering  its  members  and  friends  a  chance-  to  see  this 
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engineering  spectacle.  I  went  along  on  this  excursion  on  a  hot  day 
in  July,  1911. 

After  the  sightseeing  tour  was  completed,  I  decided  to  go  up 
the  hill  and  look  at  the  main  business  section  of  Hamilton.  It  then 
had  a  population  of  about  2,000,  with  much  activity  in  building. 
This  impressed  me  so  I  went  into  both  banks  on  the  opposite  corners 
of  the  main  street  to  ask  a  few  questions.  I  was  especially  well 
received  by  the  Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hamilton. 
Little  did  I  dream  that  three  years  later  he  was  to  become  my  father- 
in-law.  His  name  was  Robert  Reed  Wallace  and  from  him  I  received 
the  first  words  of  encouragement  if  I  should  open  an  office  there. 
He  told  me  that  office  space  could  be  had  on  the  second  floor  above 
the  bank  and  that  he  would  do  his  best  to  get  me  acquainted  with 
the  towns-people.  The  only  disconcerting  thing  he  told  me  was  that 
there  were  four  lawyers  practicing  at  that  time  in  such  a  small  com¬ 
munity.  But  I  felt  better  when  he  explained  further  that  one  of 
these  lawyers  was  State’s  Attorney  of  that  county,  another  was  su¬ 
perintendent  of  schools,  a  third  took  no  local  practice  because  he  was 
working  full  time  for  the  Mississippi  River  Power  Company  and 
the  fourth  was  assistant  cashier  at  the  other  bank.  With  my  com¬ 
petitors  all  engaged  in  other  work  or  out  of  the  city  most  of  the 
time,  I  did  not  hesitate  in  deciding  to  locate  in  Hamilton. 

One  suitcase  held  all  my  belongings  and  on  August  11,  1911, 
I  moved  from  Quincy  to  stake  my  future  in  a  little  city  about  40 
miles  to  the  north — a  city  which  I  had  passed  dozens  of  times 
without  notice  while  steamboating  on  the  Mississippi. 

Outside  of  some  borrowed  money  from  my  sister  Olive  (who  was 
always  so  dear  to  me),  I  was  practically  broke  when  I  started  prac¬ 
ticing  law  in  Hamilton.  I  had  no  money  to  buy  law  books  or  office 
equipment  and  furnishings.  A  generous-hearted  undertaker  named 
McArthur  loaned  me  a  small  typewriter  desk,  a  second-hand  type¬ 
writer  and  a  copy  of  1910  Illinois  Statutes.  He  also  brought  me 
one  of  my  first  clients — the  widow  of  a  workman  on  the  dam  who 
had  been  knocked  off  a  train  and  killed.  It  was  necessary  to  take 
out  Letters  of  Administration  upon  the  dead  man’s  estate  in  order 
to  collect  damages  for  his  widow  from  the  power  company.  I  settled 
the  case  for  $3500.  It  was  not  a  difficult  matter.  In  fact  my  greatest 
difficulty  was  in  fixing  a  reasonable  fee  for  my  legal  services.  This 
difficulty  has  pursued  me  through  most  of  my  legal  career.  The 
fee  was  finally  determined  at  the  sum  of  $250.  A  large  part  of 
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this  money  was  used  in  buying  an  office  desk,  chairs,  books  and 
other  equipment.  With  the  drawing  of  wills,  contracts  for  sale  of 
land,  preparing  abstracts  of  title  and  handling  the  work  of  the 
Hamilton  Loan  and  Building  Association,  I  soon  became  as  busy 
as  a  bird-dog. 

The  people  of  Hamilton  proved  to  be  friendly.  They  were 
progressive  minded  and  above  the  average  in  civic  consciousness.  In 
1912  they  voted  to  change  from  aldermanic  to  non-partisan  com¬ 
mission  form  government.  After  this  change  had  been  voted  I  was 
employed  as  city  attorney  at  $600  per  year.  It  became  my  duty  also 
to  draw  an  entirely  new  set  of  ordinances  to  comply  with  the  Illinois 
Statutes  providing  for  commission  form  government.  The  little  city 
had  been  growing  rapidly  and  needed  new  water  and  sewerage 
systems,  as  well  as  new  pavements  and  sidewalks.  I  was  again  em¬ 
ployed  to  conduct  special  assessment  proceedings  through  the  courts 
for  these  various  improvements,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  issuance  of 
special  assessment  bonds.  After  a  favorable  public  vote  a  $25,000 
bond  issue  was  floated  to  purchase  a  twenty  acre  park  in  the  center  of 
town.  All  of  this  legal  experience  was  exacting  and  later  became  very 
useful  when  I  was  elected  to  the  bench. 

My  father  and  mother,  with  my  oldest  sister,  Minnie,  moved 
from  Oklahoma  (where  they  had  lived  for  five  years)  to  Hamilton  in 
November,  1911,  and  I  lived  with  them  in  a  rented  house  until  they 
could  build  a  home  of  their  own.  In  spare  times,  I  had  been  looking 
over  several  tracts  of  land  on  the  outskirts  of  Hamilton  with  the  idea 
of  purchasing  a  small  area  and  subdividing  it.  With  a  small  down 
payment.  Father  and  I  finally  bought  a  ten  acre  tract  overlooking 
the  lake  to  be  created  upon  the  completion  of  the  big  dam.  We  laid 
out  forty  building  lots  and  called  the  new  addition  “Lakeview 
Heights.”  At  first  the  lots  sold  rapidly  and  five  new  houses  were 
built  on  the  better  sites.  We  sold  about  one-half  of  the  lots  for  suf¬ 
ficient  money  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness.  Then  in  1913,  we  built 
a  two-story  seven  room  residence  for  our  family. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  power  dam  in  1913  at  least  two 
hundred  workers  moved  away  from  Hamilton.  Contrary  to  expec¬ 
tations,  no  factories  located  there  to  obtain  cheap  electric  power. 
This  resulted  from  a  new  invention  by  which  electric  power  could  be 
transmitted  at  least  two  hundred  fifty  miles,  instead  of  eight  or  ten 
miles,  from  its  source.  Practically  all  the  power  derived  from  the 
dam  was  sold  to  the  utility  companies  at  St.  Louis.  The  hopes  of  see- 
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ing  Hamilton  become  a  thriving  manufacturing  center  thus  vanished. 

Each  successive  year  saw  my  law  practice  gradually  become 
larger  and  more  diversified.  I  had  already  won  three  law  suits  from 
the  Wabash  and  Burlington  Railroads  on  account  of  accidental  deaths 
occurring  near  Hamilton.  These  victories  not  only  attracted  more 
clients,  but  also  enabled  me  to  get  into  a  suite  of  offices  in  a  new 
building,  buy  new  furniture  and  a  good  library,  including  all  the 
Illinois  Supreme  Court  reports.  My  income  had  jumped  from  $43 
for  the  first  month  in  1911  to  an  average  of  about  $300  a  month  in 
1914. 

In  that  same  year  I  helped  organize  and  was  secretary-treasurer 
of  Lakeview  Club — a  service  which  I  held  without  pay  for  seventeen 
years.  Its  membership  was  scattered  throughout  several  counties  and 
at  one  time  was  slightly  above  eight  hundred.  The  club  house  was 
on  a  beautiful  point  of  land  extending  out  into  the  Mississippi  River 
and  about  one  mile  north  of  Hamilton.  Its  most  attractive  features 
were  a  sand  bathing  beach,  good  meals,  a  tennis  court  and  weekly 
dancing  parties  with  imported  orchestras. 

The  year  1914  was  good  to  me  in  another  respect.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  10th  of  that  year  I  married  Dorothy  Wallace  of  Hamilton — the 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Reed  Wallace.  I  have  often  said 
that  she  deserved  credit  for  much  of  my  success  and  happiness  in  life. 

In  the  spring  of  1918  I  decided  to  become  a  Democratic  candi¬ 
date  for  County  Judge  of  Hancock  County.  I  won  the  primary  con¬ 
test  in  April  without  difficulty,  but  was  opposed  in  the  fall  election 
by  a  formidable  Republican  opponent  who  was  then  President  of  the 
Hancock  County  Bar  Association.  He  lived  in  Carthage,  the  County 
Seat.  I  made  a  house  to  house  campaign  all  over  the  county  and  on 
my  birthday,  November  5,  1918,  I  defeated  him  by  315  majority. 
He  was  an  able  lawyer  and  always  remained  one  of  my  best  friends. 

In  1922  I  again  won  the  primary  nomination  and  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  about  3,000,  the  largest  majority  ever  received  up 
to  that  time  for  any  office  in  that  county.  In  1926  I  did  not  care 
to  run  again,  but  was  nominated  by  both  the  Democrats  and  the 
Republicans  and  took  a  third  term  without  opposition. 

During  my  services  as  County  Judge,  which  in  Illinois  has  wide 
jurisdiction  over  civil  and  criminal  cases  and  exclusive  power  over 
all  probate  matters,  I  went  frequently  into  other  nearby  counties 
to  hold  court.  I  also  sat  for  several  weeks  each  year  in  the  Probate, 
County,  and  Municipal  courts  in  Chicago,  in  order  to  gain  wider 
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trial  experience.  On  these  occasions  I  usually  took  my  wife  and 
sons  with  me  so  they  could  enjoy  the  parks,  beaches  and  other  enter¬ 
tainment  there.  In  1923  I  was  elected  president  of  the  Illinois 
County  and  Probate  Judges  Association  of  one  hundred  ten  members. 

Two  of  our  sons,  Wallace  Watson  and  Warren  Denton,  were 
born  while  we  resided  in  Hamilton,  in  1915  and  1917,  respectively. 
In  December,  1918,  we  moved  to  Carthage  and  were  living  there 
when  our  third  son,  William  Eugene,  was  born,  in  1926. 

^Vhile  serving  as  County  Judge  I  presided  over  one  of  the  most 
important  trials  ever  held  in  Hancock  County.  It  concerned  assess¬ 
ment  proceedings  in  the  Lima  and  Hunt  drainage  districts,  involving 
thousands  of  acres  of  rich  bottom  land  along  the  Mississippi  River 
from  Warsaw  south  almost  to  Quincy.  The  trial  lasted  for  ten  weeks 
— a  record. 

In  April,  1928,  Justice  Floyd  Thompson,  whom  I  had  helped  to 
elect,  resigned  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  to  run  for  Gov¬ 
ernor.  Several  of  my  lawyer  friends  suggested  that  I  become  a 
candidate  for  the  unexpired  two  years  of  his  term.  I  decided  to 
make  the  race  and  was  opposed  by  a  Monmouth  lawyer,  Loren  E. 
Murphy.  The  convention  was  held  in  June,  1928,  at  Quincy.  I  had 
the  advantage  of  living  in  or  near  the  counties  having  the  largest 
number  of  Democratic  votes,  and  was  nominated  unanimously  on 
the  first  roll  call.  The  district  contained  fourteen  counties  extending 
from  Rock  Island  on  the  north  to  Morgan  County  on  the  south.  My 
defeat  was  forecast  when  the  Republican  Attorney  General  of  Illinois, 
shortly  before  election,  ruled  that  the  names  of  Supreme  Court  candi¬ 
dates  should  be  printed  on  the  regular  presidential  ballot  instead  of 
separate  judicial  ballots.  This  has  never  been  done  before  or  since 
in  Illinois.  The  November  election  turned  out  to  be  a  Republican 
landslide  for  Herbert  Hoover  against  A1  Smith.  Hoover  carried  my 
judicial  district  by  45,000  votes.  I  lost  by  13,000  but  ran  32,000 
votes  ahead  of  the  Democratic  ticket.  This  insured  my  nomination 
for  the  long  term  in  1930.  In  the  1930  Democratic  convention  I 
was  opposed  by  J.  Paul  Califf,  but  again  was  nominated  unanimously 
on  the  first  roll  call.  In  November  of  that  year  I  defeated  the  Re¬ 
publican  incumbent  Paul  Samuel  by  slightly  over  5,000  majority 
for  the  nine  year  term.  With  my  election  the  membership  of  the 
Illinois  Supreme  Court  consisted  of  five  Republicans  and  two 
Democrats. 
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The  year  1933  became  one  of  the  most  significant  years  of  my 
life.  In  Februar)^  of  that  year  I  was  designated  by  Governor  Henry 
Horner  to  personally  represent  him  at  the  inauguration  of  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  in  Washington  about  the  1st  of  March.  My 
wife  Dorothy  accompanied  me,  and  from  Washington  we  went  to 
Miami  and  Havana,  Cuba,  on  a  two  weeks’  vacation  trip.  In  June, 
1933,  I  became  Chief  Justice  of  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court — the 
greatest  honor  that  any  lawyer  in  Illinois  could  have  bestowed  upon 
him.  Soon  afterwards,  I  was  listed  in  “Who’s  Who  in  America.”  In 
July,  1933,  I  was  appointed  by  the  American  Bar  Association  as  one 
of  five  delegates  to  attend  an  international  session  of  judges  and 
advocates  in  Paris,  France.  On  this  trip  abroad  my  two  oldest  sons, 
Wallace  and  Warren  accompanied  me.  We  made  a  circle  tour  of 
Europe  during  our  month’s  stay.  In  the  same  year  I  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Crane  Lake  hunting  club  near  the  Illinois  River  at  Bath,  and 
for  twenty  years  thereafter  I  enjoyed  some  of  the  finest  duck  shooting 
to  be  found  anywhere  in  America.  In  October,  1933,  I  was  voted 
into  National  membership  of  Phi  Delta  Phi,  honorary  legal  fraternity 
and  in  the  same  month  became  Chairman  of  the  State  Committee  to 
revise  the  Practice  and  Procedure  of  Law  in  Illinois. 

Mv  services  on  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  were  delightful 
and  most  beneficial  to  me  as  a  lawyer.  It  was  like  a  training  school 
where  thousands  of  disputed  and  important  legal  problems  were 
presented  for  solution  every  year.  I  wrote  approximately  300  opinions 
which  appear  in  volumes  440  to  476  in  the  Illinois  Reports.  They 
cover  questions  in  practically  ev'ery  legal  field.  It  was  always  my 
aim  to  write  short  opinions  easy  to  read  and  understand.  To  that 
end  I  sometimes  rewrote  an  opinion  as  many  as  five  times  before 
submitting  it  to  the  printer  for  distribution  among  the  other  Justices. 
While  on  the  court  I  delivered  many  addresses  throughout  the  state. 
I  also  had  the  unusual  privilege  as  Chief  Justice,  of  administering 
the  oath  of  admission  into  the  practice  of  law  in  Illinois  to  my  son, 
Wallace  Watson  Orr,  April  17,  1938. 

To  secure  the  benefits  offered  by  living  in  a  larger  city,  our 
family  moved  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  in  June,  1934.  We  deeply 
regretted  leaving  our  many  friends  in  Carthage,  but  have  kept  con¬ 
tact  with  many  of  them  through  the  following  years.  Before  leaving 
there  our  family  was  given  a  most  affectionate  farewell  dinner  at 
the  Ma.sonic  Temple,  attended  by  two  hundred  fifty  friends — an 
event  we  will  never  forget. 
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After  moving  to  Rock  Island,  I  donated  much  of  my  spare  time 
toward  securing  different  civic  improvements.  For  twenty  years  Rock 
Island  had  been  trying  in  vain  to  get  a  State  Armory  Building  to 
house  units  of  National  Guard  and  Naval  Reserves.  Public  funds 
were  then  being  offered  by  the  Public  Works  Administration  where 
great  need  could  be  shown  for  such  improvements,  especially  those 
requiring  large  numbers  of  workmen  to  be  employed.  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  head  of  a  special  committee  by  the  Rock  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  help  secure  (a)  a  new  Million  Dollar  High  School; 
(b)  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  for  an  Armor\';  and  (c) 
o\er  One  Million  Dollars  for  seven  different  improvements  desired 
and  needed  at  the  Rock  Island  Arsenal.  In  early  1935  I  made  a  trip 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  accompanied  by  the  president  and  two  other 
members  of  the  school  board,  and  with  plans  for  the  other  projects  in 
my  possession.  I  made  many  additional  trips  to  Washington  to  see 
various  federal  officials  and  in  particular.  Secretary  of  Interior  Ickes, 
whom  I  had  known  for  at  least  ten  years.  Through  these  efforts 
the  new  High  School  and  Armor\'  were  built.  And  later  we  re¬ 
ceived  word  from  Secretar\-  Ickes  that  $361,000  had  been  alloted 
to  the  Arsenal. 

This  last  mentioned  gift  to  the  xArsenal  led  to  an  historical 
outcome  which  could  not  be  foreseen,  but  which  made  both  Ickes 
and  me  very  proud  indeed.  Out  of  the  seven  projects  requested  by 
the  Commanding  Officer,  Col.  Alex  Gillespie,  only  this  one  was 
granted.  It  provided  $361,000  of  P.W.xA.  funds  to  employ  six  hun¬ 
dred  workmen,  then  out  of  jobs  during  the  depression,  to  clean  and 
repair  about  one  and  one-half  million  Springfield  rifles,  some  of 
which  had  been  used  in  World  War  I.  Machinerv  was  devised 
with  which  these  rifles  could  be  cleaned  for  an  average  of  twenty 
cents  each.  Rifles  from  other  arsenals  throughout  the  country'  were 
also  shipped  in  by  the  carload.  When  restored  to  first  class  condition 
the  rifles  were  packed  in  large  boxes  full  of  grease  and  stored  under¬ 
ground.  About  six  years  later  World  War  1 1  saw  the  Germans  on 
the  march  into  Holland,  Belgium  and  France.  The  main  part  of 
the  English  x4rmy  was  trapped  at  Dunkirk  and  started  a  mass  exodus 
by  thousands  of  boats  and  small  craft  to  escape  destruction.  All  of 
their  rifles  and  supplies  were  abandoned  or  destroyed.  The  English 
had  nothing  left  but  pitchforks  and  clubs  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  Germans  if  they  attempted  to  invade  the  British  Isles.  A  plea 
for  help  was  sent  to  this  country,  while  Churchill  made  his  famous 
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fighting  speech  against  invasion.  Within  a  few  hours  after  this 
plea  arrived,  one  and  one-half  million  Springfield  rifles  were  shipped 
in  two  train-loads  from  Rock  Island  to  New  Jersey,  and  there  loaded 
on  destroyers  together  with  thousands  of  tons  of  ammunition.  Within 
a  few  days  the  old  out-moded  Springfield  rifles  which  had  been 
cleaned  and  repaired  without  thought  of  any  such  emergency  helped 
equip  the  English  regulars  and  militia  against  disaster.  In  any  event 
the  Germans  never  tried  to  cross  the  channel. 

Several  months  later,  while  having  lunch  with  Secretary  Ickes, 
I  mentioned  the  chain  of  circumstances  above  related  and  we  con¬ 
gratulated  each  other.  The  story  was  never  given  to  the  press,  but 
was  known  at  the  time  to  many  people  in  Rock  Island. 

In  the  early  part  of  1939  I  decided  not  to  run  for  another 
term  on  the  Supreme  Court.  I  had  then  been  a  Judge  for  nearly 
twenty-one  years  and  decided  to  go  back  to  private  law  practice 
where  I  could  better  provide  for  the  security  of  our  family  in  later 
years.  My  friends  all  over  the  judicial  district,  regardless  of  politics, 
asked  me  to  reconsider  and  remain  on  the  court  for  another  term. 
Governor  Horner  and  all  six  of  my  colleagues  on  the  Supreme  Court 
urged  me  to  remain.  However,  I  had  been  offered  a  partnership  as 
head  of  a  leading  law  firm  in  Chicago  with  a  salary  much  larger 
than  I  had  been  receiving,  and  other  benefits.  The  temptation  to 
accept  this  lucrative  offer  was  too  great  to  be  sidestepped,  for  I 
believed  such  an  opportunity  would  vanish  if  I  remained  on  the 
Court  for  nine  more  years.  So  in  June,  1939,  our  family  moved  to 
Chicago. 

Upon  opening  my  new  Chicago  offices,  July  17,  1939,  I  was 
fairly  swamped  with  new  business.  On  the  first  day  I  received 
three  important  cases  for  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  name 
of  the  new  firm  was  changed  to  Orr,  Sullivan  and  Ricks,  with  offices 
at  122  South  Michigan  Avenue.  Much  new  business  was  brought  in 
through  my  contacts.  However,  lack  of  harmony  and  disagreements 
over  firm  policies,  with  too  much  overhead  expense,  caused  a  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  partnership  at  the  end  of  1940.  I  then  withdrew, 
taking  with  me  my  son,  Wallace  and  another  competent  lawyer, 
Loren  E.  Lewis.  Our  new  offices  were  opened  at  29  S.  LaSalle  Street, 
in  January,  1941,  under  the  firm  name  of  Orr,  Lewis  &  Orr,  and  we 
have  remained  there  to  the  present  time. 

Prior  to  1940  our  family  had  done  its  full  share  of  travelling, 
including  a  three  month  trip  to  Europe  in  1936.  On  our  side  trip  to 
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Scotland  we  found  Orrs  in  different  occupations  in  every  city  and 
village  we  visited. 

In  1935  I  taught  a  summer  course  in  pleading  and  practice  at 
Northwestern  Universitv  School  of  Law. 

While  practicing  law  in  Chicago  during  the  last  fifteen  years, 
I  have  also  interested  myself  in  other  activities.  For  two  years  during 
World  War  II,  1942-1943,  I  served  as  Chairman  of  a  four  hundred 
member  committee  at  Union  League  Club  of  Chicago  known  as 
Fathers  of  Sons  in  Service.”  We  met  every  Thursday  noon  and 
entertained  large  numbers  of  boys  serving  in  different  branches  of 
military  service. 

In  1944,  I  was  chosen  for  one  year  as  President  of  the  Chicago 
Bar  Association  Bowling  League. 

In  1946,  I  helped  organize  a  new  bank  on  Chicago’s  north  side, 
Belmont  National  Bank  and  served  as  its  president  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  for  five  years.  The  bank  has  grown  steadily  from  its  start 
and  now  has  deposits  of  nearly  $17,000,000.  While  I  never  enter¬ 
tained  the  idea  of  giving  up  my  law  practice,  this  banking  experience 
was  new  to  me  and  beneficial  in  manv  wavs. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  me  with  good  health,  a  strong  body,  great 
energy,  many  opportunities,  an  inspiring  family  and  a  desire  to  work. 

My  favorite  axiom  in  life  has  been:  “They  most  live  who  most 
enjoy,  most  love,  and  most  forgive.” 
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CHAPTER  17 


The  Robert  Reed  Wallace  Family 

(INTER-MARRIED  WITH  DENTON 
AND  WHITNEY  FAMILIES) 

TY  NLY  meagre  information  is  available  as  to  the  ancestry  of 

Dorothy  Wallace,  who  married  Warren  H.  Orr  in  1914.  She 
was  the  only  child  of  the  marriage  of  Robert  Reed  Wallace  to  Sarah 
Lizzie  Denton,  which  occurred  March  4,  1890  in  Wythe  Township, 
Hancock  Countv,  Illinois. 

The  Wallace  family  and  name  was  of  Scottish  origin. 

The  first  Wallace  of  whom  we  have  any  record  was  Ruben 
Wallace,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
about  the  year  1786.  The  date  and  place  of  his  death  and  the  name 
of  his  wife  are  all  unknown.  He  is  known  only  to  be  the  father  of 
Washington  Reed  Wallace,  but  whether  he  had  any  other  children 
has  not  been  learned.  He  died  in  Ohio  when  over  100  years  of  age 
and  perhaps  would  have  lived  much  longer  except  that  a  colt  kicked 
him ! 

On  the  paternal  side,  the  great  grandfather  of  Dorothy  Wallace 
Orr  was  Washington  Reed  Wallace  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
New  York  in  1818.  His  occupation  was  brick  maker  and  chief  car¬ 
penter  on  several  boats  operating  on  the  Great  Lakes.  He  married 
Myranda  King  (of  Irish  descent)  near  Macomb,  Illinois,  in  1842. 
At  the  time  of  this  marriage  Myranda  King  was  18  years  of  age.  She 
died  in  1908,  at  the  age  of  82,  while  her  husband,  Washington  Reed 
Wallace,  was  born  in  1818  and  died  in  1907  at  the  age  of  89,  at 
White  City,  Kansas. 

By  the  marriage  above  mentioned  of  Washington  Reed  Wallace, 
one  son,  Francis  Marion  Wallace,  was  born.  May  26,  1844,  at  Ma¬ 
comb,  Illinois.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  in  the 
year  1866  he  married  Susan  Davis,  who  was  then  only  16  years  old 
and  lived  in  Keokuk,  Iowa.  She  was  born  January  6,  1850,  was  of 
English  descent  with  only  a  common  school  education.  She  died  in 
1888  and  was  buried  in  Oakwood  Cemeterv  near  Hamilton,  Illinois. 
Grandfather  Francis  Wallace  was  a  Jack-of-all-trades. 
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On  the  maternal  side  of  the  Wallace  family  we  find  that  John 
King,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  was  born  in  1765  and  died 
in  1855  at  the  age  of  90  years.  He  married  Sarah  Hawkins  about 
1788.  She  died  in  1830.  As  an  issue  of  their  marriage  John  King 
(second)  was  born  in  1790.  He  married  Ann  Sturtevant  (1797- 
1857).  Among  their  children  was  Myranda  King,  the  above- 
mentioned  wife  of  Washington  Reed  Wallace,  and  the  great  grand¬ 
mother  of  Dorothy  Wallace  Orr. 

The  military  record  of  John  King  shows  that  he  assisted  in 
establishing  American  independence,  having  served  in  Captain  John 
Mill’s  Company,  in  Col.  John  Vose’s  first  Massachusetts  Regiment 
from  March,  1782  to  November  18,  1783.  He  was  not  in  any  general 
battle,  but  was  in  “several  skirmishes.” 

Robert  Reed  Wallace,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  large  family  of 
Francis  Marion  Wallace,  was  born  July  2,  1867,  near  Hamilton, 
Illinois,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  only  child  Dorothy  Wallace  Orr, 
on  August  17,  1952,  at  the  age  of  86  years.  He  had  only  a  common 
school  education  and  as  a  young  boy  he  worked  at  any  job  he  could 
find  to  make  his  way.  Before  20  years  of  age,  while  clerking  in  a 
drug  store,  he  helped  establish  what  later  became  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Hamilton,  Illinois,  and  served  as  its  cashier  for  45  years. 
Just  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  the  only  living  charter  member  of  the 
Illinois  Banker’s  Association  which  he  helped  organize.  He  was  a 
devout  32nd  Degree  Mason  and  also  kept  up  his  membership  in  the 
“Blue”  Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Hamilton,  Illinois,  until 
his  death.  He  was  the  principal  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Hamilton  and  suffered  great  hardship  when  that  bank  was 
closed  in  1931  during  the  Hoover  depression.  The  bank  was  in  good 
condition  and  paid  out  over  ninety-eight  percent  to  all  of  its  de¬ 
positors. 

Robert  Reed  Wallace,  in  1932,  was  appointed  the  Federal  Bank 
receiver  for  sixteen  national  banks  in  the  central  and  northern  por¬ 
tions  of  Illinois.  He  completed  all  of  these  adjustments  with  great 
efficiency  and  honor  to  himself.  Out  of  his  savings  he  paid  a  large 
part  of  the  remaining  one  and  one-half  percent  of  deposits  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Hamilton  when  there  was  no  legal  or  moral 
obligation  requiring  him  to  do  so.  After  the  completion  of  his  re¬ 
ceiverships  he  was  again  employed  in  a  bank  in  Chicago  which  had 
been  organized  by  his  son-m-law — the  Belmont  National  Bank.  He 
was  so  employed  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1952. 
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Robert  Reed  Wallace 
1936). 


(1867-1952)  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Wallace  (1866- 
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THE  DENTON  FAMILY 

I.  Abraham  Denton.  The  earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  Denton 
family,  Abraham  Denton,  was  born  about  1775,  reportedly  in 
the  Colony  which  later  became  the  State  of  New  York.  No 
further  information  has  been  gathered  by  us  concerning  his  life, 
marriage  and  death.  The  Dentons,  so  far  as  has  been  learned, 
were  of  French  and  English  extraction. 

II.  Reuben  Denton,  son  of  Abraham  Denton,  was  born  January  2, 
1801,  in  Kentucky.  In  October,  1827,  he  married  Jane  Perkins 
— born  October  27,  1811.  They  were  married  in  Kentucky. 
By  their  marriage  three  sons  were  born;  Abraham,  Edmund 
and  Oliver.  The  last  named  son  died  when  about  30  years  of 
age  leaving  a  wife  and  two  small  children.  Reuben  Denton 
died  about  1835,  whereupon  his  young  widow — then  only  about 
twenty-four — married  a  Methodist  preacher  named  Wilson. 
Nothing  further  is  known  of  her  life.  Her  oldest  son,  Abraham, 
became  a  doctor,  but  little  is  known  of  his  life.  He  is  knowm  to 
have  had  at  least  one  son  Rufus,  who  was  born  about  1850. 
Rufus  in  turn  had  several  children  whose  names  are  not  known. 
He  was  the  grandfather  of  Rufus  D.  Denton  of  Carthage, 
Illinois,  who  married  Margaret  Clark,  daughter  of  a  prominent 
pioneer  family  of  Hancock  County,  Illinois.  By  this  union  three 
children  were  born :  Clark  Denton,  Harriet  Denton,  and  Charles 
Edward  Denton  (born  around  1916). 

HI.  Edmund  Parker  Denton,  second  son  of  Reuben  Denton,  was 
born  on  a  farm  near  Hillsboro,  Kentucky,  April  2,  1832.  He 
was  a  Universalist  in  religious  belief.  On  December  15,  1853, 
he  married  Jemima  Ellen  Whitney,  born  December  29,  1835. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Whitney.  Four  months  after 
their  marriage,  in  March  1854,  the  couple  left  Kentucky  in 
search  of  a  new  home  farther  north  as  they  were  abolitionists 
and  wanted  to  leave  the  slave  owning  state  of  Kentuckv.  Thev 
went  first  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  then  to  Cincinnati  where  they 
took  a  steamboat  down  the  Ohio  River  to  Cairo,  thence  up  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Quincy,  Illinois.  They  bought  a  farm  north 
of  Quincy  in  Wythe  Township  near  Hamilton,  Illinois  and 
there  established  their  permanent  home.  There  they  raised  their 
family  of  eight  children. 
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la.  Charles  Allen — born  September  25,  1854;  died  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1932;  married  Emma  Baldwin — October  1,  1878 
— Basco,  Illinois. 

Children : 

lb.  Wesley — born  August  21,  1879. 

2b.  Waldo — born  June  16,  1885.  Now  deceased. 

3b.  Meda — born  February  17,  1891. 

4b.  Doris — born  March  2,  1900. 

2a.  Julana  Jane — born  December  24,  1856;  died — March 
25,  1925;  married — Charles  David  Cole — February  16, 
1882. 

Children : 

lb.  Edna  Ellen  Cole — born  February  28,  1883. 

2b.  V/ alter  D.  Cole — March  12,  1884 — deceased. 

3b.  Ethel  Genevia  Cole — February  14,  1886. 

3a.  Margaret  Blanche — born  June  28,  1859;  died  March 
27,  1940;  married  John  T.  Guy,  January  23,  1900;  no 
children. 

4a.  Henry  Kent — born  December  7,  1861;  died  May  17, 
1935;  married  Mary  Jane  Young — November  17,  188/. 
Children : 

lb.  Orion  Kent — born  February  9,  1892. 

2b.  Hershel  Palmer — June  22,  1896. 

5a.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Denton — born  April  25,  1866;  died 
June  10,  1936;  married  Robert  Reed  Wallace — March 
4,  1890. 

Children : 

lb.  Dorothy  Wallace — born — March  23,  1896. 

6a.  Edmund  Grant  Denton — born  February  21,  1869;  died 
June  21,  1938;  married  Lydia  Hardy,  now  deceased. 
Children : 

lb.  Neta  Denton — born  March  13,  1896. 

2b.  Pearl  Denton — born  April  12,  1898. 

7a.  Albert  Colfax  Denton — born  July  4,  1872;  died  June  12, 
1943;  married  Helen  Brehm,  June  7,  1900,  Warsaw, 
Illinois. 
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Children : 

la.  Alberta  Denton — born  x\pril  18,  1904 — married 
Gordon  F.  Kamerer  June  2,  1926. 

Children : 

lb.  Shirlev  x4nn  Kamerer — born  Mav  15, 
1934 — married  Daniel  Joseph  Laymon. 
Children: 

Ic.  Daniel  Gordon  Lavmon. 

Shirley  Ann  Kamerer  divorced  Daniel 
Joseph  Laymon  and  married  William 
Randolph  Hoelscher  in  1954. 

2b.  Karel  Kamerer — born  Mav  15,  1934. 
(“K.  K.”  is  not  married  at  this  writing.) 

lb.  Dorothy  Denton — born  March  24,  1917 — mar¬ 
ried  Max  Edgar  Masters  on  October  17,  1936. 
Children : 

lb.  Phillip  Baumer  Masters — born  Februarv 
17,  1938. 

8a.  Jemima  Ellen — born  June  5,  1877;  married  Harry  B. 

Rentschler,  October  23,  1903.  No  children. 

IV.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Denton  Wallace  (1866-1936),  fifth  child  of 
Edmund  P.  Denton,  was  born  at  the  family  home  in  Wythe 
Township,  South  of  Hamilton,  Illinois.  There  she  was  married 
to  Robert  Reed  Wallace  on  March  4,  1890.  Thev  established 
their  home  immediately  in  Hamilton,  Illinois.  Here  their  one 
child,  Dorothy,  was  born  on  March  23,  1896. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Denton  was  always  known  to  her  friends 
as  Lizzie  D.  Wallace.  While  she  was  essentiallv  a  homemaker, 
she  was  active  in  social  and  charitable  projects.  She  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church  although  they 
donated  equally  and  freely  to  the  three  churches  in  Hamilton. 
She  died  of  a  malignancy  June  10,  1936  in  Joliet,  Illinois.  She 
and  her  husband  are  both  buried  in  Oakwood  Cemeterv,  Hamil- 
ton,  Illinois. 

V.  Dorothy  Wallace  was  born  March  23,  1896  in  Hamilton,  Illi¬ 
nois,  only  child  of  Lizzie  Denton  and  Robert  R.  Wallace.  xMter 
graduating  from  Hamilton  High  School,  she  attended  Belmont 
College,  Nashville,  Tennessee  and  the  Universitv  of  Illinois. 
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On  September  10,  1914,  she  married  Warren  H.  Orr  of  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Illinois.  Three  sons  were  born  to  this  young  couple: 

A.  Wallace  Watson  Orr — June  13,  1915 

B.  Warren  Denton  Orr — May  17,  1917 

C.  William  Eugene  Orr — October  8,  1926 

WHITNEY 

On  the  maternal  side,  Jemima  Ellen  Whitney,  born  De¬ 
cember  29,  1835  (died  July  10,  1889)  was  the  wife  of  Edmund 
Parker  Denton.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Whitney  and 
Julana  Freeman.  Elijah  Whitney  was  related  to  the  Eli  Whit¬ 
ney,  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin,  but  whether  a  son  or  a  nephew 
is  not  definitely  known. 

Jemima  Ellen  Whitney  Denton  had  a  sister  Elizabeth  Free¬ 
man  Whitney — married  1867  to  Michael  Carmody.  Their 
daughter,  Lottie  Julana  Carmody,  married  William  Benjamin 
Miller  in  1888.  Their  daughter,  Willie  May  Miller  (12-31- 
1895)  married  Richey  J.  Baird,  November  27,  1912.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  son  William  Henry  Baird  (8-3-1914). 
On  June  1944,  William  (Bill)  Baird  married  June  Emmert. 
They  had  two  children,  William  Emmert  Baird  (3-5-46)  and 
Elizabeth  Whitney  Baird  (2-21-49).  This  marriage  ended  in 
divorce  in  1950.  On  November  13,  1953,  William  Henry  Baird 
married  Louise  Chevat. 

In  passing  the  record  of  the  Whitney  family,  an  interesting 
item  has  come  to  light.  Elijah  Whitney,  only  son  of  the  family, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  wounded  in  a  battle, 
with  the  British,  in  New  York  State  and  carried  from  the  battle¬ 
field  by  his  father,  Elijah,  who  lived  nearby.  The  son  recovered, 
married  Julana  Freeman  and  moved  to  Kentucky  where  they 
raised  a  family  of  five  girls  and  one  son.  They  afterward  moved 
to  Independence,  Missouri,  where  Elijah  died  of  old  age.  The 
children  were  Sarah;  Jemima,  grandmother  of  Dorothy  W. 
Orr;  Mary  Julana;  Elizabeth,  grandmother  of  Willie  May 
Baird;  and  John  Kimball  Whitney.  The  first  Elijah,  who  car¬ 
ried  his  son  from  the  battlefield,  was  married  to  a  Kimball 
from  the  family  who  manufactured  Kimball  pianos. 


CHAPTER  18 


Three  Sons  of  Warren  H.  Orr  and 
Dorothy  Wallace  Orr 

WALLACE  WATSON  ORR 
WARREN  DENTON  ORR 
WILLIAM  EUGENE  ORR 


^UR  three  sons  above  named  comprise  the  eighth  generation  in 
the  extension  of  the  Orr  genealogy. 

It  is  too  early  to  write  of  their  respective  lives  and  services,  but 
condensed  data  concerning  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  heirship  tables 
under  the  heading  THE  ORR  FAMILY  TREE,  following. 
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William  E.  Orr 


CHAPTER  19 


Our  Five  Grandchildren 

^HE  ninth  generation  of  Orrs,  in  my  branch  of  the  family,  con¬ 
sists  of  fi\'e  grandchildren  and  any  others  who  may  be  born. 
They  are  presently  as  follows: 

Jan  Stedman  Orr 
Martha  Wallace  Orr 

Children  of  Wallace  W.  and  Frances  S.  Orr 

James  Wallace  Orr 
Robert  Hamilton  Orr 

Children  of  W  arren  D.  and  Helen  Angle  Orr 
Catherine  Louise  Orr 

Daughter  of  ^Villiam  E.  and  Charlene  Orr 

Their  names  are  all  listed  in  the  tabulated  schedule,  with  dates, 
shown  under  the  heading — THE  ORR  FAMILY  TREE — which 
follows. 


THE  ORR 
FAMILY  TREE 


'  * 

♦ 

^  V 


V‘k.4 


J 


V'<' 


I 

Ik 


-■  V 


The  Orr  Family  Tree 


127 


Thomas  Grover  Orr  was  born  May  9,  1884,  on  a  farm  near  Carrolton, 
Missouri;  son  of  Thomas  Albert  and  Mildred  Jane  (Cook)  Orr;  educated  at  the 
University  of  Missouri,  A.B.  1907;  Johns  Hopkins,  M.D.  1910.  On  December 
22,  1913,  he  married  Irene  Helen  Harris;  son — Dr.  Thomas  G.  Orr,  Jr.  Dr. 
Orr  began  his  career  as  Surgeon  in  1910.  He  served  as  Instructor,  Associate 
Professor  of  Surgery  at  the  University  of  Kansas  from  1915  to  1924,  and  Pro- 
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fessor  of  Surgery  and  Head  of  Department  and  Surgeon-in-Chief,  from  1924  to 
1949.  He  served  as  President  of  the  Medical  School  Foundation  of  University 
of  Missouri,  and  as  Foundation  Member  of  American  Board  of  Surgery.  He  is 
a  member  of  American  Surgical  Association  (Past  President) ;  American  Med¬ 
ical  Association;  American  College  of  Surgeons  (Governor);  Societe  Interna¬ 
tionale  de  Chirurgie;  Western  Surgical  Association  (Past  President) ;  Society  of 
University  Surgeons;  Central  Surgical  Association;  American  Association  of 
History  of  Medicine;  Southwestern  Surgical  Congress  (Past  President) ;  Hon¬ 
orary  member  of  Chicago  Surgical  Society;  and  Southeastern  Surgical  Congress. 
Editor  of  “The  American  Surgeon”.  Member  of  Editorial  Board  of  “Surgery”, 
“Quarterly  Review  of  Surgery”,  and  “International  Record  of  Medicine  and 
General  Practice  Clinics”.  Beta  Theta  Pi,  Nu  Sigma  Nu,  Phi  Mu  Alpha, 
Sigma  Xi  and  Alpha  Omega  Alpha.  Publications:  Modern  Methods  of  Ampu¬ 
tation,  1926;  Operations  of  General  Surgery,  1944 — New  Edition,  1949;  over 
200  articles  published  in  various  journals.  During  the  first  World  War  he  served 
as  Xlajor  in  Medical  Corps  of  U.  S.  Army.  Listed  in  Who’s  Who  in  America, 
]\  ho’s  Who  in  American  Medicine,  Who’s  Who  in  the  Midwest  and  American 
Men  of  Science.  Since  1949  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Chief  of  Second  Surgical 
Division,  University  of  Kansas. 
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dhicf  Juslicc  Warreji  II.  Orr  with  other  Members  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  Illinois —  1934. 
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Akers  Chapel,  and  Cemetery,  located  about  half  way  between  Kinderhook 
and  Hull.  Four  generations  of  Orrs  lie  buried  in  Cemetery  there. 


Tombstone  marking  the  graves  of  Thomas  Orr  (1793-1873)  and  Elizabeth 
Orr  (1797 -1877 )  in  Akers  Chapel  Cemetery. 
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Tombstone  marking  graves  of  Henry  Orr  (1816-1909)  and  Ann  Orr  (1823- 
1907)  in  Akers  Chapel  Cemetery. 


Tombstone  marking  graves  of  James  Henry  Orr  (1847-1933),  Louisa  E. 
Orr  (1852-1920)  and  Minnie  E.  Orr  ( 1877 -1930 )  buried  in  Oakwood  Cemetery, 
Hamilton,  Illinois. 
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I.  JOHN  ORR 

County  Donegal,  Ulster,  North  Ireland 
Born  about  1700 
Name  of  Wife  Unknown 

Children : 

NOTE — WILLIAM  ORR,  twin  brother  of  John  Orr,  had  children 
named  William,  Patrick  (died  1755)  and  Daniel  by  first  mar¬ 
riage,  and  Nathaniel  and  John  by  second  marriage.  See  Chapter 
4  for  further  information. 

la  JOHN  ORR 

II.  2a  ARTHUR  ORR  (the  Elder) 


Born  about  1727 

Died  1807 


Wife — Unknown 

Children:  3  daughters  names  unknown 

HI.  lb  ARTHUR  ORR,  Jr. 

Lancaster,  Pa. 

Born . 1753 

Died . 1814 

Married  1773 

Married  to  ANN  SCOTT 

Born . 1857 

Died . 1807 

Children : 

Ic  JAMES  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born . 1774 

Married  9/2/1796 

Married  to  JANE  SNODGRASS 

Children : 

Id  ARTHUR  ORR 

Married  10/24/1823 

Married  to  JANE  HOPE 

2d  JAMES  ORR 

Died  before  manhood 
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3d  ARCHIBALD  ORR 
Born  1799 

Died  1852 

Married  3/8/1820 

Married  to  MARY  HOPE 

2c  ARTHUR  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  1776 

Married  1800 

Married  to  JANE  CAMPBELL 

3c  JOHN  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  ^ . 1777 

Died 

Married  11/28/1799 

Married  to  MARY  AIKEN 

Children : 

Id  JOHN  ORR 

Born  1800 

Died 

Married  9/26/1816 

Married  to  POLLY  VARNUM 

Children :  ' 

le  JAMES  ORR 

Born  1817 

Married  4/18/1837 

Married  to  ELIZA  McSPADDEN 

2e  JOHN  ORR 
Born 

Married  9/26/1839 

Married  to  ELIZA  ANN  HUTTON 

3e  NANCY  ORR 
No  record 

4e  ISAAC  NEWTON  ORR 
Married  1838 

Married  to  SARAH  POOL 
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Children : 

Several,  one  of  whom  was: 

If  JAMES  A.  ORR 

Born  10/26/1840 

Died  3/1/1906 

Married 

Married  to  MARTHA  CAMPBELL 

COOK 

Born  2/23/1844 

Died . 1925 

Children : 

Ig  JOHN  ORR 
2g  JAMES  FRANKLIN  ORR 
3g  MARY  VIRGINIA  ORR  (“Jenny” 
Norris) 

4g  THOMAS  ORR 
5g  STEWARD  H.  ORR 
6g  NANCY  JOSEPHINE  ORR 
7g  MARTHA  L.  ORR  (Mattie  Orr 
Lester) 

8g  SAMUEL  OLIN  ORR 
9g  WILLIAM  MORRISS  ORR 
lOg  WALTER  PERKINS  ORR 
llg  ROBERT  LEE  ORR 
4c  SARAH  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  1779 

Married  . 4/30/1797 

Married  to  JOHN  STUART 
5c  JANE  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  1781 

Married  8/27/1799 

Married  to  SAMUEL  SCOTT 

6c  ANN  ORR 

York  County,  Pa. 

Born  '  1783 

Married  12/17/1800 

Married  to  JAMES  McOUOWN 


138 


Nine  Generations  of  Orrs 


7c  MARGARET  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born . 1785 

Married  9/26/1803 

Married  to . WILLIAM  EAKIN 

8c  PATRICK  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  1788 

Married  12/19/1811 

Married  to  BETSY  BRECKENRIDGE 

9c  POLLY  ORR 
York  County,  Pa. 

Born  1791 

Died . 1826 

Not  married 

10c  WILLIAM  ORR 
Born  1792 

No  record  of  marriage 

IV.  11c  THOMAS  ORR 
Abingdon,  Va. 

Born  2/4/1793 

Died . 2/5/1873 

Married  10/26/1815 

Married  to  ELIZABETH  JONES 

Children : 

Id  HENRY  ORR 

(NOTE:  See  list  of  Henry  Orr  descendants 
immediately  after  Nancy  Orr) 

2d  DRUCILLA  ORR 
Born  1818 

Died . 11/22/1907 

Married  to  DAVID  J.  WIKE 

3d  JULIA  ORR 

Born  4/28/1824 

Died . 12/16/1912 

Married  5/1844 

Married  to  DR.  ALFORD  PETIT 
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Children: 

le  GERTRUDE  PETIT 

2e  ROSOLVA  PETIT 

Married  VIRA - 

Children : 

If  ANNIE  PETIT  (HAMPSHIRE) 

2f  BERTHA  PETIT  (LYONS) 

4d  ELIZA  ORR 

Married  to  CHARLES  HAMILTON 

5d  THOMAS  OWEN  ORR 
Born  9/29/1830 

Married  7/17/1852 

Married  to  EVALINE  SHORT 

6d  PATRICK  ORR 

Born  10/22/1833 

Died  . 9/25/1914 

Married  to  SARAH  EVANS 

7d  JOSEPH  ORR  ) 

Born  .  12/30/1836  ) 

Married  to  EMMA  WAGY  ) 

)  TWINS 

8d  DANIEL  ORR  ) 

Born . 12/30/1836  ) 

Married  to  MARGARET  HAZELWOOD 
2nd  Marriage  ROWENA  LYON 

9d  BETTY  ORR 

Married  to  JOHN  BLACKWELL 

12c  JOSEPH  ORR 
Abingdon,  Va. 

Born  . 1795 

Married  10/9/1817 

Married  to  ELIZABETH  WHITE 

13c  NANCY  ORR 
Abingdon,  Va. 

Born  1797 

Married  2/25/1818 

Married  to  JAMES  KINCANNON 
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V.  Id  HENRY  ORR 

Born . 7/16/1816 

Died . 6/29/1909 

Married . 1 1  /26/1840 

Married  to . ANN  HULL 


Born  9/30/1823 

Died . 4/24/1907 

Children : 


le  WILLIAM  JONES  ORR 

Born . 12/3/1841 

Died . 9/11/1844 

2e  THOMAS  ALBERT  ORR 

Born . 8/27/1843 

Died . 1/6/1928 

Married . 12/12/1865 

Married  to  MILDRED  JANE  COOK 

Born . 12/16/1844 

Died . 1/1/1932 

Children : 

If  ANNIE  BELL  ORR 


Born  10/16/1866 

Died . 3/5/1953 


Married  1/30/1891 

Married  to  HARRY  C.  PERRY 

Children : 

Ig  HELEN  MILDRED  PERRY 


Tina,  Mo. 

Born  12/18/1891 

Married  6/18/1914 

Married  to  G.  BEN  FORREST 


Children : 

Ih  JACK  ORR  FORREST 
Bogard,  Mo. 

Born  7/5/1916 

Married  to  HELEN 

Children ; 

li  Bennie  Sue  Forrest 

Born  6/18/1951 
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2g  SILAS  ALBERT  PEPvRY 

1004  S.  1st  St.,  Alhambra,  Calif. 

Born  4/4/1892 

Married  1/26/1920 

Married  to  Edith  Amanda  Busbv 

3g  RALPH  LOGAN  PERRY 

ms.  Center  St.,  Shenandoah,  la. 
Born  1 /1 3/ 1895 

4g  KATHRYN  JANE  PERRY 

426  W.  69th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Born  . 12/12/1900  ^ 

2f  AMY  GERTRUDE  ORR 

305  N.  Monroe  St.,  Carrollton,  Mo. 

Born  2/11 /I 868 

Married  12/4/1899 

Married  to  JOSEPH  C.  MILLER 

Children : 

Ig  MABEL  MAURINE  MILLER 
5710  Enright,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Born  3/11/1892 

Married  5/4/1914 

Married  to  FPvED  H.  CURTIS 

Deceased 

Second  Marriage  GEORGE 

SEIFIETH 

Children  of  First  Marriage: 

Ih  FREDERICK  HENRY  CURTIS 
960  Harrison,  Florissant,  Mo. 

Born  4/4/1915 

Married  9/3/1938 

Married  to  Bettv  Marie  Mathews 

Children : 

li  Patricia  Maureen  Curtis 
Born  7/9/1939 

2i  David  Charles  Curtis 
Born  9/27/1945 
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2h  TEDDY  MILLER  CURTIS 
8603  Beauregard  Dr.,  Dallas,  Tex. 

Born . 3/1 1  /1919 

Married . 11/7/1 942 

Married  to  Marcella  Hanlon 

Children : 

li  Teresa  Maureen  Curtis 
Born  11/7 /1949 

3h  CHARLES  CORNELL  CURTIS 
9419  Liberty,  Overland  14,  Mo. 
Born  4/17/1923 

Married  12/23/1943 

Married  to  MILDRED  LU¬ 

CILLE  SELLERS 

Children : 

li  Lred  Miller  Curtis 

Born  6/11 / 1945 

2i  Linda  Lucille  Curtis 

Born  8/26/1948 

2g  CHARLES  LOUIS  MILLER 
R.F.D.  4,  Carrollton,  Mo. 

Born  9/15/1894 

Died . 6/14/1952 

M  arried  2/12/1916 

Married  to  ELEANOR  BECKETT 

Children : 

Ih  HELEN  MARGUERITE 
MILLER 

4822  Benson,  Merriam,  Kansas 
Born  2/12/1916 

Married  8/17  / 1949 

Married  to  WILLIAM 

STODDARD 

Children : 

li  Randi  Kathryn  Stoddard 
Born  1/31/1951 
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2h  GENE  LOUIS  MILLER 
Born  3/3/1919 

3h  CHARLES  LEE  MILLER 
Born  12/12/1920 

Died  1/6/1949 

Married  4/16/1 948 

Married  to  NONA  BERNING 

3g  ANNA  MARY  MILLER 

110  S.  Ely  Street,  Carrollton,  Mo. 
Carrollton,  Mo. 

Born  2/17/1897 

Married  11/13/1926 

Married  to  JOHN  E.  MERRELL 

Children : 

Ih  J.  C.  MERRELL 
Knob  Knoster,  Mo. 

Born . 1/18/1928 

Married  6/5/1951 

Married  to  FRANCES 

KELSEY 

Children : 

li  Kristie  Elizabeth  Merrell 
Born  6/2/1946 

2h  JOHN  PAUL  MERRELL 
Born  11/13/1931 

4g  JOE  H.  MILLER 
Carrollton,  Mo. 

Born  2/8/1900 

Married  6/24/1931 

Married  to  RUTH  B.  EARP 

5g  CATHERINE  LUCILLE  MILLER 
305  N.  Monroe  St.,  Carrollton,  Mo. 
Carrollton,  Mo. 

Born  10/18/1900 

Married  4/4/1926 

Married  to  F.  A.  MAGEE 
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Children : 

Ih  JO  ANN  MAGEE 

1026  S.  Kentwood,  Springfield, 

Mo. 

Born  8/19/1927 

Married  9/23/1950 

Married  to  LEWIS  ANDREW 

HARRISON 

Children : 

1  i  Constance  Harrison 
Born  9/7/1951 

2h  STANTON  MILLER  MAGEE 
Born  4/5/1932 

3f  MARTHA  ORR 

Born  2/3/1874 

Died  1/30/1952 

Married  2/18/1892 

Married  to  B.  F.  FISHER 

Ghildren : 

Ig  ADRIENNE  GERTRUDE  FISHER 
10555  Lake  Dr.,  Fairmount  Station, 
Kansas  Gity,  Mo. 

Born  9/19/1893 

Married  9/19/1918 

Married  to  A.  R.  GRIFFITH 

Children : 

Ih  RICHARD  FISHER  GRIFFITH 
Born  12/24/1919 

Married  4/7/1945 

Married  to  LOIS  OSBORNE 

Ghildren : 

li  Karen  Ann  Griffith 

Born  11/24/1946 

2i  Craig  Osborne  Griffith 
Born  6/15/1949 
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2g  NORVAL  ORR  FISHER 

621  Lake  Drive,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Born  3/12/1898 

Married  11/26/1925 

Married  to  HELEN  ROSE 

Children : 

Ih  JERALD  EDWIN  FISHER 
3208  Santa  Fe  Road, 
Independence,  Mo. 

Born  8/11/1926  ' 

Married  12/6/1944 
Married  to  CHARLENE 

HAYES 

Children : 

li  Jerr\’  Lee  Fisher 

Born . 5/2/1947 

2i  Richard  Fisher 

Born  10/5/1949 

3g  ARCHIE  JACOB  FISHER 

810  Lake  Drive,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Born 8/3/1900 

4g  THELMA  MAE  FISHER 
Holden,  Mo. 

Born  10/3/1903 

Married  8/8/1938 

Married  to  WILLIAM  H. 

COLEMAN 

4f  CATHERINE  ORR 

Born  9/7/1875 

Died  .  3/29/1899 

Married  7/10/1894 

Married  to  SAMUEL  F. 

LOWRANCE 

Children : 

Ig  MILDRED  FRANCES  LO^VRANCI- 
4345  Gray  wood  Ave., 

Long  Beach  8,  Calif. 
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Born  10/2/1895 

Married  2/14/1920 

Married  to  PETER  WILBURN 

McCURRY 

Divorced . 1 1  /20/1935 

Second  Marriage  4/3/1938 
Married  to  HARRY  ROWAN 

Children  of  First  Marriage: 

Ih  KATHRYN  LETTY  McCURRY 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Born  10/24/1920 

Married  6/1/1940 

Married  to  GEORGE 

GRANSICK 

Children : 

li  Donna  Lee  Gransick 

Born  1/24/1952 

2g  HARRY  ORR  LOWRANCE 

Born . 7/11/1897 

Died . 6/4/1949 

5f  CLARA  ALICE  ORR 

Born . 6/13/1882 

Died . 11/1/1927 

6f  THOMAS  GROVER  ORR 

5930  Mission  Drive,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Born . 5/9/1884 

Married  12/22/1913 

Married  to  IRENE  HELEN  HARRIS 


Children : 

Ig  THOMAS  GROVER  ORR,  JR. 
5616  Fairway  Rd.,  Kansas  Gity,  Mo. 
Born  6/24/1916 

Married  6/24/1944 

Married  to  JEAN  DeVORE 

ROBERTSON 
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Children : 

Ih  THOMAS  GROVER  ) 

ORR,  III  ) 

5616  Fairway  Rd.,  ) 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  ) 

Born . 3/24/1949  ) 

)  TWINS 

2h  CORLETT  MARION) 

ORR  ) 

5616  Fairway  Rd.,  ) 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  ) 

Born  3/24/1949  ) 

7f  CHARLES  HENRY  ORR 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  3/9/1887 

Married  1  /30/1909 

Married  to  PEARL  PRICE 

3e  MARY  ELIZABETH  ORR 
Born  11/18/1845 

Died . 2/21/1930 

Married  10/10/1865 

Married  to  JAMES  BOND 


Born  6/22/1839 

Died  6/15/1914 

Children : 


If  MINNIE  MAY  BOND 


Born . 9/11/1866 

Died  11/17/1866 

2f  GEORGE  ALBERT  BOND 

Born . 7/21/1868 

Died . 1/1949 

Married . 7/7/1897 

Married  to  EMMA  J.  ANTONI 

3f  MYRTA  ELLA  BOND 

Born  . 3/4/1870 

Died .  8/29/1946 

Married  9/17/1890 

Married  to  WILLIAM  H.  NERLICH 

Died  .6/1936 
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4f  NETTIE  ANN  BOND 
Born  12/17/1872 

Died  10/27/1887 

5f  MARY  MATILDA  BOND 

2731  N.W.  13th,  Okla.  City  7,  Okla. 

Born  9/23/1879 

Married  6/5/1900 

Married  to  HERBERT  ROY 

WEEKLY 

Died  12/7/1950 

Children : 

Ig  HERBERT  BOND  WEEKLY 
Van  Nuys,  Calif. 

Born  5/23/1901 

Married  4/4/1922 

Married  to  ELTON 

SERIMSHIRE 
2nd  Marriage  4/4/1948 

Married  to  ETHEL  JOHNSON 

Children  of  First  Marriage: 

Ih  HERBERT  S.  WEEKLY 
Lawrence,  Kansas 
Born  1/22/1923 

Married 

Children : 

1  i  Lon  W eekly 
li  Jon  Weekly 

2h  WILLIS  BOB  WEEKLY 
Las  Alamos,  N.  M. 

Born  1/22/1926 

3h  EARL  LEROY  WEEKLY 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  9/13/1927 

Married 

Children : 

li  Linda  Renee  Weekly 
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4h  SARA  LOIS  WEEKLY 
Junction  City,  Kansas 
Born  4/8/1930 

Married  to  - NORD 

Children : 

li  Peggy  Ann  Nord 
Born 

2i  Michael  Nord 
Born 

5h  JON  LESLIE  WEEKLY 
Lawrence,  Kansas 
Born  1/21/1933 

2g  MYRTA  LOIS  WEEKLY 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  ^ 7/30/ 1904 

Married  5/19/1929 

Married  to  SKEEN  W.  WILSON 

Died  4/24/1949 

Children : 

Ih  JANET  CLAIR  WILSON 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  '9/22/1934 

2h  STEPHEN  HERBERT  WILSON 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  '  1/28/1939 

3h  JOE  SKEEN  WILSON 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  '  12/3/1941 

3g  ROBERT  JAMES  WEEKLY 
Born  10/10/1907 

Died  11/5/1912 

4g  EMMA  LEONE  WEEKLY 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Born  9/8/1909 
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5g  GEORGE  WILBUR  WEEKLY 


Born  1/28/1913 

Died  6/-20/1916 


VI.  4e  JAMES  HENRY  ORR 
Born  8/2/1847 

Died . 10/25/1933 

Married  2/27/1873 

Married  to  LOUISA  EM  ALINE 

WATSON 


Born  11/26/1852 

Died  11/24/1920 

Children ; 


If  MINNIE  ELIZABETH  ORR 
Born  11/19/1877 

Died  10/19/1930 

2f  OLIVE  ORR 

1737  No.  Whitley  Ave.,  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Born . 2/11/1879 

Married  6/24/1908 

Married  to  HENRY  BRUGEN- 

SCHMIDT 

Died  1/26/1913 

Second  Marriage  12/8/1925 
Married  to  WILLIAM  H.  BOWERS 

Died  9/18/1937 

3f  OMA  LOU  ORR 

Born  12/12/1882 

Died . 7/19/1886 

VIE  4f  WARREN  HENRY  ORR 

1415  Ashland  Lane,  Wilmette,  Ill. 

Born  11/5/1886 

Married  9/10/1914 

Married  to  DOROTHY  WALLACE 

Children : 

VIII.  Ig  WALLACE  WATSON  ORR 

4719  Burnet  St.,  Sherman  Oaks,  Calif. 
Born  6/13/1915 
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Married  7/20/1935 

Married  to  FRANCES  HAN¬ 

COCK  STEDMAN 

Children : 

IX.  Ih  JAN  STEDMAN  ORR 
Born  7/20/1941 

2h  MARTHA  WALLACE  ORR 
Born  9/30/1947 

2g  WARREN  DENTON  ORR 
12724  Califa  St., 

North  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Born  ^ . 5/17/1917 

Married  2/1/1943 

Married  to  HELEN  ANGLE 

Children : 

Ih  JAMES  WALLACE  ORR 
Born  7 /26/1945 

2h  ROBERT  HAMILTON  ORR 
Born  5/13/1947 

3g  WILLIAM  EUGENE  ORR 
17044  Lome  St.,  Van  Nuys,  Calif. 
Born  10/8/1926 

Married  9/22/1951 

Married  to  CHARLENE 

UMBRIGHT 

Children : 

Ih  CATHERINE  LOUISE  ORR 
Born . 5/1  /1 953 

5e  ALFRED  KESTERSON  ORR 

Born . 3/19/1850 

Died . 2/16/1854 

6e  CHARLES  EDWARD  ORR 
Born  6/24/1852 

Died  6/25/1934 

Married  Date  Unknown 
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Married  to  CYNTHIA  COLE 

Born  1/5/1855 

Died  12/2/1888 

Second  Marriage  10/29/1891 
Married  to  ELIZABETH  H. 

TILLHOUSE 

Died  7/14/1941 

Children:  (Second  Marriage) 

If  MYRTLE  M.  ORR 

Born  3/15/1893 

Died  1/13/1911 

Never  Married 

2f  ALVIE  E.  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born  3/18/1897 

Married  12/30/1950 

Married  to  PEARL  L.  BROSIL 
No  Children 

3f  HARRY  H.  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born  1 /24/1899 

Married  10/2/1927 

Married  to  EDITH  M.  HARRIS 

Children : 

Ig  DONALD  F.  ORR 
R.F.D.  1,  Hull,  Ill. 

Born  7/1 / 1928 

Married  7/17/1951 

Married  to  ANNETT  GREI..N 

Children : 

Ih  CHERYL  DONNETTE  ORR 
Born  5/8/1954 

2g  WILLIAM  E.  ORR 
Palmyra,  Mo. 

Born  2/12/1930 

Married  10/1/1950 

Married  to  MYRTLE 

DICKERSON 
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3g  DOROTHY  M.  ORR 
R.  R.  3,  Palmyra,  Mo. 

Born  10/15/1931 

Married  12/28/1951 

Married  to  BIRNEY  NEFF 

4g  WARREN  H.  ORR 
R.  R.  1,  Hull,  Illinois 
Born  2/6/1938 

4f  T.  WILLIS  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born  10/4/1902 

Married  10/4/1924 

Married  to  FLORENCE  M. 

McINTIRE 

Divorced 
Children : 

Ig  HARRY  E.  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born  7/3/1925 

Married  to  MARY  L.  RUGGElvS 

Children : 

Ih  JOE  WILLIS  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 
Born  2/26/53 

2h  SANDRA  JEAN  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born  6/25/1950 

2g  C.  MARION  ORR 
Hannibal,  Mo. 

Born  8/17/1927 

Married  to  WANDA  SIMPSON 

Children : 

Ih  CINDY  LOU  ORR 
Hannibal,  Mo. 

Porn  3/10/52 
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3g  RUSSELL  D.  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 
Born  5/8/1929 

7e  LURA  ANN  ORR 

Born  10/10/1855 

Died  11/26/1885 

Married . 7/2/1871 

Married  to  CHARLES  WESLEY 

OLIVER 


Born  8/22/1843 

Died . 10/10/1912 

Children : 


If  IDA  LENA  OLIVER 

422  Church  St.,  Hannibal,  Mo. 


Born  1/1 /1872 

Married .  12/31/1892 

Married  to  EVERETT  L.  CLUTCH 

2f  EFFIE  MAY  OLIVER 

Born . 5/7/1874 

Died . 1/8/1946 

Married  1 1  /2/1899 

Married  to  WILLIAM  F.  ARNOLD 

3f  GEORGE  HENRY  OLIVER 
1522  N.  8th  St.,  Quincy,  Illinois 
Born  8/15/1876 

Married  7  / 18/ 1902 

Married  to  ESTA  CLUTCH 


Children : 

Ig  BYRON  OLIVER 

1436  Elmwood,  Stockton,  Calif. 


Born . 10/28/1899 

Married . 6/4/1921 

M^arried  to  LEONA  WAM^SLEY 

Children : 

Ih  DALE  WAMSLEY  OLIVER 
P.O.  Box  247,  Jackson,  Calif. 
Born . 12/14/1922 
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Married  12/30/1942 

Married  to  ZONA  MAY 

WALBRIDGE 

Children : 

li  Verne  Lee  Oliver 

Born . 1  /6/1944 

2i  Jerry  Ray  Oliver 

Born  ' . 2/8/1950 

2h  BYRON  LELAND  OLIVER 

337  Fortuna,  Modesto,  Calif. 

Born . 10/20/1924 

Married  1  /1 3/ 1946 

Married  to  ELLA  MAE  RICE 

Children : 

li  Richard  William  Oliver 
Born . 2/21/1947 

2i  Michael  Edward  Oliver 
Born . 6/18/1953 

2g  FREDA  OLIVER 

832  College  St.,  Quincy,  Ill. 

Born . 6/6/1902 

Married  3/6/1920 

Married  to  DENNIS  PRYOR 

Children : 

Ih  WILLIAM  RUSSEL  PRYOR 
830  College  St.,  Quincy,  Ill. 

Born  10/7/1923 

Married  10/3/1 942 

Married  to  DOROTHY  JEAN 

KELSO 

Children : 

li  Jeana  K.  Pryor 

Born  '  6/10/1950 

2i  Tamara  Lee  Pryor 

Born  11/8/ 1952 
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3g  HENRY  ORR  OLIVER 
523  Adams  St.,  Quincy,  Ill. 

Born  10/23/1906 

Married  2/1/1924 

Married  to  VIRGINIA  MILLER 

Children : 

Ih  NINA  V.  OLIVER 
Maywood,  Missouri 
Born  1 /23/1925 

Married  4/20/1946 

Married  to  DONALD 

EISENBERG 

Children : 

li  Ronnie  Carl  Eisenberg 
Born . 3/4/1947 

2i  Darrell  Henry  Eisenberg 
Born  1 /1 8/ 1950 

3i  Dale  Keith  Eisenberg 
Born  10/9/1953 

2h  NORMA  JEAN  OLIVER 

1808  Washington  St.,  Quincy,  Ill. 
Born  5/13/1928 

Married  6/30/1953 

Married  to  RUSSELL  H. 

ACKERMAN 

4g  TRUMAN  OLIVER 

4809  E.  Nevada  St.,  Fresno,  Calif. 
Born  3/19/1910 

Married  5/12/1932 

Married  to  HAZEL  MINK 

Children : 

Ih  CAROL  ANN  OLIVER 

4809  E.  Nevada  St.,  Fresno,  Calif. 
Born  7/27/1935 

Married  11/30/1953 

Married  to  GILBERT  LeROY 

MORRIS 
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2h  GEORGE  RAY  OLIVER 

4809  E.  Nevada  St.,  Fresno,  Calif. 
Born  11/6/1941 

5g  EDWARD  NELSON  OLIVER 
7700  Wilkinson  Ave., 

North  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Born  6/10/1912 

Married  8/30/1947 

Married  to  GEORGIA  HALL 

Children : 

Ih  MICHAEL  REX  OLIVER 
7700  Wilkinson  Ave., 

North  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Born  (Adopted)  6/26/1940 

2h  KATHLEEN  ANN  OLIVER 
7700  Wilkinson  Ave., 

North  Hollywood,  Calif. 


Born . 11  /8/1948 

4f  MARTHA  ELMIRA  OLIVER 
422  Church  St.,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Born . 4/12/1878 

Married  11/28/1 895 

Married  to  ERNEST  EDWARD 

EIARDY 

Children : 


Ig  LURA  EJ  LEN  HARDY 
Box  492,  Rt.  1,  Talent,  Ore. 

Born  . 6/16/1896 

Married  2/11/1917 

Married  to  R.  C.  SMOOT 

Children : 

Ih  ROGER  CARL  SMOOT) 

Paris,  France  ) 

Born  2/14/1919) 

)  Twins 

2h  DOROTHY  ANN  ) 
SMOOT  ) 

(Nun) — Indiana  ) 

Born  2/14/1919) 
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2g  HILDA  NAOMI  HARDY 
2515  Broadway,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Born . 2/13/1899 

Married . 1/22/1921 

Married  to  BERLEY  B.  LACY 

Children : 

Ih  BERLEY  B.  LACY,  JR. 

2515  Broadway,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Born . 9/20/1921 

2h  GEORGE  EDWARD  LACY 
Miami,  Fla. 

Born . 5/20/1925 

3h  ELIZABETH  ANN  LACY 
2515  Broadway,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Born . 9/22/1929 

4h  RALPH  RICHARD  LACY 
110  Kirby  St.,  Moberly,  Mo. 
Born . 10/14/1930 

3g  WRAY  ERNEST  HARDY 
2601  Bell  Ave.,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Born  6/3/1902 

Married . 9/1928 

Married  to  FRANCES  McGEE 

Children : 

Ih  ROBERT  DALE  HARDY 
Born . 10/11/1930 

2h  DONALD  WRAY  HARDY 
Born  8/25/1933 

3h  PATRICIA  JUNE  HARDY 
Born . 8/3/1946 

4g  WILLIS  RALPH  HARDY 
3525  Jurnikta  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Born . 10/13/1907 

Married  8/10/1934 

Married  to  DOROTHY  FETTE 
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5g  ANNA  ELIZABETH  HARDY 

Born . 7/27/1911 

Died . 5/11/1924 

6g  MARTHA  JANE  HARDY 

Born . 8/20/1917 

Died . 11/23/1944 

5f  MARY  ELVIRA  OLIVER 

Born . 4/12/1878 

Died . 7/2/1878 

6f  LURA  EVA  OLIVER 

7909  Kingbee,  Downey,  Calif. 

Born . 7/2/1883 

Married . 7/1/1 900 

Married  to  GEORGE  J. 

KOTSENBURG 


Born . 8/4/1876 

Died . 11/24/1939 

Children : 


Ig  LARRY  O.  KOTSENBURG 
4113  Cudahv  St., 

Huntington  Park,  Calif. 


Born . 4/19/1901 

Married . 1920 

Married  to  LEONA  WALKER 


Children : 

Ih  MARJORIE  LOU 
KOTSENBURG 
115  Timbercrest,  Kirkwood,  Mo. 

Born . 2/4/1921 

Married . 1940 

Married  to  EDWARD 

LEWIS  KURTZ 

Children: 

li  Richard  Lee  Kurtz 

Born . 7/21/1941 

2i  James  Warren  Kurtz 

Born . 12/25/1948 
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2g  WILLIAM  T.  KOTSENBURG 
461  N.  San  Fernando  Blvd., 

Burbank,  Calif. 

Born  8/4/1903 

Married  10/8/1938 

Married  to  CLARICE  KARNES 

Children : 

Ih  STEPHEN  CLAIR 
KOTSENBURG 
Born  2/10/1952 

3g  MARIE  OPAL  KOTSENBURG 
Box  404,  Lake  Zurich,  Ill. 

Born  10/9/1905 

Married  5/15/1926 

Married  to  PAUL  L. 

ANDERSON 

Children : 

Ih  HARRY  ANDERSON 

Born  .  4/29/1927 

Married  1946 

Married  to  JACQUALIN - 

Children : 

li  Terry  Lee  Anderson 

Born  11/7 /I 947 

2i  Robert  Anderson 
Born  1948 

3i  Linda  Anderson 
Born  1950 

4g  KATHERINE  V.  KOTSENBURG 
7909  Kingbee,  Downey,  Calif. 

5g  EFFIE  J.  KOTSENBURG 
West  Ely  Road,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

Born 12/16/1909 
Married  5/5/1929 

Married  to  CHARLES  B. 

EASLEY 
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Children: 

Ih  BETTY  LOU  EASLEY 
Born . 1/13/1932 

2h  JOYCE  ANN  EASLEY 
Born  11/20/1936 

3h  WILLIAM  EASLEY 
Bom . 1/29/1940 

4h  KATHY  EASLEY 

Born . 9/14/1949 

6g  IVA  T.  KOTZENBURG 

5839  Imperial  Highway,  Apt.  D, 

South  Gate,  Calif. 

Born . 9/2/1912 

Married . 10/3/1932 

Married  to  MARION  F.  EASLEY 

Children ; 

Ih  LAWRENCE  MARION 
EASLEY 

Born . 1/23/1939 

7g  HELEN  E.  KOTSENBURG 
609  Forbes,  Montebello,  Calif. 

Born . 7/9/1914 

Married . 1937 

Married  to  HARRY  HADSELL 

Children : 

Ih  RICHARD  LEO  HADSELL 
Bom  . 12/12/1938 

8g  DOROTHY  ANN  KOTSENBURG 
RFD  2,  New  London,  Mo. 

Born . 9/12/1918 

Married .  2/1  /  1 938 

Married  to  HAYES  E.  EASLEY 

Children : 

Ih  HAYES  EUGENE  EASLEY 
Born  1/29/1940 

Died  . 5/8/1952 
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2h  EVA  JOANN  EASLEY 
Born . 8/18/1942 

9g  GEORGE  J.  KOTSENBURG 
632  Katherine  Drive, 

Montebello,  Calif. 

Born . 7/16/1921 

Married  6/14/1 940 

Married  to  EDITH  MAE  EAGER 

Children : 

Ih  LINDA  LEE  KOTSENBURG 
Born . ,11/4/1946 

2h  PATRICIA  ANN 
KOTSENBURG 
Born . 5/10/1950 

3h  VICKI  KAY  KOTSENBURG 
Born . 1 1/7/1951 

lOg  MARTHA  VIRGINIA 
KOTSENBURG 
7909  Kingbee,  Downey,  Calif. 

Born . 9/22/1935 

8e  NORTON  R.  ORR 

Born  5/28/1858 

Died . 10/30/1925 

Married . 12/24/ 1879 

Married  to  CATHARINE  ESTELLA 

ALFORD 
Born  6/24/1859 

Died . 5/21/1909 

1 

Children: 

If  FLORENCE  ETHEL  ORR 

Born . 4/10/1881 

Died . 8/30/1881 

2f  LORAN  ERNEST  ORR,  M.D. 

Borh . 1  /13/1883 

Died . 9/9/1939 

Married . 9/9/1908 
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Married  to  MARY  EVA 

KNOLLENBERG 
1st  Lieut,  in  Medical  Corps, 

U.  S.  Army,  World  War  I 

3f  MABEL  ALPHA  ORR 
Hull,  Illinois 


Born . 2/25/1888 

Married . 10/1/1913 

Married  to  EDWARD  S.  COLWELL 

Deceased 

Children : 


Ig  EDWARD  SPRAGUE  COLWELL 
Hull,  Illinois 

Born . 9/3/1914 

2g  RICHARD  ORR  COLWELL 
2362  -  39th  St.,  Rock  Island,  Ill. 

Born . 5/1/1917 

Married . 9/27/1942 

Married  to;^  MARIE  SMITH 

Children : 

Ih  PHILIP  EDWARD  COLWELL 
Rock  Island,  Ill. 

Born  ^  , . 8/30/1945 

2h  THOMAS  MICHAEL 
COLWELL 
Rock  Island,  Ill. 

Born . 8/11/1948 

3g  ROBERT  WILLIAM  COLWELL 
Roodhouse,  Ill. 

Born . 2/4/1923 

Married  6/22/1947 

Married  to  LILLIAN  HOR- 

TENSE  YOUNG 

Children:  ^ 

Ih  KATHRYN  ANN  COLWELL 
Roodhouse,  Ill. 

Born  .:c . 6/17/1952 
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4f  HENRY  ALFORD  ORR 


Born . 1  /3/1890 

Died . 12/14/1944 

Married  6/16/1914 

Married  to  LEILA  PEARL  ROADS 

Children : 

Ig  EVELYN  JANE  ORR 
Lowry  Motel,  Pittsfield,  Ill. 

Born  .  3/23/1921 

Married  4/25/1946 


Married  to  DON  TUCKER 

Children : 

Ih  PATRICIA  ANN  TUCKER 
1100/2  College  Ave.,  Quincy,  Ill. 
Born . 12/17/1948 

5f  CATHARINE  WINIFRED  ORR 
1114  Pratt  St.,  Barry,  Ill. 

’’  ''  Born  2/25/1901 

Married  8/21/1919 

Married  to  THOMAS  ALBERT 

REYNOLDS 

9e  MARTHA  ELVIRA  ORR 
Born  9/10/1860 

Died  8/8/1861 

lOe  ELLA  ORR  (twin  sister  of  Ellis) 

Born  10/25/1862 

Died . 2/19/1949 

Married  6/17/1884 

Married  to  WILLIAM  HARRISON 

LEASE 

Born  2/29/1860 

Died  .  10/18/1932 

Children : 

If  LESTER  WENDELL  LEASE 
Born  9/16/1885 

Died  11/21/1945 

Married  1/21/1912 

Married  to  ZOE  DORA  JARVIS 
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2f  LOTTA  ANN  LEASE 

Born . 2/5/1888 

Died . 11/23/1918 

Married  12/28/1905 

Married  to  CHARLES  E. 

FLETCHER 

Children : 

Ig  MILDRED  FLETCHER 
Manteno,  Ill. 

Born . 5/1/1907 

Married  6/12/31 

Married  to  HERMAN  SMITH 

Died . 6/26/53 

Children : 

Ih  MILDRED  LOUISE  SMITH 
Manteno,  Ill. 

Born  9/16/1932 

2g  ROBERT  WILLIAM  FLETCHER 
2940  Edgewood  Ave., 

St.  Louis  Park,  Minn. 

Born  9/26/1908 

3g  HOMER  E.  FLETCHER 
Barry,  Ill. 

Born  1 /6/1910 

Married  11/30/1933 

Married  to  FOLA  LARIMORE 

Children : 

Ih  BETTY  ANN  FLETCHER 
Barry,  Ill. 

Born  12/18/1934 

Married  9/30/1951 

Married  to  NORMAN  MAIN 

Children : 

li  Deborah  Ann  Main 

Born  . 6/14/1953 

3f  ORSON  WILLIAM  LEASE 
Hull,  Ill. 

Born 


2/23/1890 
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Married . 11/10/1 909 

Married  to  EDNA  F.  BRICKEY 

Children : 

Ig  DORA  LEASE 

2211  S.  Jefferson  Ave.,  Quincy,  111. 

Born . 8/15/191 1 

Married . 6/10/1933 

Married  to  MERLE  HULL 

Children : 

Ih  JACK  MERLE  HULL 

2211  S.  Jefferson  Ave.,  Quincy,  Ill. 
Born . 7 /3/1937 

4f  EDITH  LILLIAN  LEASE 

5500  Cabanne  Ave.,  St.  Louis  12,  Mo. 

Born . 8/16/1893 

Married . 9/10/1913 

Married  to  AUGUST 

GUMMERSHEIMER 

Children : 

Ig  THOMAS  A.  GUMMERSHEIMER 
1600  Quendo  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Adopted . 3/9/1927 

Married . 6/7/1952 

Married  to  LORRAINE 

HENKEL 

lie  ELLIS  ORR  (twin  brother  of  Ella) 

Born . 10/25/1862 

Died  6/7/1950 

Married . 10/7  /1 886 

Married  to  JULIA  ALFORD 

Born . 7/4/1863 

Died  1/1925 

Remarried  ELIZABETH  EDDINFIELD 

Children ; 

'  If  LEAH  A.  ORR 
Tilden,  Ill. 

Born 


8/1/1887 
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Married  3/26/1907 

Married  to  WILLIAM  MILLER 


Children : 

Ig  ELLIS  W.  MILLER 
9019  McNulty  Street 
St.  Eouis  21,  Mo. 

Born . 1/5/1908 

Married  8/15/1930 

Married  to  MARGARET 

BRASHER 

Children : 

Ih  PATSY  JEAN  MILLER 
9019  McNulty  St. 

St.  Louis  21,  Mo. 

'  Born . •; . 11/9/1932 

2h  BARBARA  RUTH  MILLER 
9019  McNultv  St. 

St.  Louis  21,  Mo. 

Born . 10/8/1934 

2g  EILERT  BARNEY  MILLER 
Box  25  7A  -  Yeager  Road 
LeMay,  Mo. 

Born  / . 5/6/1909 

Married . 7/1  /1 938 

Married  to  SARAH  BRUNKE 

Children : 

Ih  ROBERT  MILLER 
Born 1/18/1941 

2f  GREGG  ORR 
Hull,  Ill. 

Born 4/10/1891 
Married  2/15/1914 

Married  to  LA  VERDA  ERKE 

Children:  .  "9 

Ig  SHERMAN  D.  ORR 
Chatham,  Ill. 

Born  8/24/1918 
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Married  10/26/1949 

Married  to  MARJORY  VEDDER 

Children : 

Ih  BARBARA  LYNN  ORR 
Chatham,  Ill. 

Born . 8/10/1950 

2h  STEPHEN  ORR 
Chatham,  Ill. 

Born . 8/12/1951 

3f  NELLIE  ORR 

Born . 7/7/1889 

Died . 6/18/1890 

4f  MARY  LIPPINCOTT  ORR 

311  W.  145th  Place,  Riverdale,  Ill. 

Born  . 10/23/1896 

Married  9/8/51 

Married  to  AL  MURDOCK 

Children : 

Ig  MAXINE  L.  MURDOCK 
311  W.  145th  PL,  Riverdale,  Ill. 

Born  . 3/23/1916 

Married  11/19/1938 

Married  to  WALTER  BRUNKE 

Children : 

Ih  KAREN  LYNN  BRUNKE 
311  W.  145th  PL,  Riverdale,  Ill. 
Born . 7/9/1943 

2h  RICHARD  ALLEN  BRUNKE 
311  W.  145th  PL,  Riverdale,  Ill. 
Born  5/28/1948 

5f  FLORENCE  ORR 

3311  Minnesota  Drive,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Born  . 11/15/1902 

Married  8/14/1930 

Married  to  JOHN  BURLEND 
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Children : 

Ig  WARREN  RICHARD  BURLEND 
Rockford,  Ill. 

Born  . 9/2/1932 

Married  6/14/1952 

Married  to  MARY  HARRIS 

2g  BEVERLY  ANN  BURLEND 
Born .  7/22/1939 

12e  NANCY  OLIVE  ORR 

Born . 8/18/1865 

Died . 10/10/1933 

Married  9/8/1886 

Married  to  WILLIAM  TALCOTT 

LONG 


Born . 10/6/1855 

Died . 12/16/1937 

Children : 

If  ALAN  LONG 


Born .  2/11/1887 

Died . 10/10/1948 

2f  FRED  WILLIAM  LONG 
Topeka,  Kans. 

Born . 1  /3/1889 

3f  HELEN  ELITHA  LONG 

203  Bluff  Ave.,  Tahlequah  Okla. 

Born . 1/15/1895 

Married  2/15/1919 

Married  to  BYRON  T.  LOCK 

4f  JAMES  HENRY  LONG 
1105  W.  Gift  St.,  Peoria,  Ill. 

Born  6/7/1896 

Married . 9/8/1923 

Married  to  GLADYS  GRAYBAEL 

Children : 

Ig  RUTH  LENORE  LONG 
R.F.D.  No.  5,  Pontiac,  Ill. 

Born  6/16/1924 
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Married . 12/29/1 945 

Married  to  MARVIN 

WRIGHT  AM 

Children : 

Ih  LINDA  SUE  WRIGHT  AM 

Born . 8/22/1947 

2h  FRED  HARRIS  WRIGHTAM 
Born . 12/11/1949 

2g  PATRICIA  ANN  LONG 

1107  W.  Wilcox  St.,  Peoria,  Ill. 

Born . 10/4/1925 

Married . 9/25  / 1946 

Married  to  ROBERT 

HORNUNG 

Children : 

Ih  JILL  ANNE  HORNUNG 
Peoria,  Ill. 

Born . 7/29/1951 

5f  ELLA  LENORE  LONG 
Hull,  Ill. 

Born . 10/9/1903 

Married . 8/14/1931 

Married  to  JOHN  W.  SPRAGUE 

Children : 

Ig  MERRITT  WILLIAM  SPRAGUE 
Hull,  Ill. 

Born . 12/20/1933 

2g  JOHN  KENT  SPRAGUE 
Hull,  Ill. 

Born . 2/16/1936 


THE  WATSON 
FAMILY  TREE 
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I.  SAMUEL  WATSON 

Western  Vermont 

Born . 1768 

Married  1790 

Married  to  Unknown 

Known  Children: 

la  BRUER  WATSON 

Cayuga  County,  New  York 


Born . 1792 

Died . 1831 

Married . 1819 

Married  to  ELIZABETH  PURCELL 


Children : 

lb  BENJAMIN  WATSON 
2b  NANCY  WATSON 
3b  ** 

4b  SAMUEL  WATSON 
Died . about  1900 

5b  ELIZABETH  WATSON 

6b  BRUER  WATSON 

**3b  WILLIAM  THOMAS  WATSON 

Born . 7/22/1824 

Died . 7/21/1878 

Married . 12/24/1846 

Married  to  JANE  MITCHELL 


Born . 2/23/1824 

Died . 6/19/1907 

Children : 


Ic  SARAH  ELIZABETH  WATSON 
Pittsfield  ( Pike  Co. ) ,  Ill. 

Born . 7  /4/1848 

Died . 7/16/1932 

Married  4/20/1 865 

Married  to  ALBERT  GALATIAN  ROSS 


Born . 6/12/1838 

Died . 7/18/1911 
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Children : 

Id  LUCY  JANE  ROSS 

Born  . 6/4/1867 

Died . 3/2/1882 

2d  CORA  ANN  ROSS 

Born  12/20/1868 

Married  1885 

Married  to  FRANK  REREFSO 

3d  BERTHA  BEEL  ROSS 

Born . 9/19/1870 

Died . 4/9/1947 

Married  6/27/1900 

Married  to  OMER  MASON 

Born  4/19/1864 

Died  . 1/21/1917 

Second  Marriage  8/1/1924 

Married  to  WALTER  GEORGE  HOENIG 

Born  . 9/4/1875 

Died . 11/9/1937 

4d  WILL  J.  ROSS 

Born  10/11/1873 

Married  to  NETTIE  VAN 

5d  GEORGE  ALBERT  ROSS 
Born  7/7/1876 

Married  to  PEARL  COLE 

6d  OLEON  OREL  ROSS 

Born .  3/22/1881 

Died  . 2/7/1928 

Married  to  LETTIE  KLEIN 

Children : 

le  GEPvALD  ROSS 

Born  . 2/4/1901 

Second  Marriage  .1918 

Married  to  STELLA  MARY  STANTON 


Born . 3/7/1885 

Died . 8/19/1919 
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Children : 

If  STELLA  MARIE  ROSS 
Born  8/19/1919 

7d  LAY  LUCILLE  ROSS 
806  Pine  St.,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Born  12/2/1886 

2c  CHANDLER  BRUER  WATSON 
Born  11/25/1849 

Died  1934 

Married  9/1/1874 

Married  to  ELLA  J.  CHITWOOD 

Died . 1/2/1912 

Children : 

Id  LILLIAN  WATSON 
Born 6/22/1875 

2d  CHANDLER  WARREN  WATSON 
Born  6/16/1883 

3c  JOHN  WESLEY  WATSON 

Born .  3/20/1851 

Died  8/22/1852 

4c  LOUISA  EMALINE  WATSON 
Born  11/26/1852 

Died  . 11/24/1920 

Married  2/27/1873 

Married  to  JAMES  HENRY  ORR 


Born  8/2/1847 

Died  10/25/1933 

Children : 


Id  MINNIE  ELIZABETH  ORR 


Born  11/19/1877 

Died  4/16/1931 

2d  OLIVE  ORR 

Born  . 2/11/1879 

Married  6/24/1908 

Married  to  HENRY  BRUGEN-SCHM  ID!' 

Died  1/26/1913 
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Second  Marriage  12/8/1925 

Married  to  WILLIAM  H.  BOWERS 

Died . 9/18/1937 

3d  OMA  LOU  ORR 

Born . 12/11/1881 

Died . 7/19/1884 

4d  WARREN  HENRY  ORR 

1415  Ashland  Lane,  Wilmette,  Ill. 

Born 11 /5/1886 

Married . 9/10/1914 

Married  to  DOROTHY  WALLACE 

Born . 3/23/1896 

Children : 

le  WALLACE  WATSON  ORR 

4719  Burnet  St.,  Sherman  Oaks,  Calif. 
Born  6/13/1915 

Married . 7/20/1935 

Married  to  FRANCES  HANCOCK 

STEDMAN 

Children : 

If  JAN  STEDMAN  ORR 
Born . 7/20/1941 

2f  MARTHA  WALLACE  ORR 
Born . 9/30/1947 

2e  WARREN  DENTON  ORR 

12724  Califa  St.,  North  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Born . 5/17/1917 

Married . 2/1  /1 943 

Married  to  HELEN  ANGLE 

Children : 

If  JAMES  WALLACE  ORR 


Born . 7/26/1945 

2f  ROBERT  HAMILTON  ORR 
Born . 5/13/1947 


3e  WILLIAM  EUGENE  ORR 
17044  Lome  St.,  Van  Nuys,  Calif. 
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Born  10/8/1926 

Married . 9/22/1951 

Married  to  CHARLENE  UMBRIGHT 

Children : 

If  CATHERINE  LOUISE  ORR 
Born . 5/1/1953 

5c  MARY  EVELINE  WATSON 

Born . 3/31/1855 

Died . 11/22/1935 

Married . 11/18/1 880 

Married  to  ALFRED  F.  SNELLING 

Children ; 

Id  OTTA  L.  SNELEING 

Born . 10/28/1882 

Married . 6/10/1910 

Married  to  ALLEN  S.  DAVIS 

Died . 4/29/21 

le  AELEN  S.  DAVIS,  JR. 

Born . 8/3/17 

Married . 7/7/51 

Married  to  DARLENE  VIRGINIA 

POWELL 

Children : 

If  ALLEN  STANLEY  DAVIS 
Born . 11/13/52 

2d  LENA  M.  SNEELING 

907  Franklin  St.,  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Born . 1/12/1887 

Married . 5/29/1906 

Married  to  ERNEST  PILAND 

Children: 

le  OPAL  MAY  PILAND 

2955  N.E.  Davis,  Portland,  Ore. 

Born . 5/16/1908 

Married . 12/24/1923 

Married  to  WESLEY  L.\NE 
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Children : 

If  FRANCQULINE  LANE 
Born .  8/30/1928 

2e  VIRGINIA  ERNESTINE  PILAND 
Born  2/28/1910 

Married  9/23/1929 

Married  to  VERNON  ROSS 
If  VERNON  C.  ROSS 
Born  9/25/1933 

3e  CECIL  ORON  PILAND 

8705  S.E.  11th  St.,  Portland,  Ore. 

Born  . 4/14/1912 

Married  8/23/1943 

Married  to  FRANCIS  MOORLAND 

Children : 

If  CHARLES  E.  PILAND 
Born  2/3/1946 

2f  DAVID  W.  PILAND 
Born . 1/25/1948 

3f  BOBBIE  PILAND 

Born  6/24/1950 

4e  DEE  PILAND 

1855  W.  Ohio  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Born  4/14/1912 

Married  10/18/1936 

Married  to  JOSEPHINE  ZULL 

Children : 

If  WILLIAM  E.  PILAND 
Born  8/16/1941 

2f  ROBERT  PILAND 

Born  1/11/1 944 

5e  MAXINE  LENORE  PILAND 
117  E.  40th  St.,  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Born  6/20/1918 

Married . 3/5/1938 

Married  to  BERT  LAMB 
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Children : 

If  PATRICIA  A.  LAMB 
Born . 12/5/1942 

3d  GRAVES  LAMAR  SNELLING 

Born . 8/12/1887 

Died . 9/10/1888 

4d  JESSIE  DALE  SNELLING 

Born  . 8/1891 

Died  .  12/1/1952 

Married  to  BILL  HENRI 


5d  ORPHA  SNELLING  ) 

Born  .  2/9/1890  ) 

Died  .  2/9/1890  ) 

6d  ALPHA  SNELLING  ) 

Born  .  2/9/1890  ) 

Died  9/22/1890  ) 

7d  OMA  SNELLING  ) 

Born .  2/9/1890  ) 

Died  9/24/1890  ) 

8d  ADELIA  MAY  SNELLING 
Born  9/6/1896 

Married  to  JOE  ALNUTT 


6c  WILLIAM  WRIGHT  WATSON 


Born . 3/15/1857 

Died  . 1/16/1940 

Married  to  ROSE  CONTNER 


Children; 

Id  WILLIAM  WATSON — deceased 

2d  RETHA  WATSON 

Movie  Actress — Barbara  LaMar 
Died  .  1927 


7c  GEORGE  MITGHELL  WATSON 
Born  9/27/1858 

Died  . 5/28/1914 

Married  11/1888 


TRIPLETS 
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Married  to  NANCY  ANN  LETICIA 

RAGSDALE 

Born 1/22/1866 
Died . 1/31/1946 

Id  HESTER  BAY  WATSON 
Route  2,  Wapato,  Wash. 

Born . 10/4/1891 

Married . 1913 

Married  to  LEE  ALFRED  MARTIN 
Children : 

le  HESTER  BETH  MARTIN 
489  E.  St.,  Cresent  City,  Calif. 

Born . 3/8/1919 

Married  8/1940 

Married  to  JACOB  F.  KRAFT 

If  DIANNE  LEE  KRAFT 
Born 8/5/1942 

2f  MARY  MAUREEN  KRAFT 
Born  9/8/1945 

3f  JACQUELINE  JEAN  KRAFT 
Born . 6/8/1951 

4f  DAVID  JAMES  KRAFT 
Born . 5/18/1953 

2e  MARY  LOUISE  MARTIN 

5511  Glacier  Way,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Born . 9/25/1920 

Married . 2/1943 

Married  to  SANFORD  SHAPIRO 

Children : 

If  VICKY  SUE  SHAPIRO 
Born . 10/21/1943 

2f  SANDY  LOU  SHAPIRO 
Born . 7/16/1947 

3f  MARTIN  SHAPIRO 
Born . 12/11/1953 
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3e  LEE  WARREN  MARTIN 
203  S.  Hillcrest,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Born  9/14/1922 

Married  11/11/1942 

Married  to  HELEN  MILLER 

Children : 

If  CATHY  ANN  MARTIN 
Born  9/4/1943 

2f  MITCHELL  LEE  MARTIN 
Born 11/28/1946 

2d  RACHEL  ANGELINE  WATSON 
606  S.  30th  Ave.,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Born . 7/22/1893 

Married  1915 

Married  to  HARRY  WILLIAM  WHITAKER 

Died . 12/1951 

Children : 

le  HARRY  W.  WHITAKER 

5510  Englewood,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Born . 5/22/1917 

Married . 8/1940 

Married  to  MARY  GREENLEE 

Deceased 

Children : 

If  JUDY  WHITAKER 

Born . 1/30/1943 

Second  Marriage  .1945 
Married  to  VIRGINIA  EPPO 

If  BILLY  WHITAKER 
Born 1 1/11 /I 947 

2f  PHYLLIS  WHITAKER 
Born  11/11/1951 

3f  VIRGINIA  WHITAKER 
Born  4/15/1953 

2e  HOWARD  W.  WHITAKER 
Star  Route,  Naches,  Wash. 
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Born  . 2/18/1921 

Married . 7/1941 

Married  to  FLORENCE  HOOD 

Children ; 

If  JIMMY  WHITAKER 
Born . 11/25/1942 

2f  TOMMY  WHITAKER 
Born . 4/22/1945 

3f  ANNE  WHITAKER 
Born . 4/14/1951 

3c  WAYNE  W.  WHITAKER 
3002  Barge,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Born  .  4/29/1925 

Married  8/1944 

Married  to  BETTY  HUGHES 

Children : 

If  WALLACE  WHITAKER 
Born . 1/3/1947 

2f  KRISTI  WHITAKER 
Born . 2/22/1949 

3d  LINA  BERNICE  WATSON 

3368  Santa  Ana  St.,  Sonth  Gate,  Calif. 

Born  8/6/1895 

Married  1918 

Married  to  ALVIN  H.  WINEMAN 

Children : 

le  NANCY  BERNICE  WINEMAN 

2470  Broadway,  Hnnt’n'»ton  Park,  Calif. 

Born . 9/15/1920 

Married . 1945 

Married  to  DICK  WHITLON 

Children : 

If  RICHIE  WHITLON 
Born  7/15/1948 

2f  LANNY  WHITLON 
Born  1/3/1950 
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2e  JEANETTE  ELIZABETH  WINEMAN 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Born  / . 91111922 

Married  1943 

Married  to  MAJOR  L.  E.  BROWN 
Children : 

If  NORMA  BROWN 
Born  4/7/1949 

2f  LINA  BROWN 

Born  .  12/9/1952 

3e  ALVIN  HAROLD  WINEMAN 
10823  S.  Casanes,  Downey,  Calif. 

Born  10/15/1928 

Married  1949 

Married  to  NANCY  BRACY 

Children: 

If  KATHI  WINEMAN 
Born  4/12/1951 

2f  KRISTI  WINEMAN 
Born  5/20/1952 

4e  ROBERT  SAMUEL  WINEMAN 
9714  Parrot,  Downey,  Calif. 

Born  . 6/7/1930 

Married  1949 

Married  to  LAURA  NICKELSON 

Children : 

If  ROBERT  WINEMAN 
Born . 4/13/1949 

2f  DONA  WINEMAN 
Born  1/4/1951 

4d  ELIZABETH  DALE  WATSON 
1814  N.  Normandie,  Apt.  203, 

Los  Angeles  27,  Calif. 

Born  4/13/1902 

Married  1925 

Married  to  CARLOS  LEVY 
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Children : 

le  MARGARET  ANN  LEVY 
128  N.  F.  Street,  Oxnard,  Calif. 


Born 6/12/1927 

Married  6/8/1951 

Married  to  JAMES  R.  GEORGE 

Children : 

None 


2e  JOHN  ALFRED  LEVY 

128  No.  F.  Street,  Oxnard,  Calif. 
Born . 4/6/1930 

3e  CARLOS  JOSEPH  LEVY 

128  No.  F.  Street,  Oxnard,  Calif. 
Born . 5/3/1934 

8c  BENJAMIN  PRENTICE  WATSON 

Born  4/6/1861 

Died . 12/7/1890 

9c  SOLOMON  LUDRICK  WATSON 
Born 11/27/1862 
Deceased 

10c  MARTHA  JANE  (DALE)  WATSON 
1737  N.  Whitley  Ave.,  LaLeyenda  Apts., 
Hollywood  28,  Calif. 

'  Born . 5/6/1866 

Married  5/13/1 895 

Married  to  HENRY  B.  VOORHES 

Born . 1866 

Died . 1904 

2nd  Marriage  12/11/1912 
Married  to  JAY  ADRIAN  LYNCH 

Born . 1850 

Died . 1937 

Children  of  1st  Marriage: 

Id  R.  SOLOMON  VOORHES 

1737  N.  Whitley  Ave.,  LaLeyenda  Apts., 
Hollywood  28,  Calif. 
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Born . 9/14/1900 

Married . 9/1 1  /1926 

Married  to  HELEN  LOUISE  HUSTON 

Born . 1/16/1900 

Children : 

le  HELEN  VOORHES 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Born . 9/21/1931 

M  arried . 9/6/1953 

Married  to . THOMAS  A.  HOWELL 

Born . 12/11/1930 

2e  PETER  VOORHES 

Born . 3/31/1945 

Died . 3/28/1952 
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